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NOBODY  BUILDS  A 


SAILBOAT  LIKE 
PEARSON  ...  AND 
WE  CAN 
PROVE  ITI 


IF  YOU  WANT  TO  SAIL  WHERE  THE 
WATER  IS  OVER  YOUR  HEAD  YOU  OWE 
IT  TO  YOURSELF  TO  FIND  OUT  WHY 
PEARSON  HAS  MORE  FIBERGLASS 
AUXILIARY  SAILBOATS  STILL  SAILING 
THAN  ANY  OTHER  BUILDER  IN  THIS 
WORLD. 


ASK  AN  OWNER  ABOUT  HIS  PEARSON, 
THEN  STOP  IN  AND  SEE  THE  ENTIRE 
LINE  OF  PEARSONS  FROM  26'  TO  42’.  WE 
HAVE  EVERY  MODEL  IN  STOCK,  AVAIL¬ 
ABLE  FOR  IMMEDIATE  DELIVERY.  SO 
WHY  WAIT  ANOTHER  SEASON? 


PEARSON  /  YA  CHTS 


m*L- 


21  Embarcadero  Cove 
Oakland,  CA.  94606 
(415)  536-6760 


Jose) 


OAKLAND 


DAVID  AND  GOLIATH 


'Nanook'  won  the-  Ranger  23  Champion¬ 
ships  on  San  Francisco  Bay  by  not  doing 
as  others  did. 

David  (actually  his  name  isn't  David,  but 
Dan  Fitting)  bought  his  sails  from  Richards  and 
van  Heeckeren.  Almost  everyone  else  in  the 
class  got  their  sails  from  Goliath  Sails  (actually 
it  isn't  Goliath  Sails,  but  we  can't  sling  stones  at 
the  competition. 

David  was  fairly  new  to  sailing,  and  had  read 
those  imposing  ads  which  herald  Goliath's 
discovery  of  the  new  laws  of  nature  each  model 
year  (he  had  been  playing  with  a  Frisbee  for 
years  and  thought  it  resembled  a  tight  leech), 
and  which  proclaim  that  Goliath  Sails  won  yet 
another  race,  when  almost  all  of  the  boats  had 
Goliath  Sails,  including  the  last  place  boat. 

David  decided  that  if  he  were  to  reach  champ¬ 
ionship  form,  he  would  have  to  think  for 
himself,  get  some  real  personal  help,  and  some 
custom  sails. 

David  bought  his  sails  from  Richards  and 
van  Heeckeren.  He  didn't  just  get  some  quality 
sails,  but  a  lot  of  help  as  well. 

The  result  is  history;  David  Conquered  Goliath. 
What  it  took  was  sound  and  independent 
judgement,  a  steady  aim,  and  a  finely  tuned 
stone  for  his  sling. 

We  worked  with  many  a  David.  The  result 
has  invariably  been  an  enjoyable,  effective,  and 
long  lasting  sailmaking  relationship;  the  kind 
where  David  gets  the  help  he  needs,  and  we  get 
a  shot  at  Goliath. 


'Nanook"*  ,  winning  the  YRA  season  championship 


Our  Davids  have  done  well,  indeed.  They 
have  vanquished  in  the  battles  of  the  1973  and 
1975  TransPacs,  the  1976  3/4  Ton  N.A.'s,  the 
Trans  -Tahoe,  the  Frank  Stone  Cup,  twice  in 
the  Silver  Eagle  Long  Distance,  the  Columbia 
26  Nationals,  a  pair  of  Coronado  25  Nationals, 
the  Cal  20  National,  and  many,  many  more. 
Goliath,  of  course,  is  always  well-represented, 


but  it  takes  more  than  just  numbers:  it  takes 
the  best. 


If  you  are  a  David,  come  talk  to  us  about 
some  custom  sails,  and  some  custom  service. 
We'll  give  your  some  real  custom  stones  for  your 
sling,  and  that's  no  match  for  Goliath. 


Richards  and  van  Heeckeren 

SAIL  MAKERS  ON  THE  EMBARCAPEW  AT  SISTH  AVE.,  OMANCj  fllHWN/A,  91606 


“Powered  by  Pineapples. 
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PACIFIC  YACHT  SALES 

Formerly  Ed  Thrall  Yachts 

THE  BEST  SELECTION  OF  QUALITY  CRUISING  BOATS  IN  THE  BAY  AREAI 


HUNTER  25 -37 


ALBIN  MARIN  27  -30 


NORDICA  16  and  20 


SELECTED  BROKERAGE 


SAIL 

20'  Nordica  '77  .  .$13,500 
22'  Columbia  '70  .  $4,200 
22’  Catalina  '73  .  .  $4,900 
26'  Int.  Folkboat  '76.  .  .  . 

. . $16,500 

30'  Knarr  '66  .  .  .$11,950 
30'  Newport  '74.  .$29,500 
41'  Crocker  Schooner  '33  . 
. $50,000 


POWER 

24'  Larson  w/trlr.  '75.  .  .  . 

. $11,500 

25'  Trojan  '64 .  .  .  $7,500 
33'  Owens  twin  '66  ..... 

. . $24,750 

33'  Laguna  '73  .  .$59,950 


SERVING  YOU  AT 


V 


625  EMBARCADERO 
OAKLAND,  CA  94606 
465-9600 


PACIFIC  MARINA 
ALAMEDA,  CA  94501 
522-1622 
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HOW  TO  WIN  A 
SINGLE-HANDED  RACE: 


Sailomat. 

The  ultimate  in  self-steering. 

•  Patented  principles  make  this 
vane  set  completely  new  stan¬ 
dards  of  performance. 

»•  Allows  self-steering  down¬ 
wind  under  spinnaker  even 
in  weak  winds. 

•  Easy  to  set.  Instant  re¬ 
turn  to  manual  steering. 
Safe.  Can  be  used  as 
back-up  emergency 
steering. 

•  Superior  quality  ma¬ 
terials  and  corrosion 
control. 

•  Easy  installation 
on  most  transomes. 
•  Auxiliary  rudder 
and  servo  oar  are 
easy  to  mount  and 
dismount. 

•  Strong,  com¬ 
pact  and  light¬ 
weight.  Overload 
safety  system  pre¬ 
vents  damage  to 
either  yacht  or  steer¬ 
ing  unit. 

For  Information  and 
Demonstration  Sails,  Contact: 

SCANMAR  MARINE  PRODUCTS 
298  Harbor  Drive  •  Clipper  Yacht  Harbor 
Sausalito,  CA  94965  (415)  332-3233 


The  Helmsman  Family 


SENORITA  32 


LADY  40 


LORD  32 


A  HEW  GENERATION 

OF  SCANDINAVIAN 
ONE-DESIGNS  ARE  HERE. 

Let  us  show  you  these  beautiful  modern  sailboats. 

HELMSMAN  YACHTS 

OF  NORTH  AMERICA,  INC. 

298  HARBOR  DRIVE  •  SAUSALITO,  CA  94965 
Clipper  Yacht  Harbor  (415)  332-3235 
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Dick  Seay  s  LEWMAR  REPORT 


Lewmar  congratulates  Max 
Gordon  and  "Black  Magic" 
on  an  outstanding  1977  rac¬ 
ing  record: 

1st  IOR  Season  Champion 
1st  Lipton  Challenge  Cup 
1st  Frank  Stone  Cup 
2nd  N.  Am.  1  Tons 

Lewmar  matched  racing 
equipment  and  "Black 
Magic"  are  a  winning  team. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 


FACTS: 

LEWMAR  is  the  largest  manufacturer  of  yacht 
winches  in  the  world. 

Worldwide,  LEWMAR  wins  more  races  than  all 
other  manufacturers. 

LEWMAR,  by  far,  is  the  leading  supplier  to  the 
U.S.  production  boat  builders. 

LEWMAR,  with  20  locations  around  the  world,  has 
the  largest  service  network. 

LEWMAR  is !  small  enough  to  handle  all  the  per¬ 
sonal  needs  of  San  Francisco. 


GO  WITH  A  WINNER  -  DEMAND  LEWMAR 


I 

I 

k 
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LEWMAR 


892  West  18th  St., 

Costa  Mesa,  CA  92627 
(714)  645-8420  TLX:  230678436 


CALENDAR 


jQaprll 

pal  pi  m 


cal  cup 

merlin  vs.  drifter  around  the  buoys 


^Qapril 

V  opening  c 


5 

6 


opening  day 

may 

entry  deadline  for  master  mariners 
ed  gibson-332  6274 

may 

vallejo/coyote  pt.  race 


1  3  may 

|  odca/cha 


odca/champion  of  champions 
city  front 


20  TI 


island  campout/cruise 
multihull  racing  assoc,  of  sf 


27  mQv 


baum  regatta  st.fyc 


70  may 

Urn  VP  master  nr 


mariners  race 


3  Jana 

.frank  St  Of 


frank  stone  st.  fyc 


latitude 


Richard  Spindler  -  Editor  &  Publisher 
Kathy  McCarthy  -  Advertising  Manager 

Post  Office  Box  1678  Sausalito,  California  94965 
(415)  924-8335 

The  Northern  California  Sailing  Sheet 


The  Moor?  24  is  a  speed  boat  .  .  .  pure  and  simple.  We 
sorted  out  the  confusion  of  all  the  rules  by  ignoring  them  in 
favor  of  absolute,  not  relative  speed.  We  made  her  ultra 
light  because  that  made  sense.  We  made  her  sleek  because, 
that  made  her  beautiful  as  well  as  fast.  We  built  her  strong 
because  we're  demanding  perfectionists.  We  built  her  for 
the  demanding  competitor  who  appreciates  the  thrill  of 
high  speed  sailing.  With  an  amazing  PHRF  rating  of  150  we 
feel  that  we  can  honestly  claim  to  make  the  fastest  offshore 
24-footer  afloat.  Our  one  design  fleets  are  now  enjoying 
some  of  the  most  exciting  racing  to  be  had  on  both 
Monterey  and  San  Francisco  Bays  as  well  as  on  Lake  Tahoe. 

Isn't  it  time  you  found  out  what  you're  missing  in  your 
present  boat?  Call  or  write  for  our  new  brochure. 


(J) 

▼  M  r  SAILBOAT  SHOP 

1650  Commerical  Way,  Santa  Cruz,  CA  95065  (408)  476-3831 


'oore  bros. 


MOORE  84 

Fast 

Faster 

Fastest 
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JOTZ  Makes 
Cruising  Sails 

Too 


295  HARBOR  DRIN  K  •  SAl  SAI.ITO  •  :i:i2-2.J20 


295  HARBOR  DRIN  K  •  SAl  SAI.ITO  ■  :l:l2-2:i20 


295  HARBOR  DRJN  K  •  SAl  SAI.ITO  •  .1:12-2:120 


295  HARBOR  DRIN  K  SAl  SAI.ITO  ;:I:I2-2:I2(I 


295  HARBOR  DRIN  K  •  SAl  SAI.ITO  ■  :i:!2-2:!20 


295  HARBOR  DRIN  K  SAl  SAI.ITO  •  :i:l2-2:i2<) 


LETTERS 


ALWAYS  A  BOAT  SHOW 
IN  WALNUT  CREEKI 


Latitude  38, 

;  -  \ 

As  my  last  comment  on  the  subject  of  the  Spirit  lawsuits,  I 
would  like  to  set  the  record  (and  Mr.  Peterson)  straight  on  a  few 
facts.  First,  I  have  never  seen  a  contingent  fee  in  excess  of  fifty 
percent.  I  have  seen  very  few  that  were  at  the  fifty  percent  level 
and  I  know  the  great  majority  are  between  thirty  and  forty 
percent.  Second,  I  am  not  acquainted  with  Jim  Michael  and  I 
have  no  idea  as  to  what  fee  arrangements  have  been  made  with 
respect  to  the  Spirit  litigation.  I  merely  happen  to  know  that 
Jim  Michael  is  a  well-respected  attorney  with  Pillsbury,  Madison 
&  Sutro  and  that  he  is  also  a  yachtsman  with  an  equally  fine 
reputation.  He  is  a  person  who  is  in  a  position  to  be  well 
informed  as  to  the  matters  raised  by  your  articles  on  the  Spirit 
tragedy. 

Finally,  I  Think  your  magazine  is  doing  a  very  fine  service  to 
the  boating  public  in  the  Bay  Area.  Please  keep  up  the  good 
work. 

Bruce  Munro 
Palo  Alto 


Latitude  38, 

I  felt  angry  after  reading  your  sexist  article  “Fast  Women.” 
Did  you  know  that  women  are  a  human  being,  people,  persons 
FIRST  before  they  are  the  female  sex.  Women  do  not  only 
“vote,  drink,  swear,  and  now  race”  as  you  say.  I’m  sure  you 
must  be  aware  that  women  are  into  politics,  economics,  the 
trades,  arts,  sports  —  it  is  not  going  to  be  a  “man’s  world”  much 
longer.  Try  switching  the  word  “woman”  to  “blacks”  in  your 
first  sentence  and  hopefully  you’ll  see  how  degrading  and 
patronizing  you  sound. 

Further,  on  in  your  article  you  say,  “the  ladies  are  gooood, 
and  you  won’t  find  us  messing  about  with  them.”  To  me  this 
implies  that  you’re  afraid  to  compete  with  women  because  they 
might  win.  If  you  could  see  us  as  people  first,  then  there 
wouldn’t  be  a  battle  of  the  sexes. 

Womens  liberation  is  no  joke.  We  want  to  be  taken  seriously 
as  equals.  And  sexism,  with  which  I  believe  you  are  afflicted  is 
a  serious  social  disease. 

Suzane  Ritchie 
Berkeley 

P.S.  If  it  weren’t  for  the  sexism,  I  would  like  your  magazine. 

Suzane  —  We  can  tell  from  your  letter  that  women’s 
liberation  is  no  joke,  but  does  it  have  a  sense  of  humor? 

Were  we  not  sufficiently  facetious?  Did  we  not  poke  fun  at 
the  “stage  -door  Johnnies”?  At  “obnoxious"  Tom  Wylie?  At 
ourselves  and  other  men  for  whom  we  feigned  fright  at  the 
thought  of  competing  with  women?  On  page  40  of  that  same 
issue  did  we  not  poke  fun  at  Robert  Cole?  We  are  inclined  to 
believe  that,  people  can  recognize  a  little  foolishness  and  enjoy  a 
smile  from  time  to  time. 

Did  we  not  mention  that  the  women  sailed  excellently?  Did 
we  not  list  the  growing  number  of  races  for  women?  Did  we  not 
mention  as  many  names  as  possible  to  give  these  women  credit 
for  actively  enjoying  themselves  and  setting  an  example  for 
younger  girls  who  are  potential  sailors? 

Our  sense  of  whimsy  may  not  appeal  to  you,  but  our 
conscience  is  dear,  in  the  future  it  may  be  better  if  you  don  t 
take  Latitude  38  so  seriously  —  nobody  else  does. 


CATALINA  MONTGOMERY  CAPRI 
LASAR  TASER  NACRA  5.2 
VAGABOND  BANSHEE  ALCORT 


CHANDLERY: 

Nicro-Fico,  Harken,  Hqlt- 
Allen,  Schaeffer,  Danforth, 

H  &  L,  Atlantis,  Topsider,  etc. 

BROKERAGE 
RIGGING  &  REPAIRS 

boot 

warehouse 

1531  Third  Ave.  935-6844 


d 


r 


SINCE 


1851 


EXPERTS  IN  THE 


m 


JAYS  OF  THE  SEA 


M 


Stacteite  .  MIb 

MARINE  POLISH 


Shines  and  protects  with  tough 
glass-like  finish. 

Quick,  easy  application. 

Lasts  up  to  a  year. 

Applies  under  hot  sun. 

Tough,  resistant,  high-gloss 
finish  offers  easy  clean-up 
from  salt  and  stains. 

Used  by  professionals. 

Ideal  for  new  and  used  , 
boats  alike. 


REGULAR  $5.00 

MAY  SPECIAL 

is oz.  $3.00 


496  JEFFERSON  STREET,  SAN  FRANCISCO 
76  JACK  LONDON  SQUARE,  OAKLAND 


Respect.  Tartan  Gets  It. 

AS  THE  SECOND  OLDEST  FIBERGLASS  YACHT  MANUFACTURER,  TARTAN  MARINE 
HAS  BEEN  IMMUNE  TO  THE  GYRATING  BUSINESS  CYCLES  AND  MARKETING  FADS  SO 
PREVALENT  IN  THE  INDUSTRY.  DESIGN  EXCELLENCE  AND  SUPERIOR  CRAFTSMAN¬ 
SHIP  HAVE  ENABLED  TARTAN  MARINE  TO  CONSISTENTLY  MAINTAIN  THEIR  POSI¬ 
TION  ATOP  THE  SAILBOAT  INDUSTRY.  CONSISTENCY  DOESN’T  MAKE  TARTAN  THE 
BIGGER  MANUFACTURER,  JUST  THE  BEST. 


TARTAN  37 


TARTAN  30 


QUALITY  USED  BOATS 


SAN  JUAN  21 
TANZER  22 


COLUMBIA  23 
NIGHTINGALE  24 


BAY  AREA 
DEALERS  FOR: 

WILDERNESS  21 

HOMEWOOD  MARINA 
(916)  525-6538 

LAKE  TAHOE 


CLIPPER  YACHT  HARBOR 
(415)  332-4622 

SRUSflLITO 


NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 
DEALERS  FOR: 

SAN  JUANS 

INLAND  SAILING  CENTER 
(916)  635-3767 

SACRAfTlENTO 


GARY  MULL 


“people  are  terribly  confused" 


This  is  the  beginning  of  a  rather  long  interview  with  naval 
architect  Gary  Mull.  We  found  the  interview  so  long  and  so 
interesting  that  it  will  have  to  continue  in  the  next  issue,  if  not 
the  issue  after  that,  too. 

The  early  parts  of  the  interview  deal  with  the  current 
problems  facing  yacht  racing  and  the  IOR  which  Gary  believes  is 
by  far  the  best  rule  around.  But  the  interview  should  interest 
more  than  just  our  readers  who  are  interested  in  racing.  Stick 
with  us,  and  you’ll  get  some  interesting  comments  on  boats  in 
general. 

Gary  Mull  is  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  yacht  designers 
in  the  world.  He’s  done  many  production  boat  designs  for 
Ranger  Yachts  including  the  nortorious  little  Ranger  23,  as  well 
as  numerous  successful  ‘one-off’  designs. 

38:  We  heard  that  you  spoke  at  the  ORCA  meeting  in 
January  at  the  San  Francisco  Yacht  Club  and  expressed  some 
concern  about  the  current  trends  in  the  design  and  construction 
of  racing  yachts.  Could  you  fill  us  in  on  what  you  said? 

MULL:  As  far  the  the  ORCA  meeting  was  concerned,  I  was 
telling  people  what  was  happening  and  what  was  likely  to 
happen  in  the  ITC.  I’m  a  member  of  the  ITC  (International 
Technical  Committee)  which  is  a  subcommitte  of  the  Offshore 
Racing  Council  (ORC)  which  handles  the  IOR  rule.  The  ORC  is 
the  international  body  that  administers  ocean  racing. 

The  ORC  has  a  whole  flock  of  subcommittees  of  which  the 
ITC  is  basically  in  charge  of  the  IOR  rule,  the  Mark  1 1 1  and  Mark 
Ilia.  Anything  to  do  with  the  measurement  rule  goes  to  the  ITC; 
sometimes  we  are  told  what  to  do  by  the  CVRC  and  other  times 
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WEATHER/tM^SM 


NOW  COMBINED  IN  ONE  LOCATION 


YOUR  SECOND 
BOAT  IS  HERE! 

See  Our  Complete  Line 
of  Yacht  Tenders 

AVON  from  595.00 
MARAVIA  650.00 

SABOT  549.00 

MONTGOMERY 


10'  Gunter  Rig  Sail  Boat 
7'11"  Rowing  Model 
7'1 1 "  Sail  Boat  (complete) 


895.00 

449.00 

695.00 


AQUA  DORY  229.00 


AQUA  DORY 

Internationally  used 
since  1959. 

Length:  8' 

Width:  3'- 10" 

Virtually  indestructible. 


MARAVIA  BREEZE 

Length:  9'-6" 

A  new  kind  of  dinghy 
built  with  the  same 
design  breakthrough 
as  the  amazing 
Maravia  Whitewater 
inflatables. 


'  •  1 


300  HARBOR  DRIVE 
SAUSALITO,CA.  94965 
(415)  332*5172  332-5138 


WHAT  MAKES  US  DIFFERENT? 
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We  are  the  only  Bay  Area  sail- 
maker  that  stretch  tests  our 
cloth.  This  enables  us  to  incor¬ 
porate  a  stretch  factor  into  our 
sail  designs.  We  toss  out  the  bad 
apples  by  returning  unacceptable 
cloth  to  the  manufacturer.  And 
he  sends  it  on  to  those  who  can't 
tell  the  difference. 

Why  do  we  go  to  this  much 
trouble?... Because  the  sail  is  only 
as  good  as  the  cloth  it's  made  of. 


/l/litchell  Sails 


SAUSALITO:  2670  Bridgeway.  94965  (415)  332-4104 

SAN  FRANCISCO:  Pier  9,  The  Embarcadero,  941 1 1  (415)986-8108 


Opening  Day  Specials! 


Get  your  sails 

V 

ready  for  spring! 

WE  PROVIDE  A 
CLEANING  &  REPAIR 
SERVICE 


Drop  them  by  on  Monday 
and  they  will  be  ready  for  you 
on  Friday! 


AAERRIMAN  BRONZE 

TURNBUCKLES 
&  TOGGLES 

5/8"  &  3/4"  Only 

1/2  PRICE 


ALL 

DUFFLE 

BAGS 

20%  OFF 


"Friendly  Prices,  Friendly  People " 


AL'S  MARINE  STORE 

PETE'S  HARBOR,  REDWOOD  CITY  364-0288 


GARY  MULL 


“FUR  COVERED  TOILET  SEATS  ARE  NICE” 

/ 

we  are  asked  what  we  should  do.  Anyway,  I’m  pretty  familar 
with  what’s  going  on  in  the  ITC  because  I’ve  been  a  member  for 
five  years. 

At  the  ORCA  meeting  I  was  trying  to  describe  what  has  just 
happened  and  what  is  likely  to  happen  within  the  IOR  itself,  the 
rating  rule,  and  some  of  the  related  things  that  impinge  on  the 
sport.  Some  of  the  things  going  on  aren’t  that  critical  to  most 
people,  like  the  height  of  lifelines,  so  I  stuck  to  the  more 
important  changes  taking  place. 

For  example,  within  the  confines  of  the  rating  rule,  it  is 
broken  down  into  subsections  like  sail  area,  displacement  and  so 
forth.  As  many  people  know,  we  just  changed  the  rule  relating 
to  the  draft  of  centerboard  boats  because  it  seems  apparent,  and 
I  believe  it’s  true,  that  centerboard  boats  were  beating  the  rule 
blind  and  a  couple  of  designers  had  found  a  pretty  substantial 
loophole  in  the  rule  and  made  away  with  it. 

38:  Were  they  doing  this  at  the  expense  possibly  of  a  safety 
factor? 

MULL:  Well,  the  rating  rule  is  not  concerned  with  safety. 
The  IOR  rule  simply  tries  to  assess  the  potential  speed  of  a  boat 
because  of  its  size,  its  shape,  its  weight,  and  its  sail  plan 
configuration  and  figure  out  how  fast  it  goes  in  relation  to  some 
other  boats  its  size  and  shape.  We  don’t  care  if  they  are  made  of 
paper  mache  or  imagination  —  we’re  trying  to  find  a  speed 
potential  between  the  two  -  that’s  all  the  rating  rule  does.  The 
safety  factor  belongs  to  the  Special  Regulations  Committee. 

What  we’re  trying  to  do  is  allow  different  kinds  of  boats  to 
race  on  the  same  race  course  and  use  handicaps  rather  than  an 
absolute  class  like  the  Finns  or  Lasers.  People  get  terribly 
confused,  they  say  this  isn’t  the  really  nice  kind  of  boat,  that 
everybody  ought  to  have  a  heavy  displacement  boat  because 
heavy  displacement  boats  are  really  nice.  Or,  everybody  ought 
to  have  a  boat  with  a  long  keel  because  long  keels  are  really 
nice.  Or  everybody  ought  to  have  red  seat  cushions  because  they 
are  really  nice,  or  fur  covered  toilet  seats  because  they  are  nice 
too.  That’s  got  nothing  to  do  with  how  fast  a  boat  will  go,  so  we 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

However,  on  occasion  things  that  relate  on  other  factors 
impinge  on  the  rating  rule.  For  instance,  one  of  the  ways  the 
daggerboard  boats  and  the  ‘super  light’,  not  the  ‘ultra  light’ 
displacement. 

38:  Is  ‘super  light’  lighter  than  ‘ultra  light’? 

MULL:  No,  ‘super  light’  is  less  than  ‘ultra  light’.  It’s  just  a 
bunch  of  p.r.  bullshit  terminology  anyhow.  Anyway,  the  very 
light  displacement  boats  are  number  one,  not  that  light. 
Everybody  is  of  the  terribly  mistaken  opinion  that  there  is  a 
whole  bunch  of  7,000  pound  One  Tonners  sailing  out  there,  and 
if  they  took  the  trouble  to  look  at  the  rating  sheets  they  would 
see  that  they  are  not  7,000  pound  boats  -  they  are  8,500 
pound  and  9,000  pound  boats.  They  are  nowhere  near  as  light 
as  people  frantically  imagine  they'are. 

Anyway,  the  light  displacement  boat,  particularly  the  light 
displacement  daggerboard  boats,  run  afoul  of  a  couple  of 
factors.  Number  one,  in  order  to  build  a  daggerboard  boat  so 
that  it  can  be  stable  enough  to  go  up  wind  with  a  normal  keel 
boat,  you  have  to  build  the  whole  boat  really  light  and  save  a 
helluva  lot  of  weight  in  the  construction  of  the  interior  and  the 
fittings.  You  have  to  do  this  so  that  you  can  put  enoygh  ballast 
in  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  not  in  the  keei,  but  the  bottom  of 
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C Yachts) 


NOW  AVAILABLE  AT: 

farallone  yacht  sales 

"IN  THE  FREIGHT  YARD” 


AT  2415  MARINER  SQUARE  DR. 
ALAMEDA,  CA.  94501  (415)  523-6730 


CATALINA  30 . : . .  $26,500 

CATALINA  27 . $15,500 

CATAUNA  25 . $10,000 


CATALINA  30 . : . .  $26,500 

CATAUNA  27 . $15,500 

CATAUNA  25 . $10,000 

CATALINA  22 . $5,800 


SELECTED  BROKERAGE 

ERICSON  32,  Coyote  Pt.  Berth . $33,000 

CATALINA  27,  O/B,  Alameda  Berth . $14,000 

CATALINA  27,  O/B,  Emeryville  Berth . $13,000 

CATALINA  22,  fixed  keel,  trl,  O/B . $6,800 

CATALINA  22,  trl,  O/B . $5,600 

VICTORY  21,  w/trl . $4,500 


THE  TRUCKS  ARE  ROLLING 

to  Sailboats/Sausalito  from 


ALL  AT  INTRODUCTORY  SAVINGSIII 


THE  BEST  IN  BROKERAGE 


45'  MUMMERY  CUTTER . $110,000 

43'  COLUMBIA .  49,500 

41'  FREEPORT,  1977  .  79,000 

40'  SALAR .  69,500 

40' CONCORDE,  radar . .  .  . .  69,500 

40'  CHALLENGER,  loaded .  74,000 

40'  CONCORDIA  YAWL . 's .  59,000 

38'  DOWN  EASTER,  1976 .  63,000 

38'  KETTENBERG . 29,900 

36' CAL,  race  rigged .  34,500 

36' ISLANDER,  diesel .  45,000 

35'  YORKTOWN,  diesel  . . 38,200 

35'  CORONADO . '.....  44,000 

35' CHINOOK,  classic .  29,950 

35'  SEAGOER  YAWL .  27,500 

33'  1C,  one-design,  fiberglass . 13,500 

32'  DOWNEAST  CUTTER .  46,950 

32' ERICSON,  like  new .  34,950 

32' CORONADO,  aft-cabin .  27,500 

32' CORONADO,  like  new .  28,500 

32'  ERICSON . .  .  28,000 


32' BUCCANEER,  1976 .  38,500 

32' COLUMBIA  PAYNE  9.6,  1976 .  35,000 

31' GAFF-SCHOONER,  diesel . 7,500 

30'  HERRESHOFF,  7  sails . 1 .  22,000 

30' CHANCE  30  .  31,500 

30' COLUMBIA .  24,000 

30' RAWSON,  diesel . 31,500 

30' HURRICANE . 16,500 

28'  ISLANDER,  IOR  racer . 30,500 

28'  MORGAN,  diesel .  25,500 

27'  SANTANA,  loaded . 15,250 

27' SANTANA,  9.9  outboard  .  . . 14,500 

27' TARTAN,  Atomic  4  .  20,500 

27' CATALINA,  9.9  outboard . 14,500 

25'  IRWIN,  well-equipped . 10,900 

23' CLIPPER,  with  trailer . 7,950 

22'  CATALINA . 5,200 

21'  VENTURE . 2,800 

20' BUCCANEER,  with  trailer . 6,950 

19'  RHODES . 1,850 

17' SLEEKCRAFT,  450  Olds . 5,900 


2660  BRIDGEWAY,  SAUSALITO,  CALIFORNIA  94965 /TELEPHONE  (415)332-5400 

BANK  FINANCING  /  15  YEARS  /  10%  SIMPLE  INTEREST  /  LOW  DOWN 


GARY  MULL 


“OH  SHIT!  THE  WATER  HAS  BEEN  ROUGH  FOREVER’’ 

the  boat  so  that  it  winds  up  as  stiff  as  a  boat  with  a  keel  6/2  feet 
deep. 

So,  a  lot  of  these  boats,  all  of  the  daggerboard  boats,  of 
course  carry  all  of  their  ballast  weight  in  the  bilges.  Well,  there 
are  two  ways  to  get  a  stable  boat  when  you  do  this.  One,  you 
can  build  a  heavier  displacement  boat  so  you  can  save  some 
weight  to  put  in  ballast.  Say  the  construction  weights  are  ‘X’ 
thousand  for  a  One  Tonner.  If  you  make  the  boat  a  lot  heavier 
you’ve  got  a  lot  more  ballast.  Or,  the  other  thing  you  can  do  is 
say,  well,  I’m  just  going  to  start  with  a  light  displacment  boat 
and  not  want  less,  but  even  more  lead  because  it’s  inside  — 
because  to  get  more  stability  you’ve  got  to  get  in  more  lead  than 
before,  but  it’s  going  to  be  inside  the  boat.  Well,  how  do  you  do 
that?  You  can’t  pull  it  out  of  the  joiner  work,  because  there  just 
isn’t  that  much  to  pull  out.  You  can’t  pull  it  out  of  the  winches 
and  gear,  because  you  need  that.  So  where  does  it  come  from? 
Usually  it  comes  from  the  structural  weights.  If  the  structure  is 
done  very  carefully  by  a  really  good  designer  that  knows  what 
he’s  doing  structurally  and  is  not  guessing  or  shooting  from  the 
hip,  and  if  the  boat  is  built  properly  by  a  builder  who  knows  his 
apples  —  then  you’re  going  to  get  a  boat  that  is  light  and  strong 
enough. 

But  what  has  happened  is  that  not  all  of  the  people  designing 
and  building  these  light  boats  really  take  the  time  to  do  the 
structural  calculations  and  know  what  the  hell  they  are  doing 
anyway.  They  just,  what  the  hell,  pick  a  number.  They  think, 
we  used  to  do  it  with  5/8 ’s  skin,  let’s  do  it  with  3/8’s  skin  and 
see  what  happens,  after  all  it’s  not  their  money,  it’s  the  boat 
owners. 

In  the  last  One  Ton  series  Down  Under  there  was  bad 
structural  damage  due  to  a  lot  of  factors. 

38:  Was  it  rough? 

MULL:  Oh  shit,  the  water  has  been  rough  forever.  Ever  since 
‘day  one’  according  to  the  Bible  the  waters  have  been  rough  and 
they  haven’t  gotten  any  rougher.  People  say,  geez,  that  was 
really  a  tough  One  Ton  series,  but  we  have  waters  just  as  rough 
here  in  the  Buckner  Race.  What  happens  is  that  the  designers  get 
off  on  drawing  light  boats  and  builders  get  off  on  building  light 
boats,  and  pretty  soon  we  get  light  and  lighter  and  lighter  — 
which  may  help  in  terms  of  performance  —  but  after  a  while 
you  better  damn  well  make  sure  your  liferaft  is  in  good  working 
order. 

So  that  is  one  of  the  things  that  the  ITC  is  looking  at,  the 
effect  of  displacement.  Ordinarily  the  ITC  would  look  at  the 
effect  of  displacment  on  speed  and  that’s  all  —  we  say  there’s  a 
newish  type  of  boat  and  we’re  getting  enough  data  to  say  this 
boat  is  definitely  faster  or  slower  and  we  try  to  make  an 
adjustment  in  the  rule  based  on  the  speed  difference. 

However,  the  ORC  —  which  has  a  representative  from  every 
nation  that  ocean  races,  representatives  that  are  sailors  not 
designers  or  builders.  O.K.,  they  have  said  look  at  it  as  it 
impinges  on  speed.  What  we  are  concerned  with  is  that  just 
looking  at  it  in  terms  of  speed  is  not  enough  to  halt  the  very 
obvious  and  very  obviously  dangerous  trend  toward 
construction  that  isn’t  heavy  enough. 

So,  at  the  ORCA  meeting  I  said,  one,  we  are  very  concerned 
about  the  speed  potential  of  these  very  wide,  flat-bottomed 
boats  —  they  still  don’t  go  upwind  in  light  to  moderate  weather 
very  well,  although  they  go  pretty  darned  well  in  those 


Sutter  cuts  it. 


Sutter  not  only  invented 
the  radial-head  spinnaker, 
we  perfected  it  over  14  years 
of  racing.  The  result  is  more 
projected  sail  area,  higher, 
fuller  shoulders,  longer- 
lasting  shape  and  less 
luff  curl. 


Sutter  headsails  are  designed 
by  computer.  Stretch,  sea 
and  wind  factors  are  calculated 
exactly  to  produce  maximum 
power  and  speed.  Best  of  all 
we  can  duplicate  Sutter 
designs  that  win.  , 


Sutter  mainsails  have  a  new 
twist  in  jiffy  reefing.  A  built-in 
load  wire  eases  the  leech 
when  reefed  and  gives  a 
faster,  flatter  mainsail 
shape.  Send  for  our  Mainsail 
brochure  for  more  details. 


Box  927  Sausalito  332  2510 


ENGINES 


LARGEST  PARTS  SUPPLY  IN  NORTHERN  CALIF. 


MD  3B  ONLY  ONE  LEFT 
,  LIST:  $4,543. 

SALE  $3,495. 
3-cylinder,  4-stroke  marine  diesel  engine  with  direct 
injection.  Propeller  shaft  output  26kW  (35  hp) 

ENGINE  SPECIALS 
VOLVO  PENTA  DIESELS 


MB10A  New  14  HP,  2  Cylinder . '$1284. 

MD  IB  New  10  HP,  1  Cylinder . $1950. 

MD  6A  Rebuilt,  10  HP,  2  Cylinder  $0^0 . $2100. 

AQ  130  I/O,  New  130  HP,  4  Cylinder . $1795. 

AQ  130  I/O  Rebuilt,  130  HP,  4  Cylinder . $1295. 


2  Merc  Cruisers/330  HP,  2:1  reducti^^  \_EFT  ea-  $1500. 


NEW  YANMAR  DIESELS  IN  STOCK 

YS  G12  12  HP,  1  Cylinder,  3:1  reduction . $1495.00 

2  QM15  15  HP,  2  Cylinder,  2:1,  list  $2640  ....  $2323.20 

2QM20  20  HP,  2  Cylinder,  2:1,  list  $3080  ....  $2710.40 

3  QM30  30  HP,  3  Cylinder,  2:1,  list  $3472  ....  $3055.36 


342-5278 

THOR  THORSTENSON,  INC.  251  California  St.  Burlingame 
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CRUISING 

WOULDN’T  YOU  RATHER  SET  SAIL  IN  A  NOR’WEST  33? 


PERFORMANCE 

The  Nor'West  33  was  designed  by  Chuck 
Burns  specifically  for  ocean  cruising.  He 
designed  a  boat  that  was  fast  to  make 
those  arduous  ocean  passages  shorter.  He 
designed  her  to  be  weatherly,  to  have  the 
ability  to  work  off  a  dangerous  lee  shore. 
He  designed  her  to  be  responsive,  so  you 
may  thrill  to  the  simple  pleasure  of  a 
swift  sail. 

COMFORT 

The  Nor'West  33  was  designed  and  built 
for  comfort.  Her  strong  full  keel  makes 
tracking  sure,  and  the  sailing  motion 
pleasant.  sThe  decks  are  clear  and  unclut¬ 
tered,  giving  you  a  safe  working  area  and 
room  to  relax.  The  sleek  functional 
interior  is  ideal  for  living  aboard,  either 
at  the  dock  or  on  the  seas. 

ECONOMY 

You'll  be  amazed  at  how  much  the  Nor' 
West  33  offers  for  such*  a  reasonable 
price.  She's  big  enough  to  saii  any  ocean, 
yet  small  enough  to  leave  you  with 
money  left  to  go  cruising.  The  Nor'West 
33  is  easily  handled  by  either  a  couple  or 
a  single-hander.  Reasonable  price,  low 
maintenance,  quality  construction  — 
three  reasons  that  make  the  Nor'West  33 
your  best  sailboat  investment. 


NOR1  WEST  33 


" BUILT  HERE  TO  GO  THERE 


Nor’West  Yachts,  430  Hester  St.,  San  Leandro 


SEE  AT 


SKIPPER  YACHT  SALES 

1535  BUENA  VISTA  AVE.  ALAMEDA  (415)522-6500 


GARY  MULL 


“WHAT’S  NEW  IN  YACHTING  FASHIONS” 

conditions  now.  They’re  getting  heavier,  for  example  the  Farr 
One  Tonners  this  year  are  a  thousand  pounds  heavier  than  they 
were  last  year,  because  last  year  they  couldn’t  go  upwind  in 
light  weather  —  and  this  year  they  a  going  upwind  a  little  bit 
better.  Farr  is  working  toward  a  9,000  pound  boat  from  the 
bottom  and  everyone  else  is  working  toward  a  9,000  pound 
boat  from  the  top  end. 

We  are  also  being  asked  to  look  at  fhe  structural  part  of  it, 
and  since  the  ITC  is  the  International  Technical  Committee  we 
have  a  subcommittee,  of  which  I’m  also  a  member,  looking  into 
structures.  That  is  the  structural  configuration  of  the  boat  itself 
and  this  is  pretty  tough  work,  we  use  a  computer  a  lot,  and 
we’re  going  to  be  using  them  a  lot  more  in  the  future.  We’re 
studying  about  1 5  different  structural  scantling  rules  that  have 
historically  worked  well,  as  well  as  structures  of  boats  that  have 
worked  well.  We’re  trying  to  come  up  with  a  new  method  of 
looking  at  scantlings;  hopefully  if  it  goes  as  well  as  I  expect  it 
will,  it  will  wind  up  being  a  ‘cookbook’  for  a  designer.  He’ll  be 
able  to  look  at  the  ‘cookbook’  and  with  the  parameters  of  his 
boat  say,  O.K.,  the  skin  thicknesses  if  it’s  in  this  material  has  to 
be  so  thick.  We’ll  have  it  for  glass,  wood,  whatever,  and  it  will 
be  pretty  helpful.  We’ve  done  that  for  a  long  time  here  in  our 
office.  There  are  a  lot  of  different  authorities  who  will  put  out 
structural  rules  —  Lloyds  Register  in  England  is  one,  Herreshoff 
and  Nevins  are  two  that  work  in  wood  pretty  well,  the 
American  Bureau  of  Shipping  does  it  here  in  the  United  States. 
We’re  just  trying  to  make  a  collusion  of  this  stuff,  and  that  is 
one  of  the  things  the  ITC  is  looking  at. 

Another  thing  the  ITC  is  looking  into  is  the  proliferation  of 
multiple  rigs.  It’s  amusing  that  a  year  and  a  half  ago  there  were 
only  one  or  two  three-spreader*rigs  in  the  world  and  they  were 
the  sort  that  were  being  used  from  ages  ago.  Now,  it’s  the  new 
thing,  it’s  like  what’s  new  in  yachting  fashions  is  having  more 
spreaders  than  the  next  guy. 

38:  This  is  to  support  a  thinner  spar? 

MULL:  Right.  Spars  are  a  fairly  straightforward  structural 
study.  If  the  panel  length,  that  as  the  distance  between  the 
support  points  gets  smaller,  then  the  section  moment  of  inertia 
can  get  smaller  and  it’s  essentially  on  about  the  function  of  the 
square  of  the  length. 

So,  what’s  happening,  in  the  interest  of  reducing  windage  in 
front  of  the  mainsail  or  whatnot,  people  are  using  smaller  and 
smaller  spars.  Well,  it’s  an  interesting  thing,  there  are  one  or  two 
spar-makers  who  have  gotten  a  tremendous  reputation  out  of, 
‘designing’  smaller  spars.  The  truth  is  they  don’t  really  design 
them,  they  simply  put  on  a  smaller  size  section  than  they  had 
done  before.  It’s  no  great  trick  to  put  a  smaller  spar  on  a  boat, 
anybody  can  do  that,  the  trick  is  to  get  it  to  stay  up  as  a  viable 
piece  of  gear.  And,  after  the  Boca  Grande  Race  in  the  SORC 
this  year,  there  were  a  numer  of  boats  that  didn’t  manage  that 
last  trick,  they  ended  up  with  their  rigs  in  the  water. 

38:  Were  these  primarily  multiple-spreader  rigs? 

MULL:  Well,  the  multiple-spreader  rigs  really  don’t  have  that 
much  to  do  with  it.  You  can  design  a  perfectly  good  structure 
with  no  spreaders,  or  a  perfectly  sound  structure  with  20 
spreaders.  The  whole  point  is  that  this  has  gotten  to  be  sort  of 
an  emotional  thing:  ‘I’ve  got  to  have  a  smaller  mast’. 

There  is  one  sail  maker  who  took  a  look  at  a  good  boat,  a 
successful  boat,  and  said  the  boat  has  got  to  have  a  smaller  mast 
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Coming  Soon 

SIS 

the  announcement 
of  the  new  DeWitt  soil  loft 
opening  by  the  water 
in  brickyard  cove, 
the  finest  sailmaking  facility 
for  northern  Californio  yachtsmen. 

dewitt  sails  415-234-4334 


LeFIELL 


•  Cruising  boat  sizes  20  to  55' 

•  No  welding  required 

•  Complete  assembly  instructions 

•  Add-on  components  available 

For  your  nearest  dealer  contact: 

SAILBOAT  EQUIPMENT,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  111,  Sausalito,  CA  94965  (415)332-0885 


In  the  Beginning 

THERE  WERE  BARUNA  &  ORIENT 


BARUNA  *  ORIENT  —  BARIENT 


Baruna  and  Orient,  two  of  S.F.'s 
most  famous  Class  A  yachts  and 
winners  of  numerous  Bay  Cham¬ 
pionships  and  offshore  races. 

The  early  Barient  winches  were 
developed  and  tested  on  Baruna 
and  Orient.  (And  they  are  still  using 
the  same  winches  today  ...  20 
years  later.) 


TODAY  THERE  ARE  MERLIN  &  IMP 


"MERLIN" 

Bill  Lee  Custom 
1977  Transpac 
First-to-Finish, 
Division  II  Winner; 
La  Paz  Winner. 


"IMP" 

Holland/Kiwi  Custom 
1977  S.O.R.C. 
Champion; 
Fastnet  Winner; 

Admiral's  Cup 
High  Point  Boat; 
1st  Keefe  Kilborn. 


For  additional  information  contact 
your  local  dealer  or 
Sailboat  Equipment  Inc. 


Plus  thousands  of  other  racing  &  cruising  yachts  sailing  world-wide  with 
the  finest  winches  available.  BARIENT  winches  that  are 
designed,  developed,  tested  and  built  right  here 

in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area.  _  _ .  # 

nSABARlMMCT! 

Your  present  Barient  winches 
can  be  converted  to  electric  motor  drive 


SAILBOAT  EQUIPMENT  INC.  •  P.O.  BOX  111,  SAUSALITO,  CA  •  (415)332-0885 


GARY  MULL 


“TOO  MANY  OWNERS  JUST  SIT  BACK  AND  PAY  BILLS” 

and  they  damn  near  lost  that  one,  and  the  comment  was  M  don’t 
care  if  you  almost  lost  it,  you  didn’t  lose  it,  if  you  had  a  smaller 
mast  you’d  be  faster’.  Well,  sure  a  smaller  mast  would  be  faster 
until  the  time  you  lose  the  damn  thing. 

It’s  interesting  the  people  who  continually  suggest  smaller 
and  smaller  spars  will  not,  under  any  circumstances,  reduce  the 
structure  of  their  own  product.  For  instance,  winches  or  sails  or 
whatnot.  You  won’t  get  a  sailmaker,  for  example,  suggesting 
that  you  use  two  layers  of  cloth  on  the  clew  patch  of  a  genoa, 
because  he  knows  full  well  that  as  soon  as  the  clews  pulls  out 
you’re  going  to  come  back  and  say  ‘this  thing  wasn’t  built  worth 
a  damn,  build  it  right.’  It’s  going  to  cost  him  money,  it’s  going 
to  come  out  of  his  profit.  Sailmakers  won’t  tell  you,  and  won’t 
even  consider  telling  you  to  use  smaller  and  lighter  clew  patches 
because  they  know  it  has  to  be  big  enough  to  stand  up  to  the 
job.  But,  they  will,  time  and  time  again,  say  you’ve  got  to  have  a 
smaller  mast,  because  in  the  back  of  their  minds  they  know  they 
are  not  going  to  have  to  pay  for  the  mast. 

38:  Are  you  saying  that  there  are  people  who  are  willing  to 
go  closer  and  closer  to  the  ‘edge’  on  the  rigs  and  hulls  and 
everything,  and  therefore  necessarily  dragging  everyone  else 
along  who  wants  to  be  competitive?  Is  that  basically  what  Is 
happening? 

MULL:  Basically  what’s  happening  is  that  the  sport  is  under 
more  pressure  than  anyone  ever  dreamed.  I’m  speaking  of 
international  ocean  racing.  International  ocean  racing  is  gett' 
terrific  pressure,  more  now  .  .  .  there  are  economic  incentiv 
The  sailmakers  make  a  lot  of  money  -  there  are  obviously  3  or 
4  lofts,  two  in  particular,  who  make  a  hell  of  a  lot  of  money 
making  sails.  As  a  consequence  there’s  hardly  a  winning  boat 
that  doesn’t  have  one  of  their  honchos  on  the  boat  —  whether 
or  not  they  are  particularly  good  for  the  boat,  and  usually  they 
are.  But  I  think  it’s  sort  of  a  sad  thing,  where  there  are  too 
many  owners  who  sit  back  and  pay  the  bills  and  I  can  t  imagine 
that  as  being  a  helluva  lot  of  fun. 

But,  this  is  the  kind  of  pressure  being  brought  to  bear  by  two 
classes  of  citizens.  One  class  is  the  guy  who  is  advising  the 
owner  —  sometimes  a  designer,  sometimes  a  builder,  sometimes 
a  sailmaker,  sometimes  his  Friday  afternoon  drinking  buddy.  He 
advises  the  owner  to  make  this  lighter,  make  this  smaller,  and  so 
forth.  He  knows  he’s  not  going  to  have  to  pay  for  it  if  it  breaks, 
so  what  the  hell,  it’s  easier  for  him  to  say  ‘gee,  I  think  we  made 
it  too  smail,  better  go  up  a  size’.  Or  says,  ‘hell,  let’s  replace  it 
with  the  same  thing  because  I  don’t  think  we’re  going  to  get 
into  that  kind  of  weather  again  this  year. 

The  other  group  of  citizens  bringing  this  on  are  the  owners 
themselves.  The  owners  are  putting  up  with  it.  There  s  damn 
few  owners  now  who  have  the  backbone  to  look  one  of  these 
hotshots  in  the  eye  and  say,  “you  don’t  know  what  you’re 
talking  about,  I  want  to  be  able  to  get  home  in  this  boat, too.” 
Guys  go  racing  around  the  Farallons  in  these  boats,  in  some  of 
these  boats  .  ,  .  actually  here  in  San  Francisco  we’ve  probably 
been  lucky  in  that  we  have  normally  heavier  weather  and  people 
don’t  stick  their  necks  out  that  far.  In  other  parts  of  the  world 
where  they  don’t  get  this  weather  that  often  they  are  willing  to 
gamble.  In  southern  California  you  almost  can’t  get  a  pair  of  sea 
boots  (laughter)  because  you  don’t  normally  get  your  feet  wet. 
I’m  not  making  fun  of  the  guys  in  southern  California,  they  re  a 
lot  of  good  sailors  there,  but  it’s  just  a  fact  if  they  don  t  see  this 
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OPENING  DAY  BONUS 

1 0%  OFF 

Everything  in  Our  Store 

CAPS  SWEATERS  BAGS 
FOUL  WEATHER  GEAR 
SHIRTS  PANTS  BLAZERS 
KNIVES  NAUTICAL  NOVELTIES 

OFFER  GOOD  THRU  MAY  25TH 

(You  must  mention  Latitude  38  to  qualify.)  - 


SPECIALISTS  IN  YACHTING  APPAREL 


Mustang  Floatcoats 

Sperry  Topsiders  Peter  Storm 

Sebago  Docksiders  America’s  Cup 

Canor  Plarex  Int’l.  Sportswear 


T99  SECOND  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
PHONE  986-2090 

FREE  PARKING  AT  SW  CORNER 
AT  2ND  AND  HOWARD 


and  SUDDENLY  1s,l0SaRn  Die9° YC- 0penin9  Day> 
you’re  WINNING!  'V“  Die9° YC  Ton  R89a,,a’ 

You’re  on  the  starting  line— the  gun  goes  off-ZAP! 
The  whole  fleet  is  behind  you  at  the  weather  mark- 
All  you  can  do  now  is  increase  the  lead. 

If  your  idea  of  racing  is  a  responsive,  exhilarating 
ride  with  a  First  Place  Trophy  at  the  end  of  the  series; 


this  Bruce  King  designed  26-footer  is  the  right  boat  at 
the  right  time.  She  has  proven  her  ability  to  come  out 
on  top  in  MORA,  IOR,  PHRF  classes. 


For  more  information  contact:  WINE  SETT  YACHTS 


1st  Southern  California  M.O.R.A. 
Championships 


Division  of  Armor  Top  Mfg. 

1301  Western 
Las  Vegas,  NV  89102 
(702}  384-5632 


DISCOUNT 

Mail  Order  May  Be  a  Good  Way 

to  Save  Money. . . 

.  .  .  YOU  KNOW  EXACTLY  WHAT  YOU  WANT  AND, 

.  .  .  THE  CATALOG  HAS  EXACTLY  WHAT  YOU  NEED, 

.  .  .  THE  PRODUCT  YOU  ORDER  ARRIVES  AS  ORDERED, 

.  .  .  YOU  NEVER  REQUIRE  ANY  WARRANTY  SERVICE. 

TOO  MANY  '1FS" 

WHY  NOT  TRY  CATALOG  BROKERAGE?  Catalog  brokerage  is  a  unique  service  which  combines  individualized 
service  and  wide  product  selection  along  with  savings  in  one  complete  package. 

WE  OFFER  SERVICE . .  .  our  staff  has  been  selected 

from  a  broad  range  of  marine  backgrounds  and  has  practical 
knowledge  in  all  phases  of  boating.  Whether  you  are  building  or 
repairing,  racing  or  cruising,  we’re  here  to  help.  To  insure  that  our 
customers  get  the  best  value  for  their  money,  we  not  only  advise 
on  how  to  do  a  job,  but  just  as  important,  what  is  available  to  do 
the  job  right. 

WE  OFFER  WIDE  PRODUCT  SELECTION  . . . 

as  we  have  the  advantage  of  buying  from  nearly  every  well-known, 
and  some  not  so  well-known  manufacturers  of  marine  products. 

We  can  help  you  select  the  exact  item  you  need  or  want. 

WE  OFFER  SAVINGS  . .  ■  direct  buying  without  the 

costly  burden  of  heavy  inventories  makes  it  possible  for  us  to  offer 
service  and  selection  and  still  save  you  money. 

Our  catalog  sales  counter  is  open  Monday  thru  Friday  from  12:30  to  5:30 
J  for  your  convenience. 

^  ''[Ve  sell  to  boat  owners  at  boat  builders’  prices.  ” 

Winter  Hours  —  Mon.-  Fri.  10-6;  Sat.  9-5;  closed  Sun. 

Catalog  Sales  —  Mon.-  Fri.  12:30-5:30 

1552  MAPLE  STREET  -  REDWOOD  CITY.  CA 
Docktown  Marina  (415)  365-7874 


GARY  MULL 


“HEY,  MY  BOAT  BROKE!” 

kind  of  weather  very  often  the  old  human  mind  gets  it  behind 
you  quick. 

38:  Do  you  feel  pressure  to  go  lighter,  to  design  thinner,  or 
do  you  have  certain  limits  where  you  won’t  go  any  farther? 

MULL:  First  of  all,  I’ve  been  designing  boats  for  a  bunch  of 
years,  I  don’t  know  how  many,  and  I  intend  to  be  designing 
boats  a  lot  of  years  from  now.  I  have  degree  in  Naval 
Architecture  and  Mechanical  Engineerii.g  —  a  combination 
degree  —  and  I  try  to  treat  this  as  much  as  it’s  possible,  as  a 
profession.  We  take  pride  in  the  fact  that  we  can  tell  the  owners 
not  to  worry  about  a  rudder  post  or  a  chainplate  pulling  out.  We 
take  pride  in  the  fact  that  if  we  te|l  an  owner  that  if  you  add 
this  much  ballast  to  this  location,  the  rating  is  going  to  come 
out  ‘X’,  and  hit  it!  We  know,  we’re  not  guessing,  and  there  sure 
is  a  hell  of  a  lot  of  just  pure  guessing  in  naval  architecture 
anyway,  it’s  just  not  a  precise  science.  On  the  other  hand,  it’s 
not  some  damn  schoolboy  hobby  it  doesn’t  take  any  brains  at 
all  to  pull  out  a  bunch  of  yachting  magazines  and  study 
everything  that  is  in  the  design  section  and  then  maybe  take  a 
flyer  in  one  direction  or  the  other  —  any  designer  was  doing  that 
when  he  was  ten  years  old. 

38:  Do  you  think  that’s  what’s  going  on? 

MULL:  Sure  it’s  going  on.  There’s  a  lot  of  guys  that  can’t  tell 
you  where  the  boat  is  going  to  float  when  it’s  launched  —  I 
mean  literally  can’t  tell  you!  I  can  tell  you  horror  stories  of 
having  to  have  keels  moved  half  a  foot!  Boats  floating  a  foot 
down  by  the  bow  or  a  foot  down  by  the  stern.  Boats  coming  in 
way,  way  over  their  ratings. 

We  dropped  a  bunch  of  Half-Tonners  in  -  we  had  a 
half-tonner,  Perception,  and  three  other  sister  ships  in  Italy  and 
Hot  Flash  here  in  the  United  States  —  they  were  built  according 
to  the  drawings,  ballasted  according  to  the  drawings,  the  right 
prop  was  put  on  and  when  they  were  put  in  the  water  they 
rated  21.7.  One  of  them  rated  21.75  and  we  had  to  fiddle  with 
the  '!’  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  to  get  it  back  to  21.7  for  a 
Half-Ton  rating.  But,  it’s  not  like  we  get  calls  from  owners  all 
the  time  saying,  “Jesus  Christ  my  boat  rates  a  foot  over  rating, 
what  am  I  going  to  do?”,  and  we  sure  as  hell  don’t  answer  them, 
“Geez,  I  thought  it  was  gonna”  and  then  hang  up  the  phone. 
We  deal  with  builders  on  a  professional  basis,  saying  this  is  the 
structure  we  have  to  have. 

Sure  we  get  pressed!  This  is  a  very,  very  competitive  business. 
It’s  really  easy,  really  easy,  to  be  conservative  and  be  trying  to 
take  a  responsible  viewpoint  for  your  owner  and  then  wind  up 
just  enough  conservative  that  a  guy  willing  to  take  a  risk  will 
beat  you  in  a  series  of  races.  It’s  happened  before:  to  us,  and 
we’re  guarding  against  it  —  not  by  taking  flyers,  but  by  working 
a  little  closer  to  the  bone  ourselves.  We  do  have  limits,  we  won’t 
go  below  certain  structural  limits.  I  don’t  want  to  go  on  some 
race  in  one  of  my  boats  and  go  below  at  3  in  the  morning  when 
it’s  blowing  50,  and  worry  myself  silly  that  the  keel  is  going  to 
fall  off  or  the  chainplates  are  goirfg  to  pull  out  or  something  like 

that.  ‘  . 

We  sail  on  our  boats  and  we  sure  don’t  want  to  commit 
suicide  on  them.  We  sure  as  hell  don’t  want  to  leave  the  office 
on  Friday  night  and  come  back  Monday  morning  and  hear  that 
some  owner  has  split  his  hull  -  as  three  designers  did  in  the  One 
Ton  Worlds.  I  can’t  imagine  what  a  designer  feels  when  an, 
owner  calls  up  and  says,  “Hey,  my  boat  broke!”  And  they 
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At  last!  The  anchor  that  works... 


Wishbone 

non-fouling  Anchor 


A  new  concept  in  boat 
anchoring,The  first 
trouble-free  anchor 
ever  designed. 

Completely  non-fouling. 

*  Eliminates  trip  lines,  will 
not  snag  in  any  bottom. 

*  Always  retrieves  easily. 

*  Sets  the  first  time,  everytime, 
even  in  clay,  grassy  and  hard  sand  bottoms. 

*  Will  not  foul  the  anchorline  anytime. 

*  Will  not  plane,  drag,  or  turn  over. 

*  Eliminates  setting  two  anchors  to  prevent  fouling. 

*  Hot  dipped  galvanized  high  tensile  steel  for 
complete  rust  protection. 

*  Eliminates  resetting  because  of  wind  and  tide  changes. 

*  Available  in  models  for  boats  from  10  to  100  feet. 
Models  for  larger  boats  available  on  special  order. 

*  Proved  by  ocean  test,  not  tank  tested  in  powdered  sand. 

Wishbone®— The  safest  anchor  for  your  boat  and  for  you! 

U.S.  Patent  No.  3,022.762  and  No.  D243324 
Other  Patents  Pending. 

For  the  name  of  a  dealer  near  you,  contact: 

CO. 

645  HOWARD  STREET,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALIF.  94105 
Exclusive  Northern  California  Distributor  392-2681 


We’ll  Buy  You 
0  Yacht! 


If  you'll  lease  it  from  us.  We'll  also  give  you 
purchase  options  so  you  can  have  the  yacht's 
equity,  and  for 


LESS  THAN  5%  DOWN 

with 


LOW  MONTHLY  PAYMENTS 


Also,  you  may  pay  the  sales  tax  monthly 
rather  than  up-front. 

Inquire  about  our  better  method  of  financing  your 
/  yacht  acquisition. 

AMI  YACHT  LEASING 

523-6150 

ORDER  THE  BOAT  OF  YOUR  CHOICE! 

Most  makes  and  models  of  new  and  used 
quality  fiberglass  sailboats  available. 
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Kermit  Parker 


From  New  Zealand  comesIL.  FRANCIS  HERRESHOFF’S 


H28 


often  called  the 
“PERFECT 
CRUISING 
YACHT” 


Specifications 

Length  overall . 29ft  1  in. 

Waterline  length  ....  23ft  9in. 

Draft .  4ft  Oin. 

Beam . 9ft  Oin. 

Displacement .  7,400  lbs 

Ballast .  4,000  lbs 

Working  sail  area  . .  .  359  sq.ft. 


The  long  traditional  full  keel  of  the  H28  makes  her  the 
ideal  cruising  yacht.  Only  a  bare  minimum  of  effort  is 
needed  at  all  times  on  the  tiller  even  when  sailing 
down  wind  in  a  good  blow.  Trim  her  out,  go  fix  a  cup 
of  your  favorite  grog  and  enjoy.  The  H28  will  sail  her¬ 
self  to  where  you  want  to  go. 


•  MORE  SPACE 

•  MORE  ROOM 

•  MORE  FUN  IN 
FIBERGLASS 


L.  Francis  designed  all  of  his  boats  to  have  good 
sailing  qualities  first  and  then  he  worried  about 
what  the  interior  accommodations  would  be. 
The  H28  in  particular  was  designed  for  the  man 
with  limited  time  in  which  to  sail,  yet  would 
like  to  get  to  an  anchorage  for  a  weekend  and 
be  back  to  work  on  time  Monday  morning.  She 
was  designed  to  be  a  boat  that  can  be  gotten 
underway  quickly  for  an  evening  sail,  or  ghost 
along  in  light  breezes,  yet  she  will  stand  up  to  a 
good  blow.  All  in  all  this  H28  is  a  winner.  She  is 
New  Zealands'  most  popular  cruiser/racer  with 
several  cruising  to  Tahiti,  Fiji,  Raratonga,  Ha¬ 
waii,  and  one  even  going  to  the  East  Coast  of 
USA.  Literally  thousands  of  this  design  have 
been  built  in  wood,  and  over  two  hundred  in 
^glass.  That  is  proof  of  this  H28's  incredible  sea 
talents.  With  more  space  than  her  wooden 
counterpart,  she  gives  you  all  that  you  need  for- 
cruising  and  a  bit  of  SF  Bay  racing  too.  If  you 
are1  looking  for  that  Bay  sailing  and  cruising 
yacht  in  the  traditional  spirit,  the  New  Zealand/ 
Kermit  Parker  H28  might  be  the  very  boat  you 
are  looking  for.  Solid  and ‘salty  with  a  heritage 
that  is  hard  to  beat,  she  will  take  you  where 
you  want  to  go. 


San  Rafael  Yacht  Harbor  •  557  Francisco  Blvd,  San  Rafael,  CA  94901  (415)  456-1860 


GARY  MULL 


“IS  MERLIN  A  CRAZY  BOAT?” 

break,  I’m  not  talking  like  a  tiny  crack  in  a  violin  case  or 
something,  I’m  talking  about  major  structural  failures  where  the 
crews  were  worried.  You  know  the  best  bailing  device  in  the 
world  is  a  frightened  man  with  a  bucket,—  there  were  a  lot  of 
those  people  down  in  Australia.  That’s  crazy! 

38:  Where  do  you  assign  limits?  For  example,  is  Merlin  a 
crazy  boat? 

MULL:  No,  no. 

38:  Is  Sweet  Okole? 

MULL:  No,  I  think  Sweet  Okole  is  a  pretty  good  boat.  You 
happened  to  pick  two  boats  that  were  designed  by  good 
designers.  And,  actually  Sweet  Okole  was  built  a  bit 
conservatively,  but  they  were  both  built  very  carefully. 

I  happen  to  know  Bill  Lee  and  Bill  is  a  good  builder.  If 
you’re  going  to  have  a  boat  built  in  fiberglass,  Bill  is  one  of  the 
best.  He’s  very  careful,  and  he  works  in  high  quality  laminates. 
You  can  take  the  same  boat,  with  the  same  exact  structure,  and 
have  some  other  guy  who  is  not  as  careful  build  the  boat  and  it 
will  wind  up  coming  in  4,000  lbs.  too  heavy  and  it  will  not  be 
strong  enough  anyway.  Merlin  was  designed  at  20,000  I  think, 
and  came  in  at  22,000  or  23,000  pounds  —  weights  slip  up  a  bit. 
But  no,  she’s  not  a  crazy  boat.  She’s  ...  I  get  a  kick  out  of 
people  talking  about  Merlin,  it  seems  absolutely  amazing  to 
them  that  a  boat  62  feet  on  the  water  and  22,000  pounds 
happens  to  go  fast  downwind.  I  mean,  if  it  didn’t  go  fast 
downwind,  that  would  really  be  amazing.  For  that  boat  to  go 
fast  downwind.  .  .  it’s  supposed  to,  but  it  doesn’t  go  upwind 
worth  a  diddley. 

There  are  other  ones,  Farr  has  had  trouble  with  structures,  so 
has  Doug  [Peterson]  ... 

38:  He  had  trouble  with  what,  B195  in  Australia? 

MULL:  Yeah. 

38:  Do  you  think  that  he  was  trying  to  approach  the  very 
edge?  I  guess  we  shouldn’t  ask;  you  that,  should  we?  (Laughter). 

MULL:  I’d  rather  not.  (Laughter).  There’s  a  combination  of 
owner/designer/builder  that  failed.  Now  I  don’t  know  where  in 
that  chain  the  failure  was,  but  the  cracks  and  the  aluminum 
plates  to  reinforce  the  boat  -  that’s  the  proof  that  there  was  a 
failure.  The  fact  that  sq  many  damn  boats  chose  not  to  finish  so 
many  of  the  races  and  the  fact  that  so  many  boats  came  back 
with  their  tails  between  their  legs  looking  for  a  boatyard  - 
that’s  a  sad  fact. 

38:  In  every  boat  failure  there  is  probably  one  of  the  three, 
designer,  builder,  or  owner,  who  should  have  ‘said,  I  don  t 
want  to  be  a  part  of  this”? 

MULL:  There  should.  See  the  whole  problem  is  that  I  don’t 
think  the  owners  can  be  responsible.  You  get  a  doctor,  lawyer, 
or  an  Indian  Chief  who  comes  in  here  for  a  boat,  and  he’s  too 
busy  being  as  good  a  doctor  or  lawyer  or  Indian  Chief  as  he  can 
be  to  earn  enough  money  to  pay  for  the  boat.  He  doesn  t  have 
the  time  to  look  in  what  is  a  fairly  technical  thing  -  hell,  I  went 
to  school  for  seven  years,  and-its  not  something  you  pick  up 
over  a  weekend  or  even  a  lifetime  of  weekends  sailing.  So,  I 
■  don’t  think  you  can  hold  owner  to  blame  even  if  you  can  blame 
them  because  they  lay  back  and  take  it.  Many  owners,  I  have  a 
suspicion,  think  they  are  being  had,  but  they  just  don’t  know 
how  or  why,  so  they  don’t  say  anything. 

We  feel  the  pressure  a  helluva  lot.  It’s  purely  the  pressure  of 
competition,  and  we’ve  had  a  Quarter  Ton  boat  finish  third  in 
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Must  yacht  racing  on 
S.F.  Bay  be 
expensive? 

NOT  IF  YOU  RACE  THE 
HIGH  PERFORMANCE 
ONE  DESIGN 

FLYING  FIFTEEN 


SPECIFICATIONS 
LOA  20'  SAIL  AREA: 

LWL15'  MAIN:  100  sq.  ft. 

BEAM  5’  JIB:  50  sq.ft. 

DRAFT  2'6"  SPINN:  150  sq.  ft. 

DISP.  7001b. 

Come  and  join  us  on  a  Flying  Fifteen  and  find  out 
what  a  'screaming  reach'  is  all  about. 

"Qfe  Sail  Boat  Works 

1813  Clement  -  Alameda,  CA  94501  -  (415)  521-1580 


TURN  YOUR  BOAT  ON 
TO  120V  AC  POWER! 

•  OPERATE  A  MICROWAVE  OVEN! 

•  USE  ELECTRIC  HEATERS  AT  ANCHOR! 

•  WATCH  TV  UP  THE  DELTA! 

•  USE  ELECTRIC  DRILLS  AT  SEA! 

SMALL 

FROM  JUST  23  LBS.,  16"  x  5",  FITS  ANYWHERE! 

SILENT 

DEPENDABLE! 

RUNS  OFF  12, 24,  or  36  DC  BATTERIES 
Use  it  for  all  your  110V  needs  at  sea. 

Get  the  details  on  all  the  different  models  of  these  super  efficient 
self-demand  generators  at  the  following  dealers:  BOAT  &  MOTOR 
MART,  SF.  824-3545;  WEST  MARINE  PRODUCTS,  Palo  Alto, 
494-6660;  OYSTER  POINT  MARINE,  S.  S.F.,  873-9494;  AL’S 
MARINE  STORE,  Red.  City,  364-0288;  BOATBUILDERS  SUPPLY 
Red.  City,  365-7874;  GOLDEN  GATE  YACHT  SALES,  San  Rafael, 
465-6700;  MARINE  ENGINE  &  ELECTRIC,  San  Rafael,  454-8177; 
SHIP’S  STORE,  Red.  City,  365-3440;  MARITIME  ELECTRONICS, 
San  Jose  378-0400  and  Sausalito  332-5086^ 


serendipity  is  also  the  distributor  for  these  distinguished  marine  products: 


HOOD  SEA-FURL 

The  world's  most  advanced,  most 
reliable  jib  furling  and  reefing  system. 


HOOD  GEfMNI 

The  high-performance,  low-weight 
system  that  greatly  improves  headsail 
changes. 


mflRLOW  ROPES 

The  new  concept  in  color-coded,  high- 
performance  racing  and  cruising  line. 


/bfencfipitij' /ctilboats 

PIER  9/THE  EMBARCADERO/  SAN  FRANCISCO  94111/986-8108 


MOVE  UP  TO  A  WINNER! 

PETERSON  34 


What  do  we  mean  by  a  winner?  How 
about  "Mage  Wind"  finishing  first  in 
IOR  Division  II,  and  a  mere  18 
seconds  behind  Imp  which  led  the 
fleet!  How  about  "The  Force"  and 
"Wovoka"  sisterships  in  the  same  race 
making  for  additional  boat-for-boat 
racing  excitement.  How  about  a 
complete,  comfortable  interior  for  the 
family  cruiser. 

Some  boats  win  on  the  races,  some 
win  in  comfort  —  the  Peterson  34  wins 
them  all!  See  her  today  at  Serendipity! 

Designed  by  Doug  Peterson,  built  by 
Island  Yacht  Corporation,  and  adapted 
specifically  for  San  Francisco  Bay  by 
Serendipity. 


This  proven  IOR  winner  is  also  being 
offered  as  a  family-oriented  one-design 
Racer  and  Cruiser.  She  will  impress 
knowledgeable  Yachtsmen  looking  for 
a  beautiful,  fast,  yacht.  The  Peterson  34 
has  the  unique  ability  to  take  family 
and  friends  cruising  in  comfort  and  win 
races  —  at  a  surprisingly  affordable 
price. 


LOA  33'- 11'  DRAFT 6'-3" 

LOA  33'-1 1"  DISPLT.  10,800 

LWL  28'-3"  BALLAST  5,100 

BEAM  11 '-2" 


GARY  MaLL 


“A  SUBSTRUCTURE  OF  TUBES  IS  GOING  BACK” 

the  Worlds,  a  Half-Ton  boat  finish  second,  a  Three-Quarter  Ton 
boat  win  the  Worlds  —  but  you  look  at  the  SORC  this  year  and 
we  only  had  one  boat  in  the  whole  SORC.  Why  is  that?  I  think 
part  of  the  reason  is  that  we  haven’t  been  willing  to  go  as  close 
to  the  bone  as  other  people. 

38:  Imp  was  acknowledged  as  dynamite  in  the  SORC  and  the 
Admiral’s  Cup  last  year,  but  she  really  isn’t  a  ‘radical’  boat  is 
is  she.  And,  I  don’t  know  how  much  of  Imp  is  from  your  design 
of  Dave’s  previous  boat,  Improbable. 

MULL:  I  think  Ron  Holland,  the  designer  of  Imp,  said  in  one 
of  the  magazines,  about  Imp,  what  he  was  doing  was  designing 
around  the  same  kind  of  parameters  as  Improbable,  but  with  the 
IOR  Mark  III  firmly  in  hand.  We  didn’t  even  have  the  IOR  rule 
printed  when  we  designed  Improbable,  so  we  just  designed  her 
to  go  fast  and  never  mind  the  rating  which  is  why  she  rates  so 
high.  I  think  though,  that  it’s  a  pretty  flattering  thing  for  Ron 
to  say,  but  I  think  Imp  is  an  obvious  Holland  design,  and  I  don’t 
think  he  owes  Improbable  anything  except  the  fact  that  they 
had  the  same  owner.  I  think  it’s  all  his  boat  and  he  did  a  damn 
fine  job  of  it. 

But  no,  Imp’s  not  radical.  If  you  look  at  the  much  touted 
aluminum  sub-structure  she’s  radical.  I  think  the  much  touted 
tubing  .  .  .  structuring  it  does  not  make  sense  —  in  terms  of 
structural  design  it’s  baloney. 

38:  Is  that  right? 

MULL:  Yeah. 

38:  Its  doesn’t  give  any  more  rigidity  to  the  hull? 

MULL:  Well,  let  me  put  it  this  way.  Ten  or  15  years  ago 
Maeserati  was  racing  in  the  Grand  Prix  races  and  they  had  the 
famous  ‘bird-cage’Maeserati  with  a  bunch  of  tubes,  none  of 
them  much  bigger  than  drinking  straws.  These  tubes  were 
welded  together  in  the  very  elaborate  substructure,  then  a  light 
skin  was  layed  over  the  tubes  to  fair  them  aerodynamically.  But 
if  you  look  now  all  of  the  cars  have  gone  to  monocoque 
construction  where  the  skin  carries  the  loads.  Airplanes  used  to 
be  held  together  with  struts  and  bailing  wire,  and  now  they  are 
monocoque  construction.  Going  back  to  a  substructure  of  tubes 
is  going  back  —  it’s  not  going  forward.  Any  good  structural 
engineer  can  tell  you  once  you  design  the  shell  of  a  boat  strong 
and  stiff  enough  to  withstand  the  water  loads,  the  hydrostatic 
and  hydrodynamic  loads  that  the  water  imposes  on  the  boat, 
you  don’t  have  to  go  very  much  farther  to  make  the  boat  rigid 
fore  and  aft.  And  that,  is  what  all  that  substructure  is  supposed 
to  do.  So  what  they  have  in  Imp  is  the  tremendous  tubular  thing 
and  they  have  this  skin  that  is  still  strong  enough  to  carry  the 
hydrostatic  loads. 

38:  So  you  think  the  tubular  substructure  is  excess? 

MULL:  (Laughter).  Improbable  had  longitudinal  framing  to 
make  her  rigid  in  the  jibstay /backstay.  .  .  we  did  a  boat  called 
Gonnagitcha,  which  in  the  SORC  last  year  was  overshadowed  of 
course  by  Imp,  but  finished  a  fairly  strong  second  in  that  class. 
Gonnagitcha  was  going  to  be  built  in  aluminum,  but  the  yard 
that  was  going  to  do  her  wound  up  doing  work  boats,  and  we 
had  to  have  Gonnagitcha  built  in  fiberglass.  We  did  a  calculation 
of  the  rigidity  of  the  hull  comparing  aluminum  with  C-flex  and 
found  the  aluminum  boat  would  be  markedly  more  rigid  in  the 
jibstay  /backstay  plane.  We  didn’t  much  like  that,  so  we  sat 
down  and  decided  that  we’d  have  to  do  something.  We  used 
carbon  fiber,  putting  carbon  fiber  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  in 
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SALE! 


30%  OFF 


SBE  Key/COM  Fifty-Five 

25  WATTS  -  55  CHANNELS 


•  KEYBOARD  CHANNEL  ENTRY  -  FAST 

.  DIGITALLY  SYNTHESIZED  -  No  Crystals  to  Buy 

•  ALL  CHANNEL  OPERATION  —  Domestic  or  Foreign 
.  BRIGHT  DIGITAL  READOUT 

•  LOUD  HAILER  -  Powerful  10  Watts  Audio 

•  DIMMER  ADJUSTMENT  FOR  ALL  FRONT  LIGHTING 

•  4  WEATHER  CHANNELS  -  3  U.S.  and  1  Canadian 


BOAT  BUILDERS  SUPPLY  CO. 

1552  MAPLE  STREET  -  REDWOOD  CITY,  CA 
Docktown  Marina  (415)365-7874 


IN  THE  FINEST  SCANDINAVIAN  TRADITION 


CUSTOM  CARPENTRY 
AND  WOOD  WORK 
ON  YOUR  BOAT 

INTERIOR  AND  EXTERIOR 

-•  Hull  repairs  —  cold  mold,  clinker,  carvel 

•  Deck  replacement  and  repairs 

♦  Mast  and  spar  building  and  repairs 

Y  CRAFTSMANSHIP 
REALISTIC  PRICE 


NORSEMAN 

Yacht  Building  and  Repair 

1083  PARK  AVENUE 
ALAMEDA,  CA.  94501 
Phone  522-8458  (5-7  pm) 


SOREN  BO  HANSEN 

BOATWRIGHT 

YEARS  OF  EXPERIENCE  IN  BOATWORKS 
OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  DENMARK 


THOR  THORSTENSON,  INC. 


VOLVO  PENTA 


CHRYSLER 


YANMAR 

PERKINS 


FARYMANN 

HONDA 


25!  CALIFORNIA  ST.  BURLINGAME 

342-5278 


Make  your  interior  like  an  Islander 

CHECK  THE  PRICES!  CHECK  THE  QUALITY! 

% 


COCKPIT  INTERIOR  pirpfk 
CUSHIONS  CUSHIONS 


$96/PAIR 

Catalina  27 
Ranger  29 

$299 

$332 

ANY  SHAPE 

Cal  34 

$364 

ANY  SIZE  TO  80" 

Islander  36 

$439 

NEW  FOAM  CUT  TO  SIZE  -  .28/BOARD  FOOT 


50%  OFF 

MOST 

FACTORY 

PRICES 


100’s  OF  STYLES 

Herculons 

Nylons 

Olefins 


CALL  NOW 

For  Appointment  at  Your  Boat 

(408)  269-2010 

Ten  day  delivery  anywhere  in  the  Bay  Area 
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GARY  MULL 


“NO,  IMP  IS  PLENTY  STRONG” 

the  deck,  and  the  gunnels,  and  the  boat  —  on  paper  at  least  — 
was  slightly  more  rigid  than  the  aluminum  boat  would  have 
been,  and  it  was  the  same  weight. 

We  tested  the  boat  with  8,000  pounds  on  the  backstay  and 
the  boat  bent  a  total  of  about  7/1 6’s  of  an  inch.  You  do  this  by 
stringing  a  wire  from  the  bow  to  stern  pulpit  and  by  the  mast 
you  make  a  mark  where  the  wire  passes  —  doing  this  with  the 
backstay  off.  Then,  you  pump  up  the  backstay  to  whatever  load 
you  want  to  test,  and  make  another  mark  on  the  mast,  and  if 
the  boat  has  bent  the  marks  on  the  mast  will  be  in  different 
places.  We  didn’t  test  any  aluminum  boats  that  were  any  better. 

38:  But  beyond  her  tubular  framing,  Imp  is  not  particularly 
radical  in  that  she  is  ultra-light  or  has  many  spreaders  or  has  an 
exaggerated  hull  shape? 

MULL:  Imp  does  have  two  things  that  are  somewhat 
unusual.  One,  she  has  sort  of  a  short,  lumpy  after-ending  of  the 
waterline  which  happens  to  be  treated  fairly  nicely  under  the 
rule,  and  it’s  not  exaggerated  so  much  that  it’s  a  bad  shape.  That 
same  shape  has  been  exaggerated  and  produces  pretty  slow 
boats.  So  there  is  a  little  fiddley-dee  going  on  in  the  back  end 
but  certainly  nothing  radical. 

The  only  thing  that  is  a  departure  from  sort  of  normal  curves 
is  the  sail  area  to  displacement  ratio  and  the  sail  area  to  length 
ratio.  She’s  got  more  sail  area  to  displacment  than  most  boats 
by  a  lot.  That’s  not  readily  apparent  when  you  look  at  her 
because  it’s  not  a  different  shape  or  anything,  but  when  you 
step  back  and  really  look  at  it,  boy  it’s  really  tall.  But  that’s 
nothing  radical  either.  • 

38:  So  you  don’t  see  Imp  as  nearing  the  edge  of  safety? 

MULL:  No,  she’s  plenty  strong. 

38:  Does  this  mean  you  don’t  necessarily  have  to  risk  your 
life  to  be  competitive?  Or  is  it  just  getting  harder  and  harder  to 
do? 

MULL:  Oh  well,  it’s  a  funny  thing.  Smaller  boats  —  Quarter, 
Half,  and  Three  Quarter  Tonners,  where  the  crew  weight 
represents  a  substantial  part  of  the  total  vehicle  weight,  then  it 
seems  it  pays  to  go  closer  to  the  bone,  closer  to  the  structural 
limits.  That’s  because  you  can  count  on  people-weight  to  allow 
you  to  sail  it  like  a  dingy.  Once  you  get  over  One  Ton  size  it’s 
really  hard  to  make  a  Two  Tonner  so  you  can  sail  it  like  a  One 
Tonner,  you  just  can’t  put  that  many  people  on  a  boat. 

We  did  a  boat  for  Dick  Ettinger  called  Free  Spirit  that  was 
alot  like  that.  We  wanted  to  do  a  very  wide,  fairly  flat-bottomed 
flat-bottomed,  light  displacement  boat.  She’s  32  feet  and  weighs 
12,000  pounds.  In  the  ‘Big  Boat  Series’  up  here  our  finishes 
were  pretty  poor  but  we  demonstrated  to  everyones 
satisfaction,  certainly  mine,  in  anything  over  12  knots  of  breeze 
Free  Spirit  was  at  least  equal  to  anybody  there,  including  Imp, 
on  rating.  In  18  knots  of  breeze  I  think  she  was  faster  than 
anybody  there  on  racing.  Imp  had  been  arbitrarily  rated  a  foot 
or  so  above  her  rating,  but  even  if  she  had  sailed  on  her  rating  I 
think  we  would  have  beaten  her  a  couple  of  times  but  we 
wound  up  getting  into  bad  tactical  situations.  We  had  a  reach 
across  the  bottom  of  the  bay  from  No.  7  to  No.  8  or  whatever  it 
is,  and  we  sailed  over  about  4  boats,  managing  to  get  ourselves 
back  into  contention  after  a  bad  start  and  sort  of  stupid  tactics, 
but  we  got  off  in  some  clean  air  and  just  blew  right  over  them. 

Unfortunately  I  didn’t  realize  Dick  was  moving  to  southern 
California  because  it’s  a  good  heavy  air  boat  but  not  a  good 
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“WE’VE  DONE  A  REAL  CRIME  TO  OURSELVES” 

light  air  boat.  Down  there  she’ll  probably  stink  up  the  course, 
but  in  a  good  breeze  she’s  a  helluva  boat  —  really  fun  to  sail, 
controllable  and  everything.  But  it’s  really  hard  to  sail  a  boat 
that  size  like  a  dinghy,  and  one  of  the  ways  we  did  it  in  the  Big 
Boat  Series  is  we  just  wound  up  carrying  everybody  who  wanted 
to  go  for  a  boat  ride.  I  think  on  one  race  . . .  “Jim,  how  many  . 

.  .  Jim  .  .  .  Jim!  Jim!!  Jim!!!  don’t  let  me  disturb  you  .  . .  how 
many  people  did  we  carry  on  Free  Spirit  that  day  you  were 
racing  with  us?”  Fourteen!  (Laughter).  You  had  to  stand  in  line 
to  get  a  seat  on  the  weather  rail.  But  the  boat’s  just  really 
powerful,  and  ordinarily  it’s  really  hard  to  make  a  One  Tonner 
so  you  can  sail  it  like  that. 

So,  what  happens  is,  in  the  daggerboard,  light  displacment 
end  of  the  spectrum  there  is  far  more  pressure  to  do  a  super 
light,  light,  very  sensitive  boat  in  the  small  end  range  than  the 
big  end  range. 

38:  What  kind  of  racing  do  you  enjoy  the  most? 

MULL:  I  used  to  race  in  a  Star  boat  and  that  was  really  good 
fun,  I  got  a  bang  out  of  it.  There’s  only  two  people  on  the  boat, 
you’ve  only  got  yourself  and  the  other  guy  to  blame.  With  two 
people  you  both  participate  in  the  strategy  and  tactics  —  you 
can’t  sail  without  the  other  guy.  As  boats  get  bigger  and  bigger 
the  whole  thing  gets  diluted.  Once  you  get  into  an  overnight 
race  it  really  gets  diluted  because  you’ve  got  a  whole  other 
watch  to  blame  while  you’re  asleep.  It  surprising  to  see  how 
many  races  are  lost  by  the  'other  watch’  during  the  night. 
(Laughter).  I  think  that  the  major  difficulty  with  ocean  races  is 
that  the  ‘other  watch’  lost  the  race  sometime  during  the  night. 

No,  I  like  any  kind  of  sailing.  I  like  racing  daysailing,  I  like 
cruising  although  I  haven’t  had  the  time  to  do  so  for  a  long  time 
now,  but  I  really  enjoy  that,  too.  I  don’t  care  what  the  hell  kind 
of  boat  people  go  sailing  in  as  long  as  they  are  having  fun.  The 
thing  I  don’t  like  is  that  there  are  a  lot  of  people  out  there  who 
are  not  having  any  fun  anymore! 

It  used  to  be  here  on  San  Francisco  Bay  —  and  I  think  we’ve 
done  a  real  crime  to  ourselves  —  it  used  to  be  that  back  in  the 
olden  days  when  I  was  young  and  ocean  racing,  the  regattas 
were  Saturday  and  Sunday  affairs.  You  would  sail  the  boat  over 
to  the  host  yacht  club  Friday  night  and  there  would  usually  be  a 
dinner  or  a  small  halfway  party  with  a  few  drinks  or  whatnot 
and  you’d  talk  to  a  few  people  and  you’d  race  like  hell  on 
Saturday.  Likely  as  not  you’d  have  dinner  at  the  yacht  club  that 
night  and  if  you  were  young  and  dumb  you’d  have  a  few  more 
drinks  than  you  really  needed  and  you’d  sleep  on  the  boat  and 
then  you’d  wake  up  on  the  boat  on  Sunday  and  it  was  really 
nice.  At  the  St.  Francis  yachl;  harbor  or  San  Francisco  Yacht 
Club’s  harbor  sometimes  you’d  wake  up  in  the  morning  at  7  or 
so  and  smell  bacdn  frying  and  some  fresh  coffee  coming  off  the 
boats.  People  would  be  waking  up  and  saying  “Hi”  to  one 
another  and  usually  you’d  have  breakfast  on  the  boat.  Then 
you’d  race  on  Sunday,  and  usually  people  would  even  stop  in 
the  yacht  club  after  the  race  to  say  “Hi”  and  “Goodbye”  and 
tell  a  guy  you’d  run  right  over  him  the  next  time  out  —  but  all 
in  really  good  fun  and  then  you’d  sail  home  Sunday  evening. 

Nowadays  nobody  really  knows  anybody  really.  They  power 
over  to  the  starting  line  and  half  the  boats  are  five  minutes  late. 
They  race,  they  give  one  another  the  ‘finger’  after  the  race  is 
over,  and  they  don’t  see  one  another  until  the  next  race  which  is 
a  couple  of  weeks  later.  It’s  stupid!  (MORE  NEXT  MONTH) 


rmSeOUNT  BOAT  SUPPLIES] 

ACR  Olin 


JIM-BUOY 


DAVIS 


DANFORTH  CQR  BECKSON 
=  raij  jEFFERson  =§  Aquameter 
H&L  SCHAEFER  CHELSEA 


Kenyon 

Interlux 

RULE  PAR  SR  Mariner 


limine  | 

Forespar  hi-tc-hi-?  ^ 


\4*g&egn  [fig  HARKEN  SIGNET  BARLOW  LEWMAR  &  Many  other  top  brands!!! > 


MAY  MONTHLY  SPECIALS 


PRICES  GOOD 
THRU  MAY  3T 


* 


MOB  STROBE 

250,000  peak  lumens 
strobe  light  visible  to  15 
miles.  Self-righting  and 
switches  on  in  water. 
Waterproof.  Operates  40 
hours.  Uses  6  volt  lantern 
battery  (not  included). 
Model  565. 

brat  $5?:-Sfr.  Sale  $43.15 


SAFETY  HARNESS 

Forespar  heavy  duty  har¬ 
nesses  constructed  of  red 
2"  webbing.  Cross  straps. 
S/S  snap  hook.  Gold  braid 
nylon  lanyard.  Three  sizes. 
SHS  (Small) 

Liat  $26.50.  Sale  $19.95 
SHM  (Medium) 
biot$27'.-fefr.  Sale  $20.95 
SHL  (Large) 

Liot  $28.50.  Sale  $21.75 


SPOTLIGHT 

ACR  22,000  cp  hand-held 
spotlight  uses  6  volt  lan¬ 
tern  battery  (not  included). 
Completely  waterproof. 
Model  L6A. 

Liot  $30.06.  Sale  $28.80 


CUSHIONS  , 

USCG  approved  buoyant 
cushions  in  red,  white  or 
blue.  Two  grap  straps. 
Size  15"  x  15"  x  2".  Model 
WMP005. 

Liot  $0.05.  Sale  $6.95 


FIRE 

EXTINGUISHERS 

USCG  Type  1.  UL  listed. 
Pressure  gauge.  Refillable. 
Dry  chemical  type.  Safety 
handle  discharge.  Mount¬ 
ing  bracket. 

Model  210R  (Small) 

Liat  $1430.  Sale  $8.95 
Model  410R  (Large) 

Liot  $10.06.  Sale  $14.95 


BARGAIN  FENDER 

Pneumatic  design.  Open 
center  core.  One-piece 
white  vinyl.  9"  x  20". 
Model  RP920. 

Liot  $25.75.  Sale  $17.95 
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CANVAS  OXFORD 

Sperry  Topsider.  Full 
cushion  insole.  Loose 
lined.  Army  duck  uppers. 
In  navy  blue  only.  Model 
601. 

List  $18,96.  Sale  $15.95 


WHISKER  POLE 

For  boats  over  30  ft. 
Spring-loaded,  pin-locking. 
16  ft  to  22  ft  telescoping 
in  1  ft  increments.  3"  dia. 
12  ft  stowed  length.  Self¬ 
latch  inboard  and  piston 
style  outboard  end  fittings. 
Model  ADJ12-22. 

-Liot  $186.  Sale  $141 


FREE  SHIPPING  ON  MAIL 
AND  PHONE  ORDERS  FROM 
PALO  ALTO  STORE  ONLY  24 
HOUR  SERVICE. 

On  most  all  items  for  orders  of  $30  or  more. 
Shipping  free  to  all  48  states.  Orders  usually  shipped 
within  24  hours  of  receipt.  Liberal  return  policy.  Extra 
discount  on  orders  of  $500  or  more.  Ask  for  details. 
We  accept  B/A,  M/C  and  VISA.  No  COD  please! 
'Sale  Prices-Store  Sales  Only! 


i 

i 

i 

I 
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1978  Catalog 

FREE... our  new  1978  catalog  of 
quality  boating  supplies  at  discount 
prices.  Thousands  of  name-brand 
items  for  power  &  sail.  Free  ship¬ 
ping  on  most  items  to  50  states  for 
orders  over  $30. 

IMame 


I 

i 


Address 

~| 

Citv 

State 

Zip 

'/A  WEST  MARINE  PRODUCTS  ! 

Store  &  Mail  Orders:  850T  San  Antonio  Rd  □  Palo  Alto,  Ca.  94303  □  (415)  494*6660  \ 

Retail  Store  Only:  2200  Livingston  Street  □  Oakland,  California  94606  □  (415)  532-5230  ij 


Store  &  Mail  Orders:  850T  San  Antonio  Rd  □  Palo  Alto,  Ca.  94303  □  (415)  494-6660 
Retail  Store  Only:  2200  Livingston  Street  □  Oakland,  California  94606  □  (415)  532-5230 
Open  Mon.  through  Wed.  and  Fri.  9-6,  Thurs.  9-8:30  PM,  Sat.  9-5,  Sundayt  9-2:30 
^  Former  name  West  Coast  Ropes,  t  Oakland  store  only. 


1.0. R.  OFFSHORE 

Last  month  we  ran  a  5-page  spread  titled  “What  Sort  of  Man  is  a  Serious  Ocean  Racer?”  It  was  terrible,  and  consisted  of  4 
full-page  pictures  and  about  13  lines  of  dfivel.  It  should  have  been  titled  “What  Sort  of  Thing  We  Do  When  We’ve  Got  A  Date  With 
Our  Printer”.  Our  apologies  to  Bill  Erkelens  and  Dave  Allen  as  well  as  our  readers. 

Having  failed  once,  we’re  going  to  take  another  shot  at  letting  our  readers  know  what’s  going  on  in  local  offshore  racing  —  IOR 
style.  Little  goodies  like:  Who  is  racing  in  what?  Where  do  they  race?  Who’s  winning? 

We  ve  also  got  our  act  together  enough  to  print  the  interviews  we  didn’t  print  last  time  with  Bill  Erkelens  and  Dave  Allen, 
owners  of  the  winners  of  the  first  two  offshore  races,  as  well  as  opponents  in  the  much  delayed  Challenge  Cup.  Not  all  offshore 
racers  do  the  ocean  in  custom  boats,  so  we’ve  also  included  short  pieces  with  Jaren  Leet  and  James  Wagenheim,  owner  of  a  new 
Ericson  3 4  and  Peterson  34  respectively,  two  production  boats  designed  to  run  with  the  custom  racers. 

And,  as  a  last-minute  special  feature,  printed  directly  below  these  wonderful  words  is  the  latest  on  the  IOR,  the  friend  /  enemy 
(circle  one)  of  offshore  racing. 


A  FEW  WORDS  ON  IOR 

There  are  three  ways  you  can  race  offshore.  You  can  race  PHRF  in  a  5-race  series  that  starts  in  June.  If  your  boat  is  under  31 
feet,  you. can  race  in  MORA,  which  has  two  series  of  5-races,  which  started  last  month.  But,  if  you  want  to  race  with  the  big  new 
glamor  boats,  you  have  to  race  IOR,  which  also  has  two  series  of  five  races:  the  Danforth  Series  which  started  last  month,  and  the 
Gulf  of  Farallons  Series  which  starts  in  August. 

Since  it’s  inception  the  IOR  has  been  a  source  of  controversy  .There  are  those  who. love  it,  there  are  those  who  accept  it,  and 
there  are  those  who  hate  it.  And  these  are  just  the  feelings  of  some  of  the  people  who  race  under  the  IOR  rule. 

Those  who  like  the  rule  and  support  IOR  (see  Gary  Mull  and  Dave  Allen  elsewhere  in  this  issue)  cite  certain  positive  aspects  of 
the  rule:  It  gives  freedom  to  designers  and  owners  to  draw  and  race  any  kind  of  boat  they  want.  It’s  also  an  international  rule,  and 
one  they  think  is  simply  better  than  anything  else  around. 

Those  who  dislike  the  IOR  say  the  rule  has  ‘fostered  unseaworthy  and  uncomfortable  boats  that  rapidly  become  obsolete. 
Nobody  argues  with  the  fact  that  when  the  IOR  replaced  the  CCA  rule,  literally  hundreds  of  boats  became  instantly 
non-competitive.  Detractors  of  the  rule  also  argue  that  the  rule  has  effectively  eliminated  production  ‘racer/cruisers’  from  being 
competitive,  and  that  the  rule  changes  too  often. 

Just  before  going  to  press  a  new  “provisional  rule”,  which  Gary  Mull  claims  embodies  the  most  radical  changes  ever  in  the  IOR, 
was  sent  out  to  all  IOR  racers.  According  to  the  Offshore  Racing  Council  bulletin,  the  changes  are  meant  to  accomplish  three 
things:  1.)  To  disfcourage  boats  from  having  extremely  large  sail  plans.  2.)  To  correct  what  seems  to  have  an  unfair  advantage  for 
extremely  light  boats.  3.)  To  assist  older  boats  in  becoming  competitive  and  to  promote  the  development  of  dual-purpose  (i.e. 
racer/cruisers)  yachts.  As  we  understand  it,  if  you  have  a  relatively  short  heavy  boat,  with  a  moderate  sail  plan,  the  “provisional 
rule”  will  suit  you  just  fine.  If  you  have  a  long,  lightweight,  large  sail  area  boat,  you  probably  won’t  like  it. 

With  the  bulletin,  the  Offshore  Racing  Council  sent  out  a  list  demonstrating  how  1,he  provisional  rule  would  affect  a  sampling  of 
about  1  50  boats.  Of  this  list  of  production  boats, 'only  6  would  get  higher  handicaps.  The  Ranger  22s  and  Ranger  28s  would  suffer 
slightly;  the  J -24  would  be  hurt  and  little  more;  Santana  20s,  NorthStar  727s,  and  Santa  Cruz  27s  would  take  a  beating.  Boats  that 
come  out  smelling  like  roses  included  those  such  as  Pearson  Vanguards,  Bermuda  40s,  Columbia  50s,  and  Tartan  34s  just  to  name  a 
few.  All  of  these  boats  would  have  their  ratings  reduced  by  between  10  and  15%.  Almost  all  other  production  boats  would  recieve 
substantially  lower  handicaps  also. 

For  purposes  of  comparison,  under  the  provisional  rule  the  Santa  Cruz  27  would  have  to  give  time,  and  in  some  cases  lots  of 
time,  to  the  following  boats:  Ericson  41,  Ericson  37,  Islander  36,  Yankee  38,  and  Ranger  37  to  name  just  a  few.  In  a  ten  mile  race, 
a  Santa  Cruz  27  would  have  to  give  an  Alberg  35  almost  9  minutes  in  time.  Irony  of  ironies,  this  is  just  about  how  the  two  boats 
rate  out  under  PHRF.  As  a  second  comparison,  the  provisional  rule  would  have  Santana  20’s  competing  with  Peterson  25s  on  an 
almost  boat-for-boat  basis.  Interesting,  no? 

Paradoxically  enough,  the  “provisional  rule”  seem  to  give  argumentative  ammo  to  both  those  who  like  the  IOR  and  to  those 
who  don’t  like  the  IOR.  Pro  IOR  sailors  can  point  to  the  fact  that  the  IOR  is  encouraging  more  sensible,  heavily  constructed 
yachts,  and  penalizing  ‘radical’  ones.  .Those  who  don’t  like  the  rule  will  say  “Sure,  but  look,  you  just  made  a  whole  flock  of  new 
boats  and  those  on  the  boards  instantly  obsolete  -  you’ve  done  it  again.”  Weirdly  enough;  these  sailors  with  negative  IOR  thoughts 
would  be  siding  with  those  people  who  own  the  boats  they  hate  most  —  strange  shipmates  to  say  the  least.c. 

Clearly  the  provisional  rule'will  create  turmoil  -  those  who  would  gain  vesus  those  who  would  lose  -  and  if  your  boat  is  made 
obsolete,  you’ve  got  a  lot  to  lose.  The  turmoil  will  be  particularly  fierce  since  this  is  only  a  provisional  rule,  and  it  is  up  to  local  race 
officials  to  decide  whether  or  not  to  implement  it.  Final  approval  from  the  Offshore  Racing  Council  could  come  no  earlier  than 
November. 

This  is  confusing,  isn’t  it.  Confusion  has  always  been  one  of  the  problems  of  the  IOR.  Not  only  do  fewer  sailors  understand 
the  IOR  rule  than  understand  the  Theory  of  Relativity,  even  less  can  keep  up  with  all  the  changes  and  proposed  changes. 

Will  the  provisional  rule  revive  the  IOR?  Who  the  hell  knows!  But  it  hardly  seems  likely  that  hordes  will  be  drawn  back  to  the 
starting  line  on  the  basis  of  a  provisional  rule  -  a  rule  nobody  even  knows  will  ever  be  accepted. 

Nobody  can  deny  that  the  IOR  is  consistent.  It  was  born  in  controversy,  has  lived  in  controversy,  and  remains  in  controversy! 
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WHO 

I0RDA  1978  OCEAN.  ENTRIES 

\ 

YACHT 

SAIL  # 

YACHT 

TYPE 

RATING 

OWNER 

CLUB 

DIVISION  I  (over 

28.9) 

\  • 

8985 

Natoma 

Rhodes  Ketch 

44.4 

D.  Dalziel 

STFYC 

8901 

Lightning 

S/S  57 

41.9 

L.  Carr 

STFYC 

8943 

Finesse 

C&C  43 

37.3 

Sti les/Margoes 

STFYC 

8959 

Panache 

Lee  40 

33.1 

R.  Park 

RYC 

8552 

Incredible 

Peterson  2T 

32.1 

C.  Leson 

MY  CO 

14035 

Mi  rage 

C&C  40  Cust. 

31 .1 

L.  Harlander 

RYC 

8990 

Imp 

0.  R. 

31.0 

D.  Allen 

SFYC 

8595 

Sunchaser 

PJ  43 

30.7 

C.  Gasparich 

STFYC 

8998 

Shillelagh 

C&C  39 

30.6 

F.  Christie 

RYC 

7948 

Panacea 

Cal  40 

30.4 

M.  Shenson 

STFYC 

US1666 

Alegria 

O.G.  41 

30.1 

T.  Stafansky 

STFYC 

8586 

Regardless 

Tartan  41 

30.1 

B.  Cole 

STFYC 

8570 

Bli  tz 

Tartan  41 

30.0 

K.  Schoebel 

STFYC 

8556 

Another  Girl 

N-41 

29.9 

L.  Del  mas 

STFYC 

8538 

Green  Buffalo 

Cal  40 

29.9 

C  &  F  Nelson 

STFYC 

8550 

Chalene 

C&C  35  II 

29.7 

C.  Reid 

RYC 

8559 

Demasiada 

C&C  35  II 

29.7 

S.  Rinne 

STFYC 

8588 

Bohemia 

Carter  39 

29.5 

C.  Weghorn 

CPYC 

8516 

Hotei 

Ket.  43 

29.5 

H.  Jordan 

STFYC 

3975 

Lois  Lane 

Wylie  Cust. 

29.5 

B.  Erkelens 

STFYC 

8534 

Bodacious 

CF  37 

29.5 

W.  Semanek 

IYC 

8699 

New  Life 

Sant.  37 

29.1 

W.  Taulbee 

OYC 

8999 

Tins  ley  Light 

Mull  36 

n/c 

H.  Grandin 

SFYC 

8598 

Racy 

2  Ton 

n/c 

L.  Taylor 

STFYC 

18900 

Leading  Lady 

Peterson  40 

n/c 

S.  Reisch 

CPYC 

39000 

•  Race  Passage 

Swan  44 

n/c 

J..  Merril lv 

SFYC 

V 

SECTION  II  (  under  29.0) 

18660 

Ajax 

Santa  Cruz  33 

28.7 

D.  Pearl 

STFYC 

8510 

Amateur  Hour 

Sant.  37 

28.4 

B.  Klein 

RYC 

29000 

Sweet  Okole 

Farr  1  Ton 

28.1 

T.  Gritzer 

IYC 

8680 

Quadri 

C&C  38 

27.5 

G.  Gianandrea 

PHYC 

18693 

Blithe  Spirit 

Pearson  36 

27.4 

D.  Mitchell 

IYC 

8662 

Molly  B 

S&S  sloop 

27.3 

D.  Baylis 

SFYC 

37793 

Bones  V 

Cal  33  M 

27.1 

B.  Chapman 

SFYC 

8679 

Everic 

Y-38 

26.9 

A.  Monjoin 

OPYC 

8672 

Vicarious 

Cal  33  ' 

26.7 

D.  Jesberg 

SFYC 

37800 

Gamma 

Ranger  37 

26.7 

R.  Wilson 

STFYC 

18634 

Magewind 

Peterson  34 

26.1 

J.  Wangenheim 

STFYC 

18680 

Wovoka 

Peterson  34 

26.0 

C.  McCuskey 

see 

18686 

The  Force 

Peterson  34 

25.7 

Graham/ Anderson 

PHYC 

18735 

Black  Magic 

C&C  33 

25.0 

J.  van  Heeckeren 

SFYC 

8675 

Moonshadow 

Wylie  Cust. 

24.9 

R.  Hall 

RYC 

18718 

Wicked  Witch 

Eric.  34 

24.6 

J.  Leet 

STFYC 

29001 

Chico 

Mull  30 

24.5 

B.  Dubilier 

SFYC 

8746 

Edelweiss  II 

Cal  3-30 

24.4 

P.  Boyce 

RYC 

8765 

Wanderlust 

Eric.  35 

23.7 

B.  Munro 

CPYC 

8719 

Osibisa 

Col.  30 

23.6 

H.  MacKerrow 

VYC 

8758 

Chimera  3 

Tartan  30 

23.0 

B.  Fairbairn 

CPYC 

18807 

Roulette 

Ranger  28 

21.0 

H.  Bedford 

MY  CO 

8647 

Ce  Ce  Bon 

Y-38 

n/c 

S.  Bonovich 

BBYC 

Designer: 


V.  S.  Luzvi 


Beam 


14'2" 


Sail  Area 


965  sq.  ft. 


Sailaway  —  $74,030 


Draft 


4'11 


Fresh  Water  Capacity 


300  gal. 


Fuel  Capacity 


150  gal. 


CRUISING  SAILBOAT 

Mark  II 


LOA 

50*0" 

LWL 

3TV 

Beam 

13'8" 

Draft 

80" 

Displacement 

35.000  lbs. 

Ballast 

10.500  lbs. 

Sail  Area— Sloop 

Ketch 

895  so  ft 
963  SO  ft. 

Fresh  Water  Capacity 

210  gal. 

Fuel  Capacity 

100  gal. 

Designer: 

V  S.  Lazzara 

Sailaway 

-$101,079 

Boating 

NOVEMBER  1976 


That  a  new  boat  should  be  so  close  to 
right  the  first  time  out  is  the  logical 
result  of  two  good  men  working 
together:  Gulfstar's  Vince  Lazzara 
—  on  the  hull  and  Bill  Stevens  on  the 
interior  and  accommodations. 

Lazzara  has  a  passion  for  excellence:  super lor-strength 
fiberglass  layup,  molded-in  nonslip  deck  surfaces,  seacocks 
on  all  through-hull  fittings,  copper  tubing  for  plumbing,  and 
color-coded  electrical  wiring,  for  examples.  • 

Stevens  designs  an  interior  that  incorporates  experience 
distilled  from  hundreds  of  charters:  such  things  as  generous 
headroom  throughout,  comfortable  berths,  cabin  seating  with 
good  legroom,  an  easy-to-work  galley,  efficient  navigation/ 
communication  center,  well-planned  heads,  and  convenient 
handholds  for  rough  weather. 


37,  43,  50  are  available  for  your  inspection  in  the  water  at  Mariner  Square 

Clipper  Salles 


2415  Mariner  Square 
Alameda,  CA  94501 
(415)  522-6800 


Northern  California 
Gulfstar  Sailing*  Center 


QUALITY  YACHTS 

37 

CRUISING  SAILBOAT 


37' 0" 


LOA 


32'0" 


LWL 


1V10" 


Balm 


4'9" 


Draft 


Displacement  19,500 1 bs. 


8.000  lbs. 


Ballast 


Sail  Area— Sloop 


614sg  ft 


Fresh  Water  Capacity  80  gal 


30  gal 


Fuel  Capacity 


Designer:  V  S.  Lazzara 


Sailaway  —  $57,671 


CRUISING  SAILBOAT 
Mark  II 


42-7" 


LOA 


33  0" 


LWL 


1V10" 


Beam 


5'0" 


Draft 


23.000  lbs 


Displacement 


8.000  tbs. 


Ballast 


Sail  Area— Sloop 

691  so  ft 

Ketch 

731  so.  ft. 

Freeh  Water  Capacity 

116  gal. 

Fuel  Capacity 

65  gal. 

INTRODUCING  THE 


Sailaway  —  $110,000 


GULFSTAR 
SAILMASTER 

Gulfstar's  Newest  Addition  to  "Quality  Yachts" 


LOA  470"  Displacement  38,000  lbs. 

LWL  4*1 '10"  Ballast  (lead)  10.500  lb* 


WHERE  &  WHEN 


The  IOR  offshore  racing  season  is  divided  into  two  parts:  the 
Danforth  Series  and  the  Gulf  of  Farallons  Series. 

The  Danforth  Series  consists  of  5  ocean  races.  1.)  The 
Schoonmaker-Stewart  Race,  a  25  -  mile  dash  around  the  light 
bucket  and  back  to  the  St.  Francis  YC.  2.)  The  Montara- 
Farallons  Race,  a  77.5  miler  that  takes  the  fleet  from  the  St. 
Francis  out  around  the  last  ship  channel  bouy,  down  to  the 
Point  Montara  lighted  horn,  around  the  southeast  Farallon  and 
back  to  the  St.  Francis.  3.)  The  Buckner  Race,  a  99.6  mile 
affair,  starting  at  the  St.  Francis  before  heading  around  the 
Bodega  light  bouy,  around  the  San  Frdncisco  Approach  Bouy, 
and  then  back  to  the  St.  Francis.  4.)  The  Glenn  Waterhouse 
Race,  a  bruising  204  mile  course  starting  off  Baker’s  Beach, 
around  the  southeast  Farallon,  then  to  the  Point  Cabrillo  — 
Monterey  entrance  bouy,  back  to  the  San  Francisco  Approach 
Bouy,  and  finishing  at  the  St.  Francis.  5.)  The  Farallons  Race,  a 
57  -  mile  bout  from  the  St.  Francis  to  the  Farallons  and  back  — 
this  year’s  race  will  be  the  44th  running  of  that  race. 

Each  race  in  the  Danforth  Series  is  weighted  according  to  the 
course  sailed.  The  Schoomaker-Stewart  is  the  least  important 
with  a  1 -point  rating,  the  Waterhouse  the  most  important  with  a 
4-point  rating. 

The  Danforth  Series  started  on  April  Fool’s  Day  with  the 
Schoonmaker  -  Stewart  Race  and  ends  with  the  Farallons  Race 
on  June  24th.  Generally,  the  Danforth  Series  is  considered  more 
brutal  than  the  Gulf  of  Farallons  Series  which  follows,  but  as 
always  you  just  can’t  tell  about  the  weather. 

The  Gulf  of  Farallons  Series  consists  of  five  more  ocean  races 
starting  on  August  12  and  ending  October  7th.  1.)  The  first 
race  is  the  Drakes  Bay  Race,  a  dash  from  the  St.  Francis  to  the 
Coast  Guard  dock  at  Drakes  Bay,  where  the  fleet  spends  the 
night  before  reversing  the  course  the  next  day.  The  distance  is 
calculated  at  28.3  miles  for  each  leg.  2.)  The  Lightship  - 
Duxbury  Race,  a  race  whose  distance  has  not  been  calculated  in 
the  race  program,  begins  at  the  St.  Francis.  From  there  the  fleet 
rounds  the  Approach  Bouy,  then  to  a  bouy  2  miles  south  of 
Duxbury  Point,  and  then  a  return  to  the  St.  Francis.  3.)  The 
Windjammers  Race  to  Santa  Cruz  is  the  traditional  sprint  from 
the  St.  Francis  to  off  the  wharf  at  Santa  Cruz.  4.)  The  Richard 
Bernstein  Half  Moon  Bay  Race  starts  off  the  St.  Francis,  heads 
around  the  Approach  Bouy,  to  the  Pillar  Point  Bell,  and  then  to 
the  breakwater  at  Half  Moon  Bay.  The  boats  spend  the  night  at 
Half  Moon  Bay  and  reverse  the  course  the  following  day.  5.) 
The  final  race  of  the  Gulf  of  Farallons  Series  is  the  Jim  Ong 
Ocean  Triangle,  a  42.5  mile  run  from  the.  Golden  Gate  YC  to 
the  bouy  south  of  Duxbury  Point,  then  to  the  SF  Approach 
Bouy,  then  to  the  South  Approach  Bouy,  back  to  the  SF 
Approach  Bouy  and  then  return  to  the  starting  line. 

Just  as  in  the  Danforth  Series,  the  Gulf  of  Farallons  races  are 
weighted,  with  some  races  counting  two  points,  others  just  one. 

Both  series  are  extremely  challenging,  offering  almost  every 
kind  of  wind  and  sea  condition.  Blasting  winds  are  not 
uncommon,  neither  are  windless  nights.  The  seas  can  range  from 
montrous  to  flat  calm.  You  just  don’t  find  this  variety  of 
challenging  conditions  many  places  in  the  world  that  require  the 
full  spectrum  of  sailing  talents.  The  two  series  are  a  superb  test 
of  boats  and  gear,  of  sailing  skills,  tactics  and  stamina. 

IOR  is  not  the  only  way  to  race  in  the  ocean.  PHRF  boats 


have  their  own  series  which  starts  August  1  2th,  sailing  the  same 
courses  as  the  IOR  boats  do  in  the  Gulf  of  Farallons  Series.  For 
boats  under31  feet,  there  is  the  alternative  to  race  MORA, 
which  like  the  IOR,  sails  two  series  of  five  races:  The  Pete  Smith 
Series  in  which  some  of  the  races  are  run  with  the  IOR  boats 
sailing  the  Danforth  Series,  and  some  are  shorter  or  different 
courses.  The  Second  MORA  series  is  the  Golden  Hind  Series, 
which  like  the  PHRF  boats,  sail  the  same  courses  on  the  same 
days  as  do  the  IOR  boats  in  the  Gulf  of  Farallons. 

While  these  are  the  major  series,  there  are  several  other  races 
for  IOR,  PHRF,  and  MORA  boats.  These  are  special  events  and 
augment  the  series  listed  above.  It’s  a  great  ocean  out  there,  and 
it’s  yours  to  use.  So  take  your  pick  how  you  want  to  race,  it’s 
not  too  late  and  the  sailing  is  great!  —  Latitude  38 


Lois  Lane  —  problems  on  a  port  tack 


Our  money 
makes  waves. 


Your  own  private  place  in  the  sun.  We 
can  help  you  find  it. 

At  Bank  of  America,  we’ve  got  money 
available  for  cruisers,  yachts,  day  sailers 
or  anything  in-between. 

Whether  you’re  thinking  about  buying 
a  new  boat,  or  a  larger  boat,  we’d  like  to 


help.  Come  in  and  talk  it  over  with  the 
crew  at  your  nearby  Bank  of  America. 
We’ll  take  the  time  to  explain  our  interest 
rates  and  payment  plans.  And  we’ll  try  to 
make  your  loan  simple  and  fast  to  arrange. 

Depend  on  us  for  loans. 

More  Californians  do. 


m  BANKof  AMERICA 

“Let’s  talk  financing!’ 


JAREN 


For  Jaren  Leet  and  James  Wagenheim 
the  finish  of  the  Schoonmaker-Stewart 
Race  was  among  the  most  exciting  they 
had  ever  been  in. 


Wagenheim  was  understandably 
jubilant  because  it  was  only  the  second 
race  in  his  new  Peterson  34  and  at  the 
finish  line  only  Incredible,  Lightning, 
Amateur  Hour  and  Sweet  Okole  were  in 
front  of  him.  When  it  was  all  over, 
second  in  the  entire  IOR  fleet,  a  mere  18 
seconds  behind  the  ‘rocket  ship’  Imp. 

For  Jaren  Leet  and  his  new  Ericson 
Wicked  Witch  his  5th  in  division  finish  — 
partly  due  to  overstanding  the  light 
bucket  with  Sweet  Okole  and  others  — 
was  not  nearly  as  exciting  as  the  manner 
in  which  he  finished.  The  clew  of  the 
spinnaker  got  loose  just  as  they  crossed 
the  line  at  the  St.  Francis  YC.  The  entire 
chute  ended  up  billowing  before  Witch, 
and  while  it  wasn’t  art,  it  was  indeed 
exciting. 

The  similarities  between  Wagenheim 
and  Leet  go  far  beyond  exciting  finishes. 
Both  in  many  ways  embody  what  the 
IOR  officials  hope  will  be  a  revival  in  the 
number  of  IOR  racers  —  specifically  the 
production  ‘racer/cruiser’  competitor  that 
has  foresaken  the  IOR  in  significant 
numbers. 

James  and  Jaren  both  own  their  own 
businesses.  Leet  makes  the  “purest  water 
in  the  world”  and  Wagenheim  is  in  real 
estate  —  and  they  often  feel  the  tension 
and  anxiety  of  going  it  alone.  Yet  both 
are  convinced  that  racing  IOR  is  the  best 
way  to  relieve  those  tensions.  Leet  admits 
that  he  often  returns  to  the  office  on 
Monday  “bruised  and  aching”.  But  his 
mind  is  clear  and  he  works  more 
efficiently.  Wagenheim  visualizes  IOR 
racing  as  “active  meditation”  and  often 
sails  and  races  with  business  associates. 

Even  though  they  race  to  get  away 
from  business,  they  freely  admit  that 
competitive  racing  requires  many  of  the 
same  organizational  efforts  and  talents 
necessary  in  business.  The  difference  is 
that  in  racing  you  can  ‘fail’  and  have  a 
ball  and  be  healthy  doing  it. 

But  why  race  IOR  against  the  custom 
boats,  why  not  attack  PHRF?  Wagenheim 
and  Leet  both  agree  they  are  competitive 
by  nature  and  want  to  go  against  the 
best:  Imp,  Lois  Lane,  Sweet  Okole, 
Incredible,  et  al.  Neither  harbor  delusions 
of  consisten-tlythreatening  such  world 
class  boats,  but  the  possibility  of  a  win  or 
two  lingers  in  the  back  of  their  minds. 
Even  if  they  aren’t  winning,  racing  against 
the  top  boats  is  the  best  yardstick  of  how 
their  skills  are  developing. 


JAMES 


Indeed,  Mage  Wind  did  give  Imp  a  real 
run  for  her  money  in  the  Lightship  race, 
and  Wagenheim  is  hungry,  for  another 
shot.  Leet  didn’t  fare  quite  as  well  in  that 
race,  finishing  fifth  in  Division  II,  but 
that  did  not  diminish  his  enthusiasm. 
Winning  is  not  as  important  as  doing  your 
best,  and  doesn’t  dilute  the  fun.  Jaren 
looks  to  Bob  Klein  in  Amateur  Hour  for 
inspiration;  Amateur  Hour  may  not  be 
the  fastest  boat  on  the  course,  but  Klein’s 
savy  and  dedication  make  him  a  constant 
threat  to  skunk  the  fleet.  There  are, 
afterall,  advantages  to  being  the 
underdog. 

Neither  James  or  Jaren  said  they  could 
have  rationalized  the  expense  of  a 
‘one-off,  and  both  insisted  that  their  new 
boats  have  a  sufficiently  commodious 
interior  to  please  their  family.  Leet  was 
tickled  when  his  14  year-old  daughter  had 
‘Dad’  take  her  and  her  friends  sailing  for 
her  birthday  party.  Leet  also  cites  the 
‘Ericson  Day’  regattas  as  being  wonderful 
family  racing  fun  as  well  as  great 
occasions  to  get  acquainted  with  other 
racing  families. 

Wagenheim’s  wife  enjoyed  the 
Lightship  race,  and  although  they  just 
took  delivery  of  the  Peterson,  both  are 
looking  forward  to  cruising  up  the  Delta 
and  along  the  coast.  The  Wagenheim 
children,  aged  10  and  6,  have  taken  to 
sailing  and  enjoy  bringing  their 
companions  along  —  something  bound  to 
please  any  parent. 

If  thfe  IOR  is  ever  going  to  recover 
from  its  loss  of  entrants  in  recent  years, 
it’s  going  to  be  with  owners  like  Jaren 
Leet  and  James  Wagenheim.  Owners  who 
are  willing  to  work  hard  to  try  and  beat 
the  best,  but  who  can  be  content  with 
the  sheer  pleasure  of  sailing  and  the  now 
and  then  crack  at  the  winner’s  circle. 
And,  the  kinds  of  boats  these  kinds  of 
owners  are  going  to  want  are  production 
‘racer/cruisers’,  boats  that  have  sufficient 
competitive  potential,  family  approved 
interiors,  and  good  resale  value. 

Are  there  enough  potential ,  owners 
around  like  Wagenheim  and  Leet?  Can 
production  manufacturers  build  boats 
that  are  reasonably  competitive?  Only 
time  will  tell,  but  for  right  now  James 
and  Jaren  are  having  a  ball.  Even  if  an 
Imp  leaves  them  in  the  dust,  they  can 
look  to  one  another  for  close 
competition.  The  way  it  is  now,  Leet  and 


Wagenheim  both  believe  you  can  have 
your  cake  and  eat  it  too.  They  say  it 
tastes  pretty  good. 

—  Latitude  38 
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RESULTS 

V  » 

SAIL  #  YACHT 

• 

1  s 

SCHOONMAKER-STEWART 

Preliminary  Results 

FINISH 

N  . 

CORRECTED 

ELAPSED 

PLACE 

IORDA  I 

8990 

Imp 

14:44:00 

3:44:01 

1 

8959 

Panache 

14:45:54 

3:50:40 

2 

8699 

New  Life 

14:59:25 

3:54:15 

3 

8534 

Bodacious 

14:59:15 

3:55:13 

4 

8570 

Blitz 

15:00:14 

3:57:35 

5 

8586 

Regardless 

15:00:21 

3:57:59 

6 

8556 

Another  Girl 

15:01:50 

3:58:55 

7 

8559 

Demas i ada 

15:03:01 

3:59:32 

8 

8588 

Bohemia 

15:06:05 

4:02:03 

9 

7948 

Panacea 

15:05:35 

4:03:01 

10 

8901 

Lightning 

14:41 :28 

4:04:06 

11 

1666 

Alegria 

15:08:33 

4:06:11 

12 

8943 

Fi nesse 

14:54:25 

4:06:43 

13 

8985 

Natoma 

14:47:10 

4:13:46 

14 

8552 

Incredible 

14:41 :50 

4:14:39* 

15 

8975 

Lois  Lane 

DNF 

8998 

Shillelagh 

DNF 

8598 

Racy 

n/c 

V 

V 

•  ■ 

IORDA  II 

a 

18634 

Magewind 

14:43:49 

3:44:21 

1 

8662 

Molly  B 

14:45:28 

3:49:47 

2 

29000 

Sweet  Okole 

14:43:14 

3:50:07 

3 

8510 

Amateur  Hour 

14:42:47 

3:50:34 

4 

18718 

Wicked  Witch 

14:58:25 

3:53:27 

5 

8680 

Quadri 

14:49:20 

3:53:45 

6 

18693 

Blithe  Spirit 

14:50:11 

3:54:55  ' 

7 

8746 

Edelweiss  II 

15:01:00 

3:55:28 

8 

18680 

Wovoka 

14:57:15 

3:57:25 

9 

18686 

The  Force 

14:56:17 

3:57:29 

10 

8679 

Everi  c 

14:55:11 

3:58:20  ' 

11 

18735 

Black  Magic 

15:07:13 

4:03:33 

12 

8719 

Osibisa 

15:57:36 

4:49:00 

13 
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INTERVIEW  WITH  BILL 


38:  How  long  have  you  been  racing 
Bill? 

ERKELENS:  I  just  started  racing  two 
years  ago.  I  raced  Moonshadow  and  a 
Quarter  Tonner  in  the  ocean  IOR.  We 
were  leading  the  Danforth  all  the  way 
until  the  last  race  where  the  rudder 
broke.  We  still  won  our  class,  but  lost 
overall  on  the  series.  Moonshadow  had 
won  the  Danforth  in  ‘74  and  ’75. 

38:  What  other  boats  have  you 
owned? 

ERKELENS:  I  had  a  Rhodes  41,  a 
Quarter  Ton  by  Bob  Smith,  a  Columbia 
28,  Moonshadow,  and  now  Lois.  Well,  I 
had  a  lot  of  dinghies,  too. 

38:  What  got  you  going  on  Lois  Lane? 

ERKELENS:  I  was  coming  down 

from  Bodega  on  the  Buckner  Cup,  we 
v/ere  really  screaming,  and  I  just  wanted 
to  go  faster.  (Laughter). 

38:  It  just  hit  you  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment?  .  ' 

ERKELENS:  Well  not  completely.  I 
wanted  to  do  the  SORC,  I  wanted  a 
bigger  boat,  and  I’ve  always  wanted  a 
wood  boat. 

38:  What  prompted  you  to  go  with 
Wylie,  was  it  Moonshadow? 

ERKELENS:  Yeah,  what  I’ve  got  in 
Lois,  in  very  general  terms,  is  an  updated 


and  larger  Moonshadow.  In  other  words 
she’s  an  easy  and  fun  boat  to  sail  —  and 
that’s  really  important  to  me.  The  fore¬ 
triangle  is  small  so  headsails  are  easy  to 
change,  the  boat  is  light  enough  to  steer 
with  a  tiller,  and  it  goes  fast  which  is 
what  it’s  all  about.  “Fast  is  fun”  is  Bill 
Lee’s  term,  and  it’s  true. 

38:  What  are  your  racing  plans? 

ERKELENS:  I’d  planned  to  do  the 
SORC  and  the  Onion  Patch,  but  for 
various  reasons  both  of  them  fell  through. 
I’m  going  to  race  the  ocean  here, 
probably  do  the  Santa  Barbara  Race,  and 
we’ve  challenged  with  Lois  for  the 
Perpetual  Trophy  that  San  Diego  holds. 
We’re  hoping  to  do  that,  and  then  there’s 
the  San  Francisco  Challenge  Cup  against 
Imp. 

38:  Do  you  prefer  either  racing  around 
the  bouys  or  in  the  ocean? 

ERKELENS:  I  really  like  the  ocean. 
It’s  peaceful  and  you  can  get  away  from 
all  the  hasseles  out  there.  I  really  get  off 
on  being  out  in  the  ocean. 

38:  Do  you  have  to  work  at  it  alot? 

ERKELENS:  It  is  work  now.  I  work 
.  .  .  god  I  can’t  even  say  how  much.  It’s  a 
full-time  job.  I’m  lucky  to  hold  my 
business  together.  (Laughter).  This  whole 
month,  just  to  do  the  races  in  L.A.,  I  was 
only  home  four  days. 

38:  What  were  you  racing  down  there? 

ERKELENS:  The  mid-winters,  and 
supposedly  the  first  two  Whitneys,  but 
they  cancelled  the  second  one. 

38:  Do  you  have  a  solid  crew  lined-up? 

ERKELENS:  For  the  Challenge  Cup 
.  .  .  and  later  one  in  the  year  for  the 
Lipton  Cup  we’re  going  to  have  a  crew 
from  the  St.  Francis.  For  the  other  races  I 
I  haven’t  really  nailed  it  down  yet.  We 
had  a  great  crew  for  the  SORC,  but  then 
that  fell  through  so  I’m  trying  to  put  it  all 
back  together  again. 

38:  Since  you  missed  the  SORC  are 
you  going  to  try  and  do  a  TransPac? 

ERKELENS:  Yes.  After  the  local 
ocean  races  and  the  challenges,  I  want  to 
go  to  Tinsley  with  the  family,  then  do  the 
Big  Boat  Series,  the  Cal  Coastal,  the 
Mazatlan  Race,  and  then  put  it  on  a 
trailer  and  drive  to  Florida  and  leave  it 
there  until  the  Circuit  starts  next  year. 
Then  I  hope  to  do  the  TransPac  in  ’79. 

38:  'What  are  Lois’  strong  points? 

ERKELENS:  She’s  really  ...  off  the 
wind,  reaching  and  running  —  she’s  a 
bomb  in  a  sea,  and  she’s  pretty  good 


upwind  too.  She’s  also  good  in  light  win< 
with  slop. 

38:  What’s  her  weakest  point? 

ERKELENS:  The  weakest  point  is  n< 
wind  (Laughter)  and  a  sea.  Seriously,  tw< 
knots  and  under.  We  got  caught  off  th< 
east  end  of  Catalina  and  we  lost  all  th 
boat  speed  and  it  took  a  long  time  to  ge 
her  going  again.  But  after  that  .  .  .  she’ 
good  in  light  air,  though. 

38:  What  does  Lois  rate  under  IOR? 

ERKELENS:  Well,  she’s  closer  to  , 
One  Ton  than  a  Two  Tonner.  The  mail 
rating  would  be  29.1  or  29.0.  The  wa^ 
she  sits  now,  we’re  about  29.5  because  w 
put  500  pounds  of  lead  in  the  bottom  o 
the  keel  for  the  Challenge  Cup  agains 
Imp  because  we  have  to  rate  29.5.  Fo 
the  Danforth  Series  I’ll  pull  the  lead  bad 
out  and  be  rating  at  29.1 . 

38:  How  do  you  put  the  lead  in  an< 
out  of  the  bottom  of  the  keel? 

ERKELENS:  This  little  window  hen 
at  the  bottom  of  the  keel.  The  botton 
foot  or  so  is  hollow,  just  filled  with  foam 
So  we  just  dug  the  foam  out  and  filled  i 
with  500  pounds  of  lead. 

38:  What’s  the  idea  behind  having  thi 
bottom  of  the  keel  hollow  in  the  firs 
place? 

ERKELENS:  Well,  it  makes  the  boa 
more  like  a  certerboarder  without  being  . 
centerboarder.  The  center  of  effort  i 
higher,  so  when  it’s  light  and  lump' 
sailing,  the  boat  doesn’t  pitch  as  much.  I 
also  gives  a  long  leading  edge  to  the  keel. 

38:  Is  it  a  big  job  to  put  the  lead  ii 
and  out? 

ERKELENS:  Not  really.  I’ll  probabh 
put  the  lead  back  in  for  the  Lipton  Cup. 

38:  Why  did  you  decide  to  have  Loi 
done  cold  molded? 

ERKELENS:  I  always  wanted  a  wooi 
boat.  All  the  boats  I  had  before  were  glas 
and  painted  and  stark  down  below.  Plus, 
always  wanted  a  varnished,  natural  wooi 
boat. 

38:  Have  you  cruised  it  yet  at  all? 

ERKELENS:  The  only  cruising  wa 
that  we  sailed  it  from  Newport  30  mile 
up  the  coast  to  L.A.,  and  then  back  dowi 
again  —  just  my  son  and  I. 

38:  Was  Lois  easy  to  handle? 

ERKELENS:  Oh  yeah.  And  w 
haven’t  even  had  a  motor  yet,  hopefull 
we’ll  get  it  running  today.  (Laughter).  S' 
my  son  and  I  came  into  Newport  on 
Sunday  afternoon  with  a  zillion  othe 
boats  .  .  .  the  wind  comes  right  .  .  .  yo 
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know  when  you  reach  up  the  channel 
you’ve  got  to  tack  all  the  way  up  to 
Lido’s  at  the  other  end.  Well,  I  just  had 
my  son  drive  the  boat  and  I  just  told  him 
to  watch  for  other  boats  and  I  put  the 
runners  on  and  worked  the  jib.  Shit,  it 
was  easy  and  we  smoked  everybody. 

38:  How  old  is  your  son? 

ERKELENS:  Twelve,  I  think, 

(laughter).  He  crews  on  the  boat. 

38:  Are  you  looking  forwardsto  the 
Challenge  Cup  with  Imp. 

ERKELENS:  Yeah,  it  will  be  neat  in  a 
way,  because  it’s  squaring  off  opposites. 
In  Imp  you’ve  got  what  everybody  has 
called  the  ‘boat  of  the  year’,  so  you’ve 
got  a  super  Ron  Holland  design  against 
the  latest  Tom  Wylie  design.  Also  the 
sailmakers  are  different,  the  winches  are 
different  makes  —  there  are  no  two  things 
alike.  It  will  be  a  race  of  different 
concepts. 

38:  What  do  you  think  of  the  IOR 
rule? 

ERKELENS:  The  IOR  was  in  effect 
when  I  started  racing.  Before  that  was  the 
CCA,  but  I  don’t  know  much  about  it. 
Anytime  you  have  a  rule  you’re  going  to 
get  people  who  don’t  like  it.  But  the  way 
I  see  it,  racing  is  becoming  so 
sophisticated  it’s  going  to  go  back  to 
being  a  rich  man’s  sport.  There  are  guys 
who  are  going  to  have  paid  professional 
crews  who  are  actually  going  to  go  out 
and  practice  every  day  of  the  week.  And 
the  boats  themselves  are  going  to  be  so 
sophisticated  that  it’s  going  to  take 
professionals  to  sail  them. 

38:  And  you  don’t  like  that. 

ERKELENS:  I  don’t  like  it.  I  like  to 
win,  everybody  likes  to  win.  But  winning 
—  like  down  in  L.A.,  we  didn’t  wip 
anything  but  I  had  a  hell  of  a  good  time. 
To  me,  because  it’s  not  my  livelihood,  I 
want  to  have  a  good  time.  I  want  a 
machine  that’s  sophisticated  enough  to 
win,  and  I  want  to  work  hard  to  win,  but 
I  can’t  compete  with  full  time 
professional  ‘teams’. 

Sailing  has  got  to  be  fun.  You  know 
I’m  almost  burned  out  now,  and  by  next 
year.  .  .  well  if  we  do  the  Circuit  in 
Florida  I  don’t  think  I’ll  even  do  the  next 
Danforth,  I’ll  just  pull  the  boat  out  and 
get  it  ready  for  the  TransPac.  ( 

I’m  also  really  looking  forward  to 
doing  some  cruising. 

38:  Will  Lois  make  a  good  cruising 
boat? 

ERKELENS:  Uuuuhhhhhh  .  .  .  well  a 
really  good  cruising  boat  ....  yeah,  in  a 
way.  I’m  not  used  to  —  well  I  got  four 
kids  in  my  family,  my  wife  is  a  very 
flexible  lady  and  we’re  used  to  getting 
along.  Even  my  41’  Rhodes  didn’t  have 


headroom  for  me,  so  headroom  is  no  big 
thing  and  that’s  the  only  thing  that  Lois 
is  lacking. 

Every  summer  we’ve  always  gone 
down  to  Santa  Cruz  Island  or  Monterey 
or  somewhere,  taking  a  couple  of  three 
weeks  to  cruise.  I  really,  really  enjoy  that 
and  am  looking  forward  to  it.  But  right 
now  I  don’t  have  the  time,  when  you  race 
you  have  to  concentrate  on  racing. 

38:  Do  you  think  it  is  a  drawback  that 
the  IOR  seems  to  ‘create’  boats  that 
aren’t  particuarly  suitable  for  cruising.? 

ERKELENS:  No.  You  look  at  boats 
like  Racy  or  Incredible,  they  have  full 
interiors  down  below,  the  look  plush.  All 
you  have  to  do  is  ad  a  few  things  —  why 
even  look  at  the  current  cruising  boat 
concept.  Everyone  is  saying  ‘why  should  I 
cruise  at  4  knots  when  I  can  cruise;  just  as 
comfortably  at  6  knots?’  You  evfen  did 
an  article  on  the  guy  who  was  following 
Skip  Allen  delivering  Improbable  Down 
Under  —  he  got  so  mad  he  went  apd  got 
one  of  Gannon’s  boats  to  cruise  in. 

It’s  nice  to  be  out  on  the  ocean,  but 
it’s  nice  to  get  to  port  too.  I  like  to  go 
optimum  speed,  not  just  bob  around  in 
one  place.  I  enjoy  being  out  there,  but  I 
also  really  enjoy  coming  into  a  nice 
anchorage  and  dropping  the  hook  and 
spending  a  couple  of  days.  Heck  we  spent 
6  weeks  at  Santa  Cruz  Island  alone,  just 
going  around  to  different  harbors,  and 
that  was  in  the  Columbia  28.  It  was  great. 

38:  So  you  enjoy  cruising  as  much  as 
racing? 

ERKELENS:  I  like  to  race,  and  when  I 
race  I  like  to  go  all  out,  I  don’t  want  to 
take  mom  and  pop  out.  When  I  cruise,  I 
don’t  want  any  racers  aboard,  I  just  want 
to  be  with  my  family.  Maybe  have 
another  boat  to  cruise  together  with.  I’m 
not  into  ocean  crossing  for  a  pleasure 
cruise,  I  like  to  coastal  cruise,  sailing  for  a 
day  or  two  and  then  pull  into  a  nice 
anchorage.  If  I’m  ocean  racing  that’s  one 
thing,  but  I  don’t  think  sailing  for  20 
days  on  the  ocean  for  just  pleasure  is 
what  I’m  looking  for. 

38:  Do  you  think  the  IOR  ‘made’  you 
build  a  more  radical  boat  than  you 
otherwise  would  have  wanted? 

ERKELENS:  I  hear  that. 

38:  Well,  what’s  your  feeling? 

ERKELENS:  I’  m  not  that  much  into 
the  IOR  rule.  Lois  is  pretty  much  an  IOR 
boat,  but  the  design  concept  is  just  a 
simple,  fast  boat. 

38:  It’s  not  a  rule-beater  then? 

ERKELENS:  Well  yeah  it  is,  with  the 
way  the  transom,  the  way  they  mounted 
the  skeg,  and  they  added  blisters  here  and 
a  little  bump  there.  They  did  things  to 
keep  the  rating  down.  Without  the  alter- 
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ations  the  boat  probably  would  have 
rated  at  least  1 .0  feet  more. 

38:  You  bought  a  tractor  and  trailer  to 
haul  your  boat  around.  How  has  that 
worked  out? 

ERKELENS:  It’s  been  a  real  kick.  I 
enjoy  driving  the  boat  around.  Down  in 
Newport  it  was  really  crazy  because  the 
streets  are  so  narrow  and  everything  is  so 
compact.  I  l<eep  dragging  this  40-foot 
■boat  down  residential  streets  and  around 
tight  corners  —  I  really  had  a  lot  of  fun. 

38:  Is  Lois  the  perfect  size  boat  for 
you? 

ERKELENS:  It’s  just  great.  It’s  small 
enough  to  singlehand,  I  was  going  to  go  in 
the  Singlehand  Farallons  Race,  but  I’ve 
got  to  get  the  bingo  out  of  the  transom. 
[Ed  note;  Bill  did  enter  the  race  the  night 
before  and  was  first  to  finish]  I  couldn’t 
win  something  like  that  because  of  the 
handicap  I  would  get,  but  it  would  be 
great  fun!  That’s  another  reason  I  like  the 
IOR,  they  give  you  a  guideline  and  you 
can  do  whatever  you  want  with  it  and  it 
comes  out  to  a  certain  rating.  It  makes  no 
difference  how  you  sail  the  boat,  or  what 
it  was  supposed  to  be.  You  get  a  boat  like 
Lois  and  people  say  ‘wow!  it’s  a  hot  racer 
and  under  PHRF  or  something  there  is  no 
way  you  could  win  with  the  handicap 
you’d  get.  That’s  the  good  side  of  the 
IOR. 

38:  So  you  just  take  the  rule  for  what 
it  is,  with  it’s  good  points  and  bad. 


ERKELENS:  Yes.  Like  right  now  I 
think  some  of  the  hottest  racing  is  going 
to  be  right  here  in  the  bay  area.  You’ve 
got  Lois  and  Imp,  Sweet  Okole, 
Incredible,  Racy,  the  new  Entertainer  — 
in  just  that  small  group  there’s  an 
powerful  nucleus  of  strong  competitive 
racing. 

38:  Was  this  nucleus  part  of  the  reason 
you  went  ahead  with  Lois? 

'  ERKELENS:  Yeah,  there’s  all  these 
hot  boats  and  it’s  hot  racing,  and  I  want 
to  be  where  the  action  is. 

If  I’m  going  to  race,  I  want  to  win. 
And  to  win  you  need  a  fast  boat,  but 
even  a  fast  boat  doesn’t  guarantee  that 
you’re  going  to  win.  My  philosophy  is 
that  if  you  have  the  right  tool,  then  it’s 
up  to  you  to  wiri  —  it’s  a  greater  challenge 
because  if  you  lose  you  only  have 
yourself  to  blame. 

It’s  just  like  down  in  L.A.  It  wasn’t  the 
boat’s  fault  we  didn’t  win,  it  was  our 
fault  (Laughter)  we  kept  going  the  wrong 
way.  But  I’m  not  going  to  throw  in  the 
towel,  I’ve  been  working  on  the  boat 
three  days  a  week  since  January.  The 
boats  going  to  be  racing  all  through  the 
summer  and  that’s  a  hell  of  a 
commitment.  You  know,  I  don’t  have  a 
‘boat  nigger’,  I’m  the  ‘boat  nigger’.  I 
truck  my  boat  everywhere  and  do  most 
of  the  work  because  I  couldn’t  afford  it 
any  other  way.  I  also  enjoy  it  that  way.  Iy 
get  a  lot  more  enjoyment  and  satisfaction 


out  of  doing  a  lot  of  the  work  rather  than 
if  I  just  paid  someone  to  do  it.  I  think 
everyone  finds  it’s  true,  the  more  work 
you  do  yourself,  the  more  you  like  your 
boat. 

38:  Does  your  family  race  with  you, 
do  you  take  the  kids  along? 

ERKELENS:  Well,  my  oldest  son  is  1  2 
and  he  raced  with  me  last  year  and  he’s 
going  to  race  this  year.  My  middle  one  is 
11  and  he’s  starting  to  show  an  interest 
and  he’ll  probably  come  out  once  in  a 
while.  The  other  son  is  9  and  hasn’t 
shown  an  interest  yet,  and  the  other  is 
just  a  couple  of  months  old.  My  wife 
went  on  the  first  three  races  of  the 
Danforth  last  year  on  Moonshadow. 

38:  Did  she  like  it? 

ERKELENS:  Well  yeah,  but  like 
everyone  else  she  got  wet  and  cold.  We’ve 
got  a  two-month  old  baby  so  she  won’t 
be  racing  too  much  this  year. 

38:  But  you  enjoy  the  fact  that  you’re 
family  likes  to  sail. 

ERKELENS:  Yeah,  the  concept  of 
having  the  truck  and  trailer  for  the  boat 
was  to  be  able  to  drive  to  all  the  events 
and  to  be  able  to  do  it  economically 
enough  so  the  family  could  come  if  they 
wanted.  We  wanted  more' racing  variety 
than  just  in  the  bay  area,  and  with  the 
_ tractor  and  trailer  it  can  be  an  adventure 
going  to  Seattle  or  Mexico  or  wherever. 

Going  down  to  L.A.  was  great,  I  spent 
$50  for  diesel  fuel  and  the  only  other 
expenses  were  dropping  the  boat  in  and 
out  —  and  even  that  wasn’t  too  bad  since 
I  step  the  mast  and  rig  the  boat.  I’ve  got  8 
grand  into  the  tractor  and  trailer,  so  once 
I’ve  done  one  long  trip  —  say  to  Florida  — 
it’s  already  paid  for  itself.  >  > 

38:  Have  you  thought  about  racing 
down  to  Mexico  and  trucking  the  boat 
back.? 

ERKELENS:  Well  hopefully  we  can 
make  the  Mazatlan  Race  which  is 
sometime  in  late  fall  and  the  family  can 
can  come  down  and  cruise.  After  that’s 
over  I’ll  throw  the  boat  on  the  trailer  and 
truck  it  across  Mexico  to  Corpus  Christi 
and  keep  right  on  going  to  Florida.  I’ll 
leave  the  boat  on  the  trailer  in  the  yard 
until  just  before  the  SORC  and  b,e  all 
ready  to  go. 

It  would  be  nice,  I  could  just  throw 
the  boat  in  the  water  and  step  the  mast 
and  be  ready  to  go.  None  of  this  ...  I 
don’t  like  last-minute  get-the-boat-ready 
bullshit.  These  guys  who  launch  the  night 
before,  get  the  boat  measured  at  the  last 
minute  —  they’re  efficiency  level  is  only 
about  30%  even  though  they  are  giving  it 
everything  they  have.  And  when  you  do 
things  at  the  last  minute  the  bills  are 
three  times  as  high.  • 


38:  Speaking  of  economy,  does  the 
7/8’s  rig  on  Lois  allow  you  to  get  by  with 
fewer  headsails? 

ERKELENS:  Yes,  and  they  are  smaller 
too.  That’s  one  of  the  big  advantages  of  a 
non-masthead  rig,  other  boats  might  have 
to  make  three  headsail  changes  to  our 
one.  We  don’t  have  to  change  headsails 
everytime  the  winds  drop  5  knots  or 
picks  up  a  bit.  With  the  big  main  you  can 
put  more  or  less  power  in,  basically 
depending  on  how  you  flatten  it.  And  I 
don’t  care  what  kind  of  headstay  foil  a 
boat  has,  if  they  have  to  to  make  a 
headsail  change  and  we  don’t,  that’s  a  big 
advantage  for  us.  Including  the  storm 
sails  we  have  12  bags  of  sails,  and  5  are 
spinnakers  —  a  masthead  rig  boat  would 
have  to  have  more  and  larger  headsails  to 
be  equally  efficient. 

The  drawback  of  the  7/8’s  rig  is  that 
you  have  runners  and  that  you  can  be  a 
little  under  powered  in  light  airs.  A  boat 
has  to  be  relatively  light  to  be  7/8s  rig, 
because  if  it  weren’t  it  could  have  some 
real  problems  in  light  air.  Lois  would 
probably  go  just  as  fast  most  times,  and 
sometimes  even  faster,  with  a  masthead 
rig.  But  the  bigger  headsails  require  bigger 
gear  and  bigger  winches,  right? 
Everything  would  cost  more,  and  it 
would  take  more  manual  labor  to  sail  it, 
and  that  takes  some  of  the  fun  out  of  it. 

I  figure  that  the  lighter  the  boat  the 
easier  it  is  to  sail.  I’ve  sailed  on  Peterson 
Two  Tonners  that  are  twice  as  hard  to  sail 
as  Lois.  Sure,  their  ‘J’<?s  four  feet  longer, 
and  hell  the  T  is  15  feet  higher  —  that’s  a 
lot  of  sail  area  to  handle.  And  the 
spinnakers  are  almost  twice  the  size.  I 
think  that  it’s  easier  to  find  good  crew  on 
a  lighter,  faster  boat  that  requires  fewer 
sail  changes  —  it’s  just  more  fun! 

The  fact  that  Lois  is  a  7/8’s  rig  and 
lightweight  also  means  she  costs  about 
half  of  what  a  normal  Two  Tonner  costs 
—  and  I  think  we  can  keep  up  with  them 
and  have  more  fun  at  the  same  time.  I 
didn’t  have  a  big  budget,  and  I  wanted  to 
travel,  and  Lois  with  the  tractor  and 
trailer  is  the  only  way  it  was  possible. 

38:  Are  you  able  to  stay  within  the 
budget? 

ERKELENS:  I  don’t  have  a  budget 
and  that’s  terrible.  I’m  already  way  over 
what  I  thought  it  would  cost.  But  I’m 
happy  with  the  flexibility.  I  can  travel 
with  the  boat  and  the  family 
economically  and  see  and  sail  places  that 
wouldn’t  be  otherwise  possible.  This  way 
when  I  come  back  from  wherever  I’ve 
been,  I  can  be  totally  refreshed  and  ready 
to  go  back  to  work  and  feel  great  about 
it. 

38:  Thank  you,  Bill.  
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Marine  Equipment 
Electronics 


UNIMETRICS 


NEW  1080  —  with  108  channels 

$549.95 


UNIMETRICS 

Sandpiper  2500  VHF/FM  Marine  Radio¬ 
telephone  with  Channels  6,  16,  22,  26,  28, 
68.  WX  I  and  II  installed. 

$439^5  $319.95 

Sea  Hawk  25  VHF/FM  Marine  Radiotele¬ 
phone  with  Channels  6,  16,  22,  26,  28,  68. 
WX  I  and  II  installed. 

$279.95 


M25D 


NEW  ICOM  with  25  operating  channels. 
Uses  a  25  channel  diode  programming  sys¬ 
tem  and  can  be  reprogrammed. 

$525.00 


^Datamarirfe 

MODEL 

# 

LIST 

OUR 

FRJCEi 

Capree 

M200D 

$249. 

$189. 

PBK-40 

$249. 

$189. 

Corinthian 

S200D 

$329. 

$249.* 

S100K 

$329. 

$249.* 

S100L 

$249. 

$189.* 

Navigator 

2200 

$459. 

$349. 

Sandpiper  II 

2400 

$339. 

$259. 

Kodiak 

2650 

$479. 

$369. 

Int  Offshore 

2700 

$549. 

$419. 

Sq  Remote 

2720 

$249. 

$189. 

Rd  Remote 

2730 

$269. 

$209.* 

*  available  black  or  silver 

MONTGOMERY  MARINE 
SAIL  AND  DINGHYS 


USED  AVON  4-MAN 
LIFE  RAFT  AND  INFLAT ABLES 


SANITATION  SYSTEMS 

IWSS  1000  SA  $695;  $560. 

THE  ONLY  ONE-PIECE  SYSTEM 

MANSFIELD  TDXm «  $440. 

PLOW-THROUGH 

MONOTRON  >m.  $360. 

TREATMENT 

SAN/  POTT/  949 

MANSFIELD  $00:  $66. 

Portable  Toilet 


REDI-LINE  MOTOR  GENERATORS 


(lightweight) 
AC 


Converts 

DC  Batteries  To  120  AC  Current. 

500  WATTS  or  1600  WATTS 

Dealer  Inquiries  Invited. 


*  *  *  THE  NEW  *  *  * 
MUSTANG  SURVIVAL  SUIT 
available  thru 

*  *  *  Marine  Sales  Co.  *  *  * 


Send  $1.00  for  1978  catalog 

For  $1  you  will  receive  our  first  discount  catalog 
which  will  save  you  money  on  items  such  as 
electronics,  hardware,  engines,  parts,  propel¬ 
lers,  paint,  rope,  etc.  $1  refundable  with  first 
order. 

Name . 


Address  . 

City. . v... 

State . Zip.....!. 


404  COMMANDER 
FLOAT  COAT 

The  all  purpose,  lightweight, 
Coast  Guard  approved  boat  coat. 
Colors:  ' 

Navy  blue  with  red  stripe. 
Orange  with  yellow  stripe. 
Sizes:  Mens:  S,  M,  L,  XL. 

Ladies:  S,  M,  L. 

U.S.  Coast  Guard  approved. 

LIST  PRICE:  $61.00 
OUR  PRICE  $38.00  , 


TAS  PORTABLE  ENGINE 

GENERATOR 


Model  QEG-300 


CHARGE  BATTERIES 
300  WATTS  AC 

The  generator  will  deliver  a  constant  250 
watts  AC  and  will  surge  to  300  watts  AC 
without  damage  to  the  unit.  The  AC  pow¬ 
er  is  supplied  at  250-300  Hz.  and  is  suit¬ 
able  for  lighting  and  certain  types  of  pow¬ 
ered  equipment.  The  generator  will  also 
supply  12V  DC  at  a  rate  of  10  amperes 
which  can  be  used  for  recharging  batteries 
and  powering  electric  induction  motors. 
$229.95 


VISA’ 
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324  LITTLEFIELD  AVENUE  SOUTH  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94080  415-871-2290 
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38:  Lot’s  of  sailors  can’t  understand 
why  anyone  would  want  to  sail  in  a  rough 
ocean  racing  series  like  the  Danforth.  Do 
you  do  it  for  the  challenge  or  is  it  a 
project  you  try  to  complete  as  best  you 
can,  or  what? 

ALLEN:  It  is  a  challenge,  and  in  some 
ways  it  is  a  project,  too.  But  it’s  a  sport, 
and  as  other  people  have  observed  in  the 
past,  a  person  works  ten  times  harder  at 
his  sport  than  his  normal  ‘productive’ 
work.  Sailors  who  race  in  the  Danforth 
Series  do  it  for  their  own  physical  well¬ 
being. 

Racing  in  the  bay  and  out  the  Gate  is  a 
challenge  because  of  the  tides  and  the 
various  weather  conditions,  but  there  is 
also  a  great  sense  of  rapport  you  develop 
with  your  competitors  because  they  are 
experiencing  the  same  thing. 

38:  Do  you  race  ‘against’  other  boats, 
or  do  you  just  concentrate  on  doing  your 
best? 


INTERVIEW  WITH  DAVE 


ALLEN:  It’s  a  combination;  you  race 
against  the  other  boats  and  to  reach  your 
highest  potential.  Offshore,  of  course, 
you’ve  got  a  crew  and  that  is  your  basic 
tool  —  you  need  to  have  good  people,  and 
I’m  speaking  as  an  owner  not  so  much  as 
a  crew  member.  But  it’s  a  pleasure  getting 
together  men  and  boys  and  girls  who 
really  enjoy  experiencing  this  kind  of 
outdoor  experience.  Together  you  work 
with  the  elements,  not  against  them. 
You’re  conscious  of  the  tides,  the  winds, 
approaching  weather,  and  even  the  time 
of  day.  The  time  of  day  is  important 
tactically  because  the  winds  usually  drop 
off  during  the  evening  hours.  Even 
though  people  commonly  think  of  the 
San  Francisco  entrance  as  being  a  very 
rough,  windy  area,  it’s  usually  only  in  the 
afternoon  that  those  winds  are  sustained 
—  the  mornings  and  from  midnight  on 
tend  to  be  real  drifting  matches.  In  fact 
it’s  these  conditions  that  make  your 
lighter  boats  today  so  much  more  fun  to 
race.  Thirty ^years  ago  the  boats  were 
much  heavier  and  didn’t  do  so  well  in  the 
chop  and  light  airs. 

But  getting  back  to  your  earlier 
question,  sailing  is  really  a  way  of  life.  It’s 
something  you  develop  a  feeling  for  and 
unless  you  resist  it,  you  just  want  to  keep 
sailing.  Sure  there  are  times,  as  it’s  often 
said,  that  you’re  wet  and  cold  and 
wonder  “what  am  I  doing  here?”  But 
then  there  are  many  times  you  can  be  out 
there  on  a  beautiful  clear  night  and  the 
sailing  is  just  perfect. 

38:  Have  you  ever  wanted  to  say  to 
the  crew  “Let’s  go  back  and  sit  in  front 
of  the  fire  with  a  brandy,  it’s  just  too 
rotten  out  here?”? 

ALLEN:  Well,  it’s  never  been  that 
kind  of  situation.  Once  we’ve  committed 
ourselves  to  do  something  we  do  our  very 
best  to  do  it  —  unless  of  course  it  would 
be  foolish  to  continue.  No,  we’ve  never 
turned  back  because  we’ve  had  a  change 
of  heart.  The  fellas  we  associate  ourselves 
with  are  all  good  sailors  and  good 
competitors,  and  it’s  beyond  a  point 
of  them  trying  to  prove  something  to 
themselves.  We’re  all  just  out  to  see  how 
well  we  can  do,  as  .part  of  a  team  and 
sailing  against  other  boats. 

38:  How  long  have  you  been  racing  in 
the  ocean?  In  fact  how  old  is  the 
Danforth  Series? 

ALLEN:  I  can’t  tell  you  offhand  how 
long  the  series  has  been  going  on,  but 


they  developed  from  a  group  of  separate 
offshore  races  —  and  I’m  guessing  now  — 
about  1  5  years  ago.  Prior  to  that  time 
there  were  offshore  races  sponsored  by 
clubs  on  an  individual  basis.  It  was  a 
consolidation  of  effort  of  the  part  of  the 
yacht  clubs  to  make  it  a  good  series, 
rather  than  a  bunch  of  isolated  races. 

Prior  to  the  war,  going  back  to  the 
30’s,  I  raced  in  the  Farallons  Race  and 
the  Lightship  Race  and  so  forth.  In  those 
days  the  concept  of  some  of  the  races  — 
like  the  race  to  Point  Reyes  —  was  more 
of  a  ‘race-cruise’  than  a  very  competitive 
race.  One  race-cruise  even  went  into 
Inverness  on  Tomales  Bay  and  everyone 
rafted  up  and  had  an  extremely  pleasant 
time. 

38:  What  kinds  of  boats  were  you 
racing  with  at  the  time? 

ALLEN:  Naturally  they  were  all 
pretty  much  custom  boats.  The  boat  my 
parents  had  while  I  was  in  high  school 
college  was  a  62’  Alden  ketch  which  was 
a  lovely  big  boat.  In  those  days  you  raced 
against  similar  boats  like  Orient,  Nam 
Sang,  and  other  boats  in  that  size  range. 
Dorade  was  a  52’  boat  that  came  along 
and  was  built  as  a  far  more  efficient 
sailing  boat.  It  was  the  first,  not  ‘rule- 
beater’,  but  the  first  boat  well-designed 
within  the  racing  rule. 

38:  Do  you  like  sailing  in  the  ocean 
more  than  around  the  bouys? 

ALLEN:  I  like  it  all.  But,  for  my  own 
personal  standpoint  I  can  arrange  my 
schedule  to  get  in  a  good  overnight  race 
in  the  ocean.  We  get  busy  at  work  on 
weekends  and  we  like  to  spend  time  with 
the  family,  and  there  are  just  so  many 
races  around  the  bay  that  we  don’t  have 
enough  time  to  be  involved  with  all  of 
them.  For  example,  the  Schoonmaker- 
Stewart  dash  around  the  light  bucket  — 
you  leave  on  a  Saturday  morning  and 
be  back  that  afternoon.  That  way  you’ve 
had  a  good  race,  you  can  spend  time  with 
the  family  in  the  evening  and  still  go  out 
for  a  family  sail  on  Sunday.  This  is  one  of 
the  reasons  I’m  looking  forward  to 
some  of  the  match  races  coming  up. 

38:  Does  the  rest  of  your  family  sail 
with  you  a  lot? 

ALLEN:  They  have  not  raced  with  me 
a  lot,  but  we’ve  sailed  together  a  lot.  We 
had  a  54’  schooner,  Privateer,  when  our 
kids  were  growing  up  and  that  was  a 
lovely  family  boat  which  we  sailed  to 
Honolulu  with  our  kids. 
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Our  kids  are  all  good  students  and 
most  of  them  were  away  for  school  and 
that  interferes  with  the  close  association 
necessary  for  a  good  crew.  Consequently 
you  develop  your  own  crew.  As  much  as 
you’d  like  to  have  your  own  family  race 
with  you,  when  you  race  intensely,  they 
just  can’t  come  home  and  hop  on  the 
boat.  At  the  level  of  racing  we  do,  you 
need  your  steady  crew. 

At  times  all  of  our  kids  have  been 
involved  in  the  racing  we’ve  been  in,  and 
in  races  ...  for  example  the  races  to 
Honolulu  or  Nassau,  two  or  three  of  them 
have  always  been  able  to  take  time  off  to 
come  down  and  sail  the  boat  home  from 
Hawaii  or  Nassau  or  whatever.  When  we 
went  down  to  Australia  we  had  two  sets 
of  crews,  both  involving  members  of  our 
family.  One  group  went  down  to  the  Fijis 
and  the  other  group  went  from  the  Fijis 
to  Australia.  They’ve  all  been  involved, 
they’d  all  love  to  be  involved,  but  their 
own  scholastic  and  business  schedules 
don’t  allow  them  the  time  to  race  that  I 
now  have. 

38:  What  is  your  feeling  about  the 
IOR  rule.  Does  it  bother  you,  or  are  you 
willing  to  work  with  it? 

ALLEN:  Well,  we  obviously  made  the 
decision  we  weren’t  going  to  resist  it 
when  we  built  Imp.  We  decided  to  build 
it  as  best  we  could  within  the  IOR,  and  I 
support  the  IOR  rule  100%  as  being  the 
best,  because  it’s  an  international  rule,  it’s 
the  first  truly  international  rule. 

38:  We  spoke  with  Gary  Mull  the 
other  day,  and  he  said  that  it  is  only 
really  in  the  United  States  where  the  IOR 
gets  a  lot  of  bad  press.  How  does  that 
compare  with  your  observations? 

ALLEN:  I  would  certainly  agree  with 
that.  It’s  basically  in  different ...  I  don’t 
know  how  I  can  make  the  point  ...  In 
Europe  where  racing  really  started,  it 
began  as  the  ‘sport  of  kings’.  People  still 
look  at  it  that  way,  where  a  ‘yacht’  is 
really  a  ‘dollar  sign’  or  ‘pound  sign’,  and 
the  people  there  are  treated  that  way  and 
the  yacht  clubs  are  based  on  that 
outlook.  It’s  an  elite  kind  of  situation.  If 
you  don’t  have  the  money  or  can’t  be 
given  the  money  —  or  be  sponsored 
which  a  lot  of  companies  in  Europe  will 
do.  Most  of  the  European  races  have 
monetary  prizes,  you  pay  an  entry  fee 
and  you  get  a  monetary  prize  whether  it’s 
sponsored  by  Mumm’s  Champagne  or 
Dunhill  Cigarettes,  or  Lipton  Tea.  It’s  not 
a  situation  where  you  can  make  enough 
in  prize  money  to  maintain  your  boat, 
but  I  only  mention  it  to  point  out  that 
there  is  a  very  different  perspective  in 
Europe. 

Those  who  can’t  afford  IOR  type 


boats  have  gone  to  this  huge  proliferation 
of  dinghy  sailing.  There  are  far  more 
inland  waters  in  Europe,  and  they  travel 
across  Europe  and  down  to  the 
Mediterranean  like  we  travel  between 
northern  and  southern  California. 

In  the  United  States,  where  you  have  a 
totally  different  approach  to  the 
democratic  idea,  everybody  is  his  own 
king  and  can  do  what  he  wants  to.  This  is 
where  the  individualist  comes  out.  The 
guy  who  buys  a  boats  feels  that  he  wants 
to  keep  it  and  have  it  competitive  for  ten 
years  —  and  if  the  boat  gets  outmoded  he 
feels  sour  grapes.  You  know,  “Some  guy 
outstaged  me,  and  so  the  hell  with  this 
kind  of  racing.”  So  that  has  brought  up 
the  idea  of  PHRF  which  allows  the  guy 
whose  boat  has  been  outmoded  to  sail 
with  his  buddies  with  a  certain  kind  of 
handicap.  I  don’t  knock  that  at  all. 

But  I  think  that  the  IOR  rule  is  a  good 
working  international  rule  that 
encourages  freedom  of  thinking.  As  I  see 
it,  it  will  always  be  the  mark  from  which 
other  handicaps  will  be  taken.  Lots  of 
people  who  like  the  PHRF  are  not  saying 
they  don’t  like  IOR,  they’re  just  saying 
it’s  not  good  for  us,  so  were  not  going  to 
sail  under  that  rule.  I  don’t  think  our 
country  should  say  the  IOR  is  bad,  or 
that  we  really  want  to.  It’s  just  that  it’s 
difficult  to  overcome  all  the  negative  p.r. 
against  it.  In  a  country  as  large  as  ours, 
you  can’t  expect  everyone  to  be  content 
with  a  certain  level  of  progress. 

38:  What  about  the  Farr  designs  and 
other  so-called  ‘radical’  designs,  do  you 
think  that  those  boats  are  approaching 
the  limits  of  safety? 

ALLEN:  The  safety  of  ocean  racers 
concerns  me  from  an  overall  point  of 
view,  but  I  don’t  want  to  leave  you  with 
the  idea  that  Farr  boats  are  bad  boats  — 
they’re  not.  I  think  they  are  great  designs. 
Farr  has  reached,  in  a  certain  size  of  boat, 
a  shape  that  is  a  further  analysis  of  the 
IOR  rule.  I  don’t  particularly  like  the 
Farr  concept  so  I’m  not  buying  one. 
However,  that  doesn’t  mean  they  are  not 
good.  That’s  why  the  Challenge  Cup  with 
Lois  Lane  is  going  to  be  fun;  Lois  Lane  is 
somewhat  of  a  Farr  concept  going  to  the 
shorter  rig  with  a  bigger  main,  and  a 
lighter  and  lighter  hull. 

Where  Farr,  Mull,  Holland,  and 
Sparkman/Stephens  boats  are  all 
approaching  the  borderline  of  safety  is  — 
and  they’re  all  doing  the  same  thing  in 
certain  sizes  —  is  an  ocean  racer  with  a 
■daggerboard.  That  is,  in  my  mind,  the 
borderline  of  safety.  I’m  not  saying  they 
are  not  safe,  I’m  just  saying  that  that  is 
not  fun.  To  me,  it’s  an  unwise  decision. 

It’s  sort  of  the  same  thing  with  3  or 


Imp  'hot-footing’  to  get  to  clear  air 


4-spreader  masts,  they  are  perfectly 
allright  except  when  you  combine  them 
with  a  thin  section  mast  and  a 
daggerboard.  There  comes  a  time  when 
these  boats  get  in  a  downwind  situation 
and  they  just  can’t  handle  it.  When  they 
round  up  they  can  lose  the  mast  or  they 
just  have  a  difficult  time  righting 
themselves  because  they  can’t  get  the 
weight  where  It  belongs  in  the  boat. 

Nevertheless,  I’m  of  the  opinion  that 
yacht  clubs  and  safety  committees  can 
only  go  so  far  in  restricting  designers.  If  a 
guy  wants  to  be  stupid  enough  or  try  to 
be  on  such  a  close  edge  of  safety,  weli 
that’s  fine  for  him.  I  don’t  think  there  is 
any  reason  we  should  say  that  a  person  is 
wrong  —  if  he  wants  to  jump  off  the 
Golden  Gate  and  try  and  survive,  well 
that’s  up  to  him.  But  seriously,  you  need 
to  give  people  the  room  to  try  and  come 
up  with  new  ideas  and  developments. 

38:  But  don’t  you  feel  threatened  by 
someone  who  is  willing  to  go  closer  to  the 
limits  of  safety  in  an  attempt  to  get  an 
extra  fraction  of  a  knot? 

ALLEN:  No,  I  say  “that’s  just  farther 
than  I’m  personally  willing  to  go.  |’m 
making  a  choice  that  when  it  blows  hard 
I’m  going  to  beat  that  boat  and  be  more 
comfortable.  If  he  wants  to  build  a  boat 
for  lighter  breezes  and  races  with  a  dagger 
-  board  and- a  tall  rig  —  well  that’s  fine 
with  me.  But  when  he  gets  caught  in  20 
knots  of  breeze  and  can’t  sail  to  finish  the 


race  he  shouldn’t  complain  —  and  usually 
they  don’t.  That’s  because  they  recognize 
the  limits  they  are  going  to. 

38:  Do  you  think  that  Imp  being  able 
to  race  against  Lois  Lane  is  a  sort  of 
validation  of  the  value  of  the  IOR  rule? 

ALLEN:  Yes.  It’s  good  because  they 
are  very  different  boats  and  I  think  that  it 
is  fun.  It  means  that  every  person  has  a 
chance  to  test  their  own  concept. 

The  downwind  sailing  boats  have  all 
been  designed  by  sailors  growing  up  in 
the  Pacific.  You  have  your  prevailing 
winds  and  boats  that  are  designed  to 
pick  up  and  wave  and  surf  with  it.  The 
concept  of  lighter  materials  works  well  in 
the  Pacific  because  you  don’t  have  to 
worry  about  hurricanes  as  you  do  on  the 
Atlantic. 

38:  That’s  interesting,  we  never  really 
thought  of  that. 

ALLEN:  I  hadn’t  really  thought  of  it 
before  either  (Laughter).  But  you  take 
Farr  and  Holland  and  Lee.  Farr  in  New 
Zealand  and  down  in  Australia  they 
started  with  18-foot  dinghy  in  Sydney 
where  they  are  allowed  to  crowd  on  all 
the  sail  they  want  to  carry  —  and  that’s 
been  going  on  for  generations. 

38:  In  the  Australians  and  New 
Zealanders,  do  you  see  a  different 
attitude  are  they  more  .  .  . 

ALLEN:  Rugged?  Yes,  I  think  it’s 
reflected  even  in  this  country  where  the 
difference  in  east  and  west  coast  is 
pronounced,  in  the  east  they  are  more 


establishment  bound,  in  their  traditions 
and  the  type  of  boats  and  the  way  they 
sail.  But  these  attitudes  are  being  diluted 
as  more  sailors  have  greater  mobility  to 
see  what  people  are  doing  in  other  places. 

But  the  attitudes  of  the  people  in  New 
Zealand  and  Australia  is  quite  different. 
They  are  a  rugged  people.  In  fact  New 
Zealands  greatest  exports  are  not  their 
lamb  and  wool,  it  their  sailors  and 
designers.  (Laughter).  Well,  it’s  true,  you 
look  at  their  population  and  it’s  stayed 
the  same  for  years.  When  you  are  in 
different  places  or  when  we  were  in 
England  you  can  sense  certain  national 
characteristics. 

38:  Are  there  any  others  you  can 
think  of? 

ALLEN:  Well,  the  Germans  seem  to  be 
geared  into  setting  up  a  race  plan  and 
sticking  to  it  come  hell  or  high  water.  If 
the  winds  shift,  they  blame  the  wind,  not 
themselves,  (laugher).  It’s  kinda  of  an 
attitude  they  have.  For  example  in  the 
Admiral’s  Cup  we  were  in  close 
competition  with  the  German  boat  Pinta, 
a  boat  that  was  about  the  same  size  as 
Imp  and  was  very  very  well  sailed.  The 
only  way  we  were  able  to  beat  them  a 
couple  of  times  was  because  our  crew  as  a 
team  was  more  alert  to  the  winds  shifts 
and  puffs,  and  we  were  able  to  work 
away  from  Pinta.  Pretty  soon  we  were  a 
hundred  feet  away,  then  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  and  so  forth.  In  the  meantime  they 
kept  sailing  the  same  course.  It  wasn’t 
that  they  weren’t  aware  of  the  shifts, - 
they  just  continued  sailing  what  they 
predetermined  they  thought  the  course 
would  be. 

38:  Are  there  any  other  national 
characteristics  you  can  think  of? 

ALLEN:  No,  not  really.  It  just 
some  things  that  you  read  into  what  you 
see.  Oh,  the  Swedes  sometimes  get  kidded 
because  they  get  up  to  a  point  in  certain 
situations  where  they  don’t  . .  .  well  they 
freeze  up  a  bit.  (Laughter).  It’s  nothing 
really,  but  everybody  gets  kidded  about 
their  own  national  characteristics. 

The  Italians  came  to  the  Admiral’s 
Cup,  and  they  did  the  same  thing  in  the 
SORC  -  they  come  with  color-keyed 
uniforms  to  their  boat’s  colors.  They  have 
trucks  and  vans  and  whatnot  all 
color-keyed  to  their  boat  and  the  boat’s 
insignia.  Then  they  have  their  PR  men, 
and  their  women  here,  and  their  wives 
there,  and  it’s  really  a  kick  to  see  them 
operate.  It’s  fun  if  you  can  get  together 
with  them  on  a  language  level,  you  can 
have  fun  kidding  one  another  about 
things  like  that.  But  it’s  just  a  national 
/characteristic,  the  Italians  have  always 
done  things  with  a  flair  and  have  been 


conscious  of  design  and  clothes  —  and 
sometimes  they’d  rather  do  things  in  a 
proper  way  almost  than  win.  That’s  how 
they  like  to  enjoy  racing.  It’s  always  a  big 
show  for  them,  and  win  or  lose  it’s  a  big 
insult  if  you  don’t  join  them  on  their 
boat  after  a  race  for  a  big  songfest. 
(Laughter).  So  it  really  is  a  lot  of  fun 
participating  with  sailors  from  all  the 
different  countries. 

38:  But  even  beyond  that,,  do  you  go 
there  just  to  race  or  is  the  socializing  with 
the  people  an  important  part  of  it? 

ALLEN:  I  would  say  very  definitely 
that  now  going  there  to  race  and  do  the 
best  you  can  is  the  primary  thing.  Getting 
your  boat  in  the  right  spot  at  the  right 
time,  taking  care  of  the  well-being  of 
your  crew,  the  food,  the  navigation  — 
that’s  what  I’m  primarily  geared  into. 

The  people  you  race  against  in  the 
SORC  are  basically  people  that  are  doing 
the  same  thing.  Ten  years  ago  it  was 
different.  When  we  first  went  down  there 
it  was  in  a  transition  stage  between  those 
who  sailed  with  a  cruising  attitude  of  let’s 
have  a  good  time,  and  those  who  were 
seriously  racing  were  almost  a  minority. 
Now  the  racing  is  1 00%  of  the  reason  that 
people  are  there,  and  you  have  to  be 
tuned  to  it  and  prepared  for  it  because 
the  boats  are  more  and  more  similar  and 
it’s  the  crews  that  make  the  difference. 
But  it  is  an  intense,  serious  racing 
situation. 

However,  you  do  get  to  meet  a  lot  of 
good  people,  but  you  are  not  able  to 
spend  as  much  time  with  them  as  you’d 
like,  and  it’s  hard  to  reciprocate  on  their 
hospitality  too  mu.ch  from  this  end  of  the 
country  because  we  are  so  far  away. 

38:  Is  there  much  animosity  in  racing? 

ALLEN:  I’d  say  none!  And  I  haven’t 
sensed  it  with  anyone  else.  Oh,  I  think 
there  are  times  and  situations  where  at 
the  moment  you  feel  antagonistic  toward 
somebody  who  has  either  fouled  you  or 
something,  but  there  is  never  antagonism 
toward  someone  who  has  outsmarted 
you. 

38:  Where  do  you  plan  to  race  this 
year  other  than  in  the  Danforth  Series 
and  the  various  challenge  races? 

ALLEN:  Well,  we  have  no  solid  plans, 
but  you  always  wonder.  You  have  to  stop 
and  think  if  you’re  family  is  behind  you, 
if  you  can  be  covered  at  the  office  and 
that  kind  of  thing.  When  I  agreed  to 
become  Commodore  of  the  San  Francisco 
Yacht  Club  I  agreed  to  stay  close  by  and 
really  run  things,  and  I  look  to  that  as  a 
real  responsibility.  So  we’ll  be  staying 
close  to  Belvedere  this  year,  and  as  for 
next  year  we’ll  just  have  to  wait  and  see. 

38:  Thank  you. 
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SFYC  WINS  CHALLENGE  CUP 


The  St.  Francis  and  San  Francisco 
yacht  clubs  are  rivals  from  years  back, 
and  that  rivalry  was  actively  renewed 
Iwith  the  recent  San  Francisco  Challenge 
Cup,  a  best  3  of  5  series  of  match  races. 
The  boats  involved  belong  to  our  old 
friends  from  the  last  7  pages;  Dave  Allen 
and  Imp  respresenting  the  San  Francisco 
Yacht  Club  and  Bill  Erkelens  carrying  the 
banner  for  the  St.  Francis  Yacht  Club 
with  the  new  Wylie-designed  Lois  Lane. 

Many  sailors  had  anticipated  that  Imp, 
with  her  unparalleled  record  in  world 
class  international  competition,  would  be 
a  swift,  easy  victor.  Lois  Lane  has  had 
only  raced  a  short  while,  and  at  the  time 
had  only  a  relatively  poor  showing  in  the 
L.A.  mid-winters  to  her  credit.  But  Imp’s 
victory  for  the  San  Francisco  Yacht  Club 
was  neither  swift,  nor  was  it  easy.  The 
series  was  to  have  started  on  March  1 8 
and  be  concluded  on  the  19th.  It  just 
ended  45  minutes  ago,  April  23. 

On  March  18th  the  winds  simply  did 
not  blow  and  the  races  were  called  off. 
Good  winds  piped  up  on  the  19th  and 
Lois  Lane  created  a  stir  when  she  won  the 
start  and  was  able  to  keep  feeding  Imp 
dirty  air  long  enough  for  a  21 -second 
corrected  time  victory.  Lois  got  the  jump 
on  Imp  in  the  second  race,  too  —  an 
extremely  important'  factor  in  match 
racing.  But  Imp  footed  off  into  clear  air 
and  took  off,  eventually  taking  a 
51 -second  victory  on  corrected  time.s.  In 
the  third  race  Imp  finally  won  a  start  and 
just  poured  it  on,  taking  a  convincing 
victory  with  a  margin  of  3  minutes  and 
21  seconds. 

It  began  to  look  like  Lois  Lane’s 
victory  in  the  first  race,  if  not  a  fluke, 
was  a  matter  of  simply  restraining  Imp. 
Lois  seemed  able  to  hold  her  own 
downwind,  but  the  heavier  Imp  seemed 
to  sneak  away  going  to  weather. 

A  make-up  of  the  races  that  didn’t  get 
sailing  on  the  18th  was  set,  but  the 
Schoonmaker-Stewart  Race  intervened 
and  changed  all  that.  Even  while  winning 
that  first  race  in  the  Danforth  Series,  Imp 
had  struck  a  rock  with  her  keel  while 
sneaking  in  with  the  tide  south  of  Mile 
Rock.  The  impact  was  resounding  and 
could  be  heard  on  boats  a  hundred  yards 
away.  She  was  left  taking  on  some  water 
where  a  slight  opening  seemed  to  have 
developed  where  the  hull  and  keel  join. 
She  also  had  a  fist-sized  gouge  near  the 
bottom  of  her  lead  keel. 


Lois  Lane,  however,  was  in  worse 
shape.  Somehow  on  a  port  tack  she  had 
struck  another  boat,  Sunchaser,  while 
driving  out  the  Gate.  Lois’s  bow  climbed 
right  up  over  onto  Sunchaser’s  house  and 
ended  up  looking  saw-toothed  to  say  the 
least.  The  impact  of  that  collision  also 
put  a  good  kink  in  her  mast  (see  photo 
page  31).  Although  Imp  could  have 
sailed  on  the  rescheduled  date,  Lois  could 
not  and  the  two  committees  agreed  to 
another  postponement. 

By  the  time  the  Challenge  Cup  was  to 
resume  on  April  23,  Erkelens  and  the 
crew  on  Lois  Lane  had  reason  for  a  bit 
more  optimism.  Erkelens  had  taken  Lois 
to  a  first-to-finish  victory  in  the  Single- 
handed  Farallons  Race,  perhaps  not  a  big 
deal  in  the  IOR  racing  world,  but  a 
morale  bijpster  nonetheless.  But  even 
more  reason  for  optimism  was  her  victory 
in  the  Montara  -  Farallons  Race,  a  race  in 
which  she  not  only  beat  Imp,  but  the 
entire  fleet  as  well. 

The  first  race  on  April  23  started  with 
Imp  having  what  appeared  from  shore  to 
be  the  slightest  of  starting  margins.  By 
the  first  weather  leg  she  had  put  30 
seconds  between  her  and  Lois.  Imp  held 


her  own  in  the  downwind  leg  and  again 
looked  strong  in  the  weather  leg.  Having 
to  give  Lois  but  1  minute  and  40  seconds 
on  this  particular  course  she  looked  like  a 
^ure  winner.  Imp  crossed  the  line  and  the 
seconds  started  ticking  off.  When  the 
clock  had  run  off  the  minute  and  40 
seconds,  there  was  Lois  right  on  the  line. 
It  was,  and  this  seems  impossible,  a  dead 
heat!  Score  the  series:  Imp  2,  Lois  1, 
Dead  Heats  1. 

Unfortunately,  it  was  at  that  time  we 
had  to  get  back  to  work.  It  was  a 
beautiful  sight  to  see,  if  we  may  say  that 
without  being  mushy.  The  wonderful 
symmetry  and  curves  of  the  hulls 
together  were  incredibly  graceful  from 
our  vantage  point. 

We  did  not  see  the  last  race,  but  Imp 
sailed  to  a  28-second  corrected  time 
victory  to  win  the  series  3  to  1  and  bring 
the  Cup  over  to  Belvedere. 

Imp  ended  up  winning,  something  she 
has  had  an  incredible  habit  of  doing.  But 
much  credit  must  go  to  Lois  Lane  and  the 
crew  from  the  St.  Francis,  they  put  up  a 
hell  of  a  battle  with  a  relatively 
unseasoned  boat. 

—  Latitude  38 


ODYSSEY  YACHT  SALES 

No.  1  Fifth  Avenue,  Oakland,  CA  94606  415  465-7932 


FREY A  39 


"The  boat  with  a  history” 

The  FREYA  39  is  a  rock-solid,  full  keel  cruising  yacht  that  performed  well  enough  to  be  chosen 
by  the  Singlehanded  Sailing  Society,  Inc.  as  its  representative  in  this  year's 
Singlehanded  Transpacific  Yacht  Race. 


FEATURES 


HISTORY 


The  Freya  39  comes  from  the  board  of 
one  of  Australia's  finest  designers,  who 
designed  in  safety,  stability,  and 
comfort,  without  neglecting  per¬ 
formance.  The  Freya  is  and  has  been 
for  the  last  15  years  the  only  boat  to 
win  the  rugged  Sydney  to  Hobart  Race 
three  years  straight  -  in  all  different 
weather  conditions! 


Financing  available  on  complete  standard  kit  for  20%  down,  15  years  @10%  simple  interest. 

No  prepayment  penalty. 


The  FREYA  39  can  be  delivered  complete  or  in  what  we  have  found  to  be  a  most  popular  kit 
form.  The  FREYA  39  kit  comes  with  the  difficult  jobs  completed  so  the  owner  can  actually 

enjoy  sailing  the  yacht  before  completing  the  interior. 


COMPLETE  STANDARD  KIT:  $43,500 


•  Flush  deck  safety,  a  U.S.  manu¬ 
factured  with  hand  layed  glass,  a  Full 
keel  stability,  a  Double-ender  comfort 
in  heavy  seas,  a  IV2"  thick  glass  at  the 
keel,  a  Diesel  engine  reliability,  safety 
and  economy,  a  Cutter  rigged  for  safe 
and  efficient  sail  handling,  a  Internal 
lead  ballast,  a  Heavy  duty  rudder, 
a  Honest  construction  makes  the 
Freya  a  solid  investment. 


A  NEW  MILESTONE! 


Kit  Includes: 

Complete  Standard  Kit  in¬ 
cludes:  1.  Hand  layed  hull 
and  deck.  2.  Yanmar  diesel 
with  2:1  reduction  gear,  and 
shaft  installed.  3.  Rudder 
with  wheel  steering  installed. 
4.  Deck  hatches,  teak  caprail 


Kit  Includes: 

both  installed.  5.  Chain  plates 
installed  (cutter  rigged). 
6.  Spar-Craft  mast  and  boom 
.  with  stainless  rigging  ready  to 
step.  7.  Interior  bulkheads 
installed.  8.  Lead  Ballast 
installed. 


SINGLEHANDED 


Espial  —  Jim  Gannon 


We  think  Liebnitz  was  the  guy  who 
claimed  that  this  was  “the  most  perfect 
of  all  worlds”.  If  Liebnitz  can  get  away 
with  saying  stuff  like  that,  we  feel  free  to 
assert,  that  in  its  own  way,  the  Single- 
atsded  Race  around  the  Farallons  is  the 
most  perfect  of  all  yacht  races. 

The  beauty  of  the  Farallons  event,  and 
it  surely  is  more  an  ‘event’  than  it  is  a 
race,  is  that  it  is  so  human  The  race 
committee  for  example,  was  no  ‘crack’ 
crew,  but  they  got  the  job  done  with 
their  limited  resources  and  their  hearts 
were  sure  as  hell  in  the  right  places.  And 
the  racers  themselves  —  they  were  able  to 
experience  all  the  human  emotions  that 
make  life  such  a  roller  coaster  ride.  There 
was  fear  that  had  been  lingering  for 
weeks,  what  if  the  weather  was  as  bad  as 
it  was  last  year,  what  if  something  went 
wrong  and  they  could  only  look  to  them¬ 
selves  for  help,  what  if  they  couldn’t 
make  it?  And  during  the  race  there  was 
frustration,  some  pain,  and  a  little 
anxiety.  But  when  it  was  all  over,  there 
were  the  soothing  feelings  of  satisfaction 
and  achievement.  Yes,  it  was  a  race  full  of 
good  old  basic  human  emotions,  and 
when  you  run  through  the  whole  bunch 
of  them  in  just  one  day,  well  then  you 
know  you’re  really  living. 

There  was  some  humor  too,  the  best 
of  which  occyred  when  the  first  prize,  a 
trip  to  Club  Med  at  Hanelei  Bay  on 
Kauai,  was  announced.  Silence  fell  when 
George  Siegler  proclaimed  that  Micheal 
Lingsch  was  the  overall  winner.  The 
silence  was  finally  broken  by  Michael 
himself  who  said  crustily,  “No,  no, 
you’ve  made  some  kind  of  mistake,  that’s 
impossible.”  “There’s  no  mistake” 
George  insisted,  “you  won  the  trip.” 

Michael  Lingsch  didn’t  take  too  well 
to  this  announcement  in  the  beginning, 
no  doubt  feeling  that  he  was  the  subject 
of*  some  horrible  mathamatical  mistake 
that  would  make  him  look  foolish  when 
the  error  was  discovered.  “If  I  won,”' 
Michael  asked,  “what’s  the  point  of 
buying  a  hot  new  boat?”  Michael  had 
sailed  the  race  in  his  full  keel  30-foot 
Odyssey  .yawl,  but  regularly  crews  on  a 
Santa  Cruz  27.  The  point  of  it  was,  that 
since  the  race  was  being  raced  under 
PFIRF,  there  was  no  need  or  benefit  in 
having  a  hot  new  boat,  an  old.  one  was 
just  fine. 

Even  as  he  was  leaving  the  award 
picnic,  Michael  was  probably  the  only 


FARALLONS 


one  left  who  wasn’t  convinced  he  had 
won  the  trip.  It  seems  that  he  hadn’t 
taken  the  racing  part  of  the  event  too 
seriously.  As  he  pointed  out,  after  the 
winds  picked  up  off  Bonita  to  undo  the 
log-jam  of  boats,  he  had  just  set  his  vane, 
popped  open  a  can  of  suds,  took  off  his 
shirt  and  lay  down  in  the  cockpit  for 
some  sunbathing.  He  apparently  thought 
such  an  effort  was  not  worthy  of  winning 
the  trip  to  Hawaii  —  but  then  he  was 
probably  just  being  modest. 


The  race  started  off  Aquatic  Park  at 
8:00  in  superb  weather  conditions, 
^conditions  that  gave  Sam  Vahey  in  his 
Ranger  37  what  he  called  “the  most 
enjoyable  hour  of  sailing  I’ve  had  in  my 
life.”  Bill  Erkelens  on  Lois  Lane  (a  night 
before  the  race  entry)  and  Norton  Smith 
in  Solitaire  jumped  off  the  early  leads, 
with  Mike  Mazza  hot  on  their  heels  with 
his  Hobie  Cat  converted  to  a  trimaran, 
Rush.  With  the  pleasant  light  breeze  out 
of  the  east,  Jack  Adam  popped  his  chute 
on  Runrunner  right  at  the  starting  line, 
and  it  wasn’t  long  before  the  horizon  was 
dotted  with  spinnakers. 

The  superb  conditions  prevailed  for 
about  an  hour  when  the  winds  died  and 
the  contrary  tide  bundled  the  fleet  up  in 
the  morning  heat  off  Point  Bonita. 
Almost  the  entire  fleet  of  almost  60  boats 
mingled  together  in  the  slop,  bobbing 
about  trying  to  keep  sails  and  chutes 
drawing,  but  nobody  having  much  luck. 
It  was  very  frustrating  sailing,  and  soon  it 
looked  like  Bill  Erkelens  was  going  to  be 
the  first  drop-out,  perhaps  deciding  that 
it  would  be  wiser  to  save  his  boat  for  the 
Challenge  Cup  and  the  Danforth  Series 
rather  than  having  the  sails  and  rigging 
beat  themselves  to  death.  But  it  wasn’t 
that  at  all,  Bill  was  just  the  first  of  many 
skippers  who  didn’t  have  enough  way  on 
to  keep  headed  in  the  right  direction. 

While  it  looked  like  the  entire  fleet 
would  spend  the  day  slopping  off  Bonita, 
Skip  Allan  made  a  nice  move,  working  his 
Hawkfarm,  Wildflower  dangerously  close 
to  the  cliffs  and  surf  of  Bo/iita  in  an 
attempt  to  ride  a  back  eddy  out  around 
the  point.  It  worked,  but  only  for  a  short 
while,  and  he  too,  was  pulled  back  into 
the  pack.  At  this  point,  probably  half  the 
fleet  had  been  in  first  place  for  at  least  a 
few  seconds. 

Finally  the  winds  filled  in,  making  it  a 
close  reach,  not  a  hard  beat,  to  the 
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Lois  Lane  —  Bill  Erkelens 
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Rampage  and  Solitaire  have  differing  ideas  of  the  way  to  the  Farallons.  So  do  Blith  Spirit  and  Courageous  in  the  background. 


Farallons  in  generally  calm  seas  with 
winds  never  exceeding  20  knots.  Even  in 
these  ideal  conditions  there  was  suffering, 
Jack  Adam  could  not  reach  his  supply  of 
suds  from  the  helm  without  making  a 
long  arduous  stretch. 

The  worst  incident  of  the  race  took 
place  near  the  light  bucket  where  two 
boats,  Prevail  and  Sugar  &  Spice  collided 
for  reasons  we  have  not  been  able  to 
learn. Prevail  suffered  an  elongated 
headstay  and  decided  to  drop-out; 
William  Swift’s  Sugar  &  Spice  was  holed, 
but  he  patched  it  up  and  continued 
around  the  islands  and  finished  in  a  nice 
display  of  seamanship.  Everyone  has  been 
saddened  to  learn  the  William  Swift,  who 
had  planned  to  make  the  Singlehanded 
Race  to  Hawaii,  tragically  died  in  a  small 
plane  crash  just  a  few  days  later. 

The  return  leg  back  from  the  Farallons 
was  a  beam  reach,  and  Bill  Erkelens 
brought  Lois  Lane  back  to  the  finish  line 
under  the  Golden  Gate  first  about  6:00 
or  about  1 0  hours  after  the  start.  Not  far 
behind  him  was  the  gutty  Mike  Mazza  in 
his  Tremelino  conversion  of  a  Hobie  Cat. 

By  8:00  the  race  was  a  gorgeous  sight 
from  every  vantage  point.  Looking  west 
from  Fort  Point,  the  horizon  was  dotted 
with  the  running  light  of  almost  the 
entire  fleet,  most  of  whom  were  slowly 
bucking  the  ebbing  tide  in  the  light 
winds.  The  view  available  to  those  racing 


was  even  more  spectacular,  San  Francisco 
was  a  magnificent  bejeweled  city  on  the 
perfectly  clear  and  unusually  warm 
night.  To  top  it  all  off,  a  moon  of 
stupendous  proportions  rose  over  the 
bay.  It  was  at  this  point  that  several 
racers  heard  Jocelyn  Carrick,  who  was  to 
be  the  first  woman  to  finish  the  race, 
howling  at  the  moon.  Jocelyn  was  later 
to  claim  that  she  was  merely  using  a  old 
trick  Jim  Warfield  had  taught  her  —  if 
you  don’t  know  if  you  are  too  close  to 
the  cliffs  in  the  darkness,  holler  and  see  if 
you  can  hear  an  echo. 

After  some  searching,  we  found  the 
land-based  finish  line  committee,  located 
high  above  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  on  the 
Marin  side.  From  that  vantage  point  the 
view  was  even  more  spectacular,  but  all 
was  not  well.  George  Siegler  and  Bill 
Huber  were  having  some  minor  problems. 
One  racer  had  tired  after  nearing  the  light 
bucket  and  needed  an  escort  back  in,  and 
the  finish  line  committe  boat  had  gone 
out  to  search.  This  in  itself  wouldn’t  have 
been  so  bad,  except  that  Geoge  Sigler 
has  incredible  paternal  feelings  for  all 
who  participate  in  his  races,  and  he  was 
helpless  since  the  radio  he  brought  along 
stopped  transmitting.  If  anything,  George 
is  a  man  of  action,  and  there  was  nothing 
he  could  do  but  take  the  name  of  the 
radio  manufacturer  in  vain  and  curse  at 
himself  for  only  bringing  one  radio  along. 


Bill  Huber  had  worked  Search  and 
Rescue  for  the  Coast  Guard  for  twenty 
years  and  was  taking  it  in  stride.  George 
however  only  found  solace  in  giving  clear, 


Paul  Mazza  in  his  Hobie  Cat  conversion 


calm,  precise,  instructions  over  his  radio 
to  the  disabled  entry  -  even  though  he 
knew  damn  well  it  wasn’t  working  and  he 
couldn’t  be  heard  more  than  five  feet 
away.  It  was  a  strange  sort  of  placebo, 
but  seemed  to  work  for  George. 

Finally  the  committee  boat  had 
reached  the  ailing  entry  by  Mile  Rock  and 
was  escorting  the  boat  back  in.  But  by 
this  time  a  number  of  boats  were  coming 
under  the  Gate  trying  to  find  or  contact 
the  race  committee  to  let  them  know 
they  had  finished.  Although  George’s 
radio  would  not  put  out  transmissions,  it 
could  still  recieve  them  —  and  the 
messages  kept  pouring  in.  “I’m  passing 
under  the  bridge  race  committee,  please 
acknowledge.  Do  you  hear  me  race 
committee?  Where  are  you  race 
committee?  I’m  passing  under  too,  race 
committee,  do  you  hear  me  too?  Where 
are  you  race  committee?” 

It  went  on  and  on,  and  George  would 
calmly  talk  into  his  stupid  microphone, 
“yes,  we’ve  got  you,  take  your  time  and 
place  of  finish  as  we  told  you  at  the 
skipper’s  meeting.”  Finally  the  placebo 
of  talking  into  the  useless  microphone 
wore  off  and  George  ran  to  the  edge  of 
the  cliff  and  screamed  “I  hear  you,  we  see 


Paul  was  second  to  finish  to  Lois  Lane 


you”.  George  was  fit  to  be  tied,  and  it 
took  all  the  willpower  he  had  to  keep 
from  making  a  500-foot  leap  into  the 
water  and  swim  out  and  check  in  the 
boats  as  they  passed  under  the  bridge. 
George  may  not  be  perfect,  but  he  sure  as 
hell  cares. 

It  was  sunny  and  bright  again  the  next 
day  for  the  chili  feed  (Dennison’s)  and 
alcholic  consumption  (many  varieties) 
party.  Everything  was  hunky-dory,  all  the 
boats  had  returned  safely,  the  woman 
who  had  to  be  escorted  in  the  night 
before  was  hale  and  hearty  and  Jim 
Gannon  took  it  upon  himself  to  make 
sure  nobody  went  thirsty. 

After  much  drinking  and  munching 
the  winners  were  announced:  Div.  I, 
Phillip  Bohm  in  Abuglita,  a  Santana  22; 
Div.  II,  Michael  Lingsch,  Odyssey,  and 
Odyssey  30  yawl;  Div.  Ill,  Kent  Rupp, 
Nereid,  a  Triton;  Div.  IV,  Fred  Freid, 
Cheoy  Lee  Lion,  Dithyramb;  Div.  V,  Bill 
Erkelens,  Lois  Lane,  a  custom  Wylie;  Div. 
VI,  Bill  Vaughn,  the  Herreshoff,  Evening 
Star;  Trimaran  Div.,  Paul  Mazza  in  the 
Tremelino,  Rush. 

This  year  almost  everyone  finished, 
51  out  of  about  58.  Seven  who  finished 
last  year  also  made  it  this  year:  Roger 
Hall,  Skip  Allan,  Norton  Smith,  Dick 
Mitchell,  Don  Carlson,  John  Robinson, 
and  Mike  Mathiasen.  Among  yacht  clubs 
represented,  the  Island  Yacht  Club 
cleaned  up  with  11  finishers,  there  were  5 
from  Richmond  YC  which  was  the  next 
closest.  But  it  was  an  individuals  race  as 
many  had  no  yacht  club  affliation  and 
others  hailed  from  smaller  clubs  like 
Benicia  and  Point  San  Pablo.  The  variety 
of  boats  was  incredible,  of  the  51  that 
finished,  three  were  Hawkfarms,  two 
were  Santa  Cruz  27s,  and  the  other  46 
were  all  different. 

The  race  had  its  minor  faults,  but 
everyone  loves  things  and  people  for  their 
faults  so  it  was  a  happy  crowd.  George 
Siegler  muffed  it  slightly  when  he  was 
awarding  the  two  women  sweaters  for 
“completing  four  miles”  -  Jocelyn  Carriek 
who  finished  the  race  didn’t  think  this 
was  the  most  complimentary  thing  for 
George  to  say,  and  we  think  we  saw  her 
give  him  ‘the  finger’.  George  rambled  on  a 
bit,  saying  he  hoped  more  women  would 
enter  next  year,  and  he  really  meant  it. 
Jocelyn  said  they  would,  and  she  meant  it 
it,  too.  Little  faults  and  good  intentions 
make  a  great  race,  and  that’s  what  it  was. 

—  Latitude  38 
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F0R0LLON  FINALS 

TOP  FIVE:  i.  16  -11-42  MICHAEL  LINGSCH  -  ODYSSEY  30 

2.  16-15-40  KENT  RUPP -TRITON 

3.  16-16-04  ROBERT  SLEETH  -CAL  2-30 

4.  16  -18  -16  BILL  ERKELENS- WYLIE  CUSTOM  40 

5.  16  -32  -24  FRED  FREID  -  CHEOY  LEE  LION  . 

DIV.  1 

1. 

16.43.51 

PHILLIP  BOHM  /  ABUGLITA 

SANTANA  22 

246 

2. 

16.47.30 

PAUL  BOEHMKE  /  PAINTED  WIND 

COLUMBIA  CONTENDER 

270 

3. 

16.51.54 

ROGER  TOWNSEND  /  SI-BON 

SAMOURAI  24 

234 

4. 

17.39.07 

“BUZ" SANDERS  /  SKUA 

ERICSON  23 

222 

5. 

17.54.36 

MICHAEL  MATHIASEN  /  DULCINEA 

KILLER  WHALE 

198 

6. 

18.05.30 

BILL  CANNON  /  FLYER 

MOORE  24 

150 

DIV.  II 

1. 

16.11.42 

MICHAEL  LINGSCH  /  ODYSSEY 

ODYSSEY  30 

258 

2. 

16.41.06 

NORTON  SMITH  /  SOLITAIRfe 

SANTA  CRUZ  27 

141 

3. 

16.44.00 

JACK  ADAM  /  RUMRUNNER 

PETERSON  25 

210 

4. 

16.52.12 

SKIP  ALLAN  /  WILDFLOWER 

HAWKFARM 

174 

5. 

17.09.54 

JOHN  ROBINSON  /  COURAGEOUS 

HAWKFARM 

174 

6. 

17,12.54 

RUDOLPH  SCHRODER  /  MARE C 

25'  SLOOP 

264 

7. 

17.17.16 

ROBERT  WHITNEY  /  GYPSY 

RANGER  29 

186 

8. 

17.17.36 

HANS  VIELHAUER  /  MACH  SCHNELL 

SCAMPI  30 

186 

9. 

1  7.28.00 

MAX  HIGHTOWER  /  GEMINI 

CAL  29 

180 

10. 

17.30.24 

JOCELYN  CARRICK  /  EL  GAVILAN 

HAWKFARM 

174 

11. 

17.52.15 

GARYGRAYBILL  /  ABERRANT 

CAPE  DORY  28 

210 

12. 

18.27.44 

ROBERT  GROFF  /  ARCANE 

REGENT  27 

204 

13. 

20.33.36 

R.  HAYES  /  PRETZ  1 

COLUMBIA  26 

246 

14. 

No  record  of  time. 

JIMBELLAND  /  ANKLE-BITER 

SANTA  CRUZ  27 

144 

DIV.  Ill 

1. 

16.15.40 

KENT  RUPP  /  NEREID 

TRITON 

252 

2. 

16.16.04 

ROBERT SLEETH  /  RAMPAGE 

CAL  2-30 

180 

3. 

17.23.30 

MIKE  BARRETT  /  MISTY  II 

ISLANDER  30 

180 

4. 

1 7.26.48 

SVEN  HAKANSSON  /  ROSALIE 

MISTRAL  33 

198 

5. 

1 7.29.06 

HAROLD  WILSON  /  WINGED  WARRIOR 

CORONADO  30 

186 

6. 

17.35.08 

JAMES  CATE  /  DOMINQUE 

YANKEE  30 

168 

7. 

17.45.52 

HENRY  SCHILLING  /  LORELEI 

VOYAGER  33 

204 

8. 

17.46.12 

ROBERT  WARFIELD  /  ERINMORE 

CAMPER-NICHOLSON  32 

222 

9.- 

17.59.42 

ANDY  MARKEN  /  SYBARIS 

CHALLENGER  32 

222 

10. 

18.34.58 

ROGER  HALL  /  MOONSHADOW 

WYLIE  31 

138 

DIV.  IV 

1. 

16.32.24  v 

FRED  FREID  /  DITHYRAMB 

CHEOY  LEE  LION 

234 

2. 

16.37.07 

JIM  GANNON  /  ESPIAL 

FREYA  39 

148 

3. 

16.39.24 

JIM  MITCHELL  /  BLITHE  SPIRIT 

PEARSON  36 

144 

4. 

16.53.17 

DICK  CARLSON  /  PYRRHIC  VICTORY 

RAFIKI  37 

210 

5. 

17.40.12 

WILLIAM  SWIFT  /  SUGAR  &  SPICE 

ISLANDER  36 

144 

6. 

17.55.00 

RICK  GIO  /  TAI  PING  II 

ISLANDER  32  MK  1 

234 

7. 

18.30.00 

MICHAEL  HERZ  /  KUNU 

ERICSON  35 

150 

8. 

21.13.00 

FRED  RUEST  /  MENKAR 

CHRIS  CRAFT  35 

120 

9. 

No  record  of  time. 

SAMVAHEY  /  ODYSSEUS 

RANGER  37 

120 

10. 

No  record  of  time. 

BOB  VESPA  /  RONDO 

TYPHOON  36 

192 

11. 

No  record  of  time. 

ROBERT  HOVEY  /  MARGARET 

CONCORDIA  40 

186 

DIV.  V 

1. 

16.18.16 

BILL  ERKELENS  /  LOIS  LANE 

WYLIE  40 

96 

2. 

17.38.50 

JOSEPH  COLLETTO  /  GOOD  NEWS 

CT-41 

204 

3. 

18.38.24 

MEL  RICHARDS  /  GOSSIP 

KETTENBERG  PCC 

114 

4. 

19.31.18 

BOB  SAMMONS  /  PAJARA 

STEVENS  44 

108 

5. 

19.46.24 

CLARENCE  NELSON  /  GREEN  BUFFALO 

CAL  40 

114 

DIV.  VI 

1. 

1 8.40.24 

BILL  VAUGHN  /  EVENING  STAR 

HERRESHOFF  54' 

114 

TRIS 

1. 

18.18.00 

PAULMAZZA  /  RUSH 

TREMELINO 

TRI 

2. 

18.23.31 

BRUCE  STEVENS  /  TRIESSENCE 

BROWN  37' 

TRI 

3. 

19.30.27 

BARRY  PARKINSON  /  CHAC 

NIMBLE  TRI 

TRI 

4. 

20.40.30 

VINCENT  CURRIVAN  /  PAPILLION 

SEARUNNER  TRI 

TRI 

I  'm* 

i«|«l 

Winner:  Fred  Freid  (We  think) 


Winner:  Bill  Vaughn 


Disbelieving  loser:  jim  Gannon 


/  ' 
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MflRKEN 


Mas-och-ist:  A  person  who  pays  the 
Singlehanded  Sailing  Society  $25  for 
the  priviiedge  of  taking  a  beating  on 
the  open  ocean  for  ten  plus  hours  to 
sail  around  the  Farallon  Islands  with- 
out  benefit  of  crew  or  engine.  „ 

Some  people  contend  that  all  sailors 
are  a  little  weird,  but  after  taking  part  in 
my  first  singlehanded  race,  I’m  certain 
that  some  of  us  are  a  little  more  weird 
than  others. 

It  was  only  a  few  years  ago  that  I  con¬ 
vinced  Jeannine,  my  wife,  that  we  should 
buy  a  boat,  and  that  if  we  had  one  I’d 
stop  working  so  incessantly.  Like  a  good 
woman,  Syb  (short  for  Sybaris)  was  built 
for  comfort,  not  speed. 

With  her  11 ’2”  beam  and  a  hull  speed 
of  about  7.2  knots,  I  had  absolutely  no 
delusions  about  winning  in  this  kind  of 
contest.  It  was  something  she  and  I  had 
to  do  together. 

But  why  take  such  a  beating  when  you 
don’t  have  to? 

The  race  provided  an  opportunity  to 
prove  that  you  are  significant,  even  if 
only  to  yourself.  There’s  also  a  feeling  of 
extreme  independence  ...  if  only  for  a 
few  hours;  and  a  chance  to  escape  the 
idiocy  of  the  world  around  us.  Finally 
there  is  a  compulsion  to  not  compete 
really,  but  to'  co-exist  with  whatever  the 
forces  the  vast  ocean  has  to  offer. 

It  all  started  innocently  enough.  I  had 
purchased  an  autopilot  from  Alpha 
Marine  Systems  and  while  telling  my> 
dock  neighbor  about  my  new  purchase,  it 
naturally  followed  that  we  would  enter 
the  Singlehanded  Race  to  the  Farallons  — 
Rick  on  Tai1  Ping  II  and  Sybaris  and  I 
with  our  new  autopilot.  - 

I  figured  if  it  blew  like  it  did  last  year 
for  the  race,  I  could  reef  her  in  and  Syb 
might  make  a  good  showing.  After  all,  she 
only  starts  performing  really  well  when 
we  approach  gale  force  winds. 

The  days  before  the  race  were 
consumed  with  talking  to  people  who 
could  give  me  hints  on  getting  a  little 
extra  for  the  race. 

Friends  coached  me  on  how  to  stay 
close  to,  but  not  over  the  starting  line,  to 
get  the  jump  on  the  fleet.  Another  friend 
who  regularly  takes  part  in  the  Farallon 
Patrol,  and  I  poured  over  the  charts.  Fie 
showed  me  how  the  back  eddies  just  out¬ 
side  the  Gate  could  be  used  to  give  me  a 
| push  out  past  Point  Bonita. 


I  couldn’t  wait  for  the  skippers 
meeting  Thursday  evening  before  the 
race.  A  few  nights  before,  I  went  to  the 
store  to  buy  my  provisions  ...  all  the 
junk  food  in  the  world. 

The  skippers  meeting  was  something 
else.  These  guys  were  out  for  blood!  They 
were  arguing  about  every  rule.  I  could 
care  less.  I  was  in  it  for  the  sail.  To  me  a 
finish  was  a  win. 

We  got  our  weather  briefing  from  a 
Naval  meterologist  stationed  in  Monterey. 
Fifteen  knots  of  wind,  if  we  were  lucky. 
Funny  though,  something  about  him  I 
didn’t  trust.  Maybe  it  was  that  he 
reminded  me  of  the  two  Naval  meteor¬ 
ologists  I  had  met  last  Labor  Day 
weekend  at  the  Monterey  Yacht  Club  on 
a  cruise  from  San  Francisco. 

They  had  assured  us  we  would  have  a 
great  sail  back  up  the  coast  becuase  the 
front  was  breaking  up.  Actually  we 
bucked  30  knot  winds,  1 5  foots  seas  and 
solid  fog  all  the  way  to  the  Gate. 

The  morning  of  the  race  found  me  up 
bright  and  early  making  final 
preparations.  Rick  wasn’t  taking  any 
chances.  Fie  had  stripped  everything  non- 
essential  off  Tai.  Me?  I  topped  off  my 
fuel  and  water  tanks  . . .  just  in  case.  Still 
a  cruiser  I  guess. 

0730:  Out  at  the  starting  line  everyone 
is  ready.  Crap,  the  wind’s  only  4  knots 
and  we’re  going  to  be  fighting  a  flood 
tide.  Everyone  was  drifting  back  and 
forth  in  front  of  the  line.  Not  me  though, 
I’ll  lay  back  and  take  a  running  start. 

0800:  As  the  gun  went  off,  so  did  the 
wind.  Don’t  worry  Jerry  &  Sheila,  I’m 
not  over  early.  In  fact,  I  very  carefully 
brought  up  the  rear.  Norm  Steven  hollers 
out  and  wishes  me  luck  from  the 
Committee  Boat.  Thanks  Norm,  but  at 
this  rate  I’ll  need  more  than  Idck.  But  I 
have  some  other  tactics,  maybe  they’ll 
help. 

Two-thirds  of  the  fleet  also  heads  for 
the  North  tower  of  the  bridge.  Maybe 
they  also  know  my  secrets.  Great,  the 
wind  picks  up  to  8  knots  and  Syb  gains 
speed.  Maybe  we’ll  make  up  some  of  the 
lost  time. 

Once  under  the  Gate  I  find  the  reverse 
eddy,  but  the  wind  leaves.  Fantastic.  Why 
can’t  everything  work  together  for  me? 
Most  of  the  boats  are  doing  better,  but  at 
least  there  are  a  few  people  back  here 
with  me  floundering  around. 

The  winds  are  light  and  flukey.  Can’t 


seem  to  get  the  sails  set  right.  When  I  get 
the  whisker  pole  out  and  try  to  get  it 
wing  and  wing,  the  wind  shifts.  Look  at 
some  of  the  blood-and-gutters  out  there. 
They’re  flying  chutes!  Oh  well,  nothing 
to  do  but  sit  back  in  the  cockpit  with  the 
warm  sun  on  me. 

1030:  We’re  finally  at  Pt.  Bonita.  The 
better  half  of  the  fleet  (including  Tai)  is 
well  out  in  the  shipping  channel  already. 
See  you  guys  in  a  day' or  two. 

1100:  I’m  abeam  of  the  first  north 
channel  marker.  The  wind  is  picking  up  a 
little  our  of  the  west,  but  we’re  still  doing 
a  sluggish  two  knots. 

After  I  lock  the  wheel  I  sit  back  and 
watch  the  flies  walk  around  the  cockpit. 
Funny,  I  never  have  them  when  I’m  at 
the  dock;  but  when  it’s  calm  out  in  the 
ocean  they  magically  appear.  Well,  at 
least  they  give  me  someone  (or 
something)  to  talk  to. 

1230:  We’re  finally  abeam  bouy  seven 
on  the  main  ship’s  channel.  The  wind  has 
finally  picked  up  to  10  knots  and  Syb 
starts  to  stiffen  up.  Guess  I’ll  have 
something  to  eat.  We’ll  see  what  falls  out 
of  the  refrigerator  first  when  I  open  it  up. 

It’s  going  to  be  a  great  lunch.  A  diet 
grapefruit  and  a  soggy  tuna  salad 
sandwich.  Oh  well,  out  here  everything 
tastes  good. 

Rick  reports  good  winds  at  the  light 
bucket,  so  maybe  there  is  hope  for  Syb 
and  me. 

As  we  begin  approaching  the  last 
channel  bouy,  the  wind  stiffens  to  15 
knots  and  Syb  starts  to  move.  4.5  knots 
and  the  flies  have  flown  back  home.  Well 
Syb,  we’re  alone  once  again. 

The  water  has  turned  a  deep  icy  blue. 
It’s  blue  and  yet  ominous.  Guess  I’d 
better  put  on  my  harness.  If  I  go  over  the 
side  and  drown,'  Jeannine  will  never 
forgive  me. 

1345:  Abeam  the  light  bucket.  Rick 
was  right.  The  wind  has  picked  up.  Now 
we’re  getting  1 7  knots  of  wind  and  Syb  is 
moving  beautifully.  She  playfully  noses 
into  the  waves  washing  her  deck  with 
green  water.  N 

At  1500  I  pass  my  first  boat  in  the 
race  off  to  port.  Too  bad  they’re  going  on 
the  return  leg.  No  sweat  though,  Syb  and 
I  are  doing  better..  Now  we’ve  got  20 
knots  of  wind  and  we’re  pushing  along  at 
5.5  knots.  Maybe  we’ll  round  the 
Farallons  before  dark. 

Still  can’t  leave  the  helm  too  longand 


ON  FflRALLONS 


I  have  to  go  to  the  head.  Oh  well,  I’ll 
answer  nature’s  call  over  the  side.  Sure 
hope  no  environmentalist  is  looking  out 
with  glasses  to  catch  what  I’m  doing. 

As  I  cling  to  the  backstay  I  remember 
a  story  I  heard  a  few  years  ago.  Of  the 
drowned  sailors  the  Coast  Guard  picks 
up,  80%  drown  with  their  flies  down. 
Wonder  if  it’s  true? 

At  1600  the  wind  has  picked  up  to  25 
plus  knots  and  I  can  see  Syb  is  being 
overpowered.  Guess  I  better  pull  in  a  reef. 
Syb  is  rigged  so  I  can  do  everything  from 
the  cockpit  so  the  job  isn’t  too  difficult. 
Once  completed,  Syb  takes  off  again. 

It  helped.  We’re  now  scooting  along  at 
6  knots  and  are  getting  close  to  the 
Farallons.  Off  to  starboard  I  see  Rick  and 
Tai.  Why’s  he  taking  the  island  so  wide? 
Well,  here’s  my  chance.  I’ll  snug  in  close 
to  the  island  and  pass  him.  Whisper’s  also 
off  to  starboard.  Poor  guy,  his  chute  is 
dragging  in  the  water  and  he’s  having  a 
hell  of  a  time  getting  it  in.  Thank  God, 
I’ve  never  wanted  one. 

I  wish  I  had  studied  the  small  chart  of 
the  Faraallons  to  see  how  close  in  I  can 
come.  Oh  well,  I’ll  just  watch  for  green 
and  breaking  water.  Don’t  dare  take  her 
on  the  rocks.  Jeannine  wouldn’t  stand  for 
it. 

1645:  We’re  abeam  of  Seal  Rock  and 
checking  in  with  Committee  3.  Rick 
seems  to  be  having  some  problems  back 
there  he  rounds  up  three  times.  Great. 
That  will  help  put  some  distance  between 
us. 

With  the  wind  now  out  of  the  North, 
we  shake  out  the  reef  and  once  again 
we’re  scooting  along  at  5.5  knots.  Syb, 
you’re  doing  just  beautiful.  Should  make 
it  back  to  the  light  bucket  in  no  time  at 
all. 

Can’t  leave  the  helm  long  at  all  now. 
The  quartering  sea  means  we  have  to 
react  with  each  wave. 

I’d  never  make  it  in  the  Singlehanded 
TransPac.  I  couldn’t  carry  that  many 
matches  to  support  my  smoking  habit. 
The  gyrations  are  something  else.  I  jam 
my  foot  on  the  lee  side,  lodge  the  wheel 
with  the  other  knee  and  huddle  away 
from  the  wind  to  light  up.  It  takes  me 
half  a  pack  of  matches  just  for  one 
cigarette.  By  then,  I’ve  sucked  in  so  much 
sulfur  the  cigarette  doesn’t  taste  good. 

But,  I  cheat.  I  chain  smoke  three  or 
four  at  a  time  so  I  don’t  have  to  light  a 
match  for  each  one.  In  that  way,  I  get  my 


nocotine  without  all  the  hassle.  Sure  wish 
I  could  shake  this  cough  of  mine  though. 
Can’t  figure  out  where  it  came  from. 

Syb  is  having  a  ball.  The  wave  will 
creep  up  behind  her  and  climb  up  the 
stem.  Then,  just  as  it’s  about  to  climb 
aboard,  she  lifts  her  stern  and  the  wave 
slides  under.  She  surfs  down  and  waits  for 
the  next  wave.  Man,  it’s  nice  to  see  her 
have  so  much  fun. 

As  we  compensate  for  each  wave  I 
look  up  in  the  closing  hours  of  the  day 
and  watch  the  jets  streak  westward. 
Those  poor  people.  They  don’t  know 
how  much  fun  they’re  missing.  They’re 
up  there  sitting  in  that  nice  pressurized 
cabin  with  their  first  drink  in  their  hand. 

I’m  down  here  struggling  with  the 
wheel,  a  thermos  and  coffee  cup  I  can’t 
keep  from  slopping  all  over. 

Sort  of  reminds  me  of  the  story  of  the 
drunk  who  was  sloshing  every  drink 
trying  to  get  it  to  his  mouth.  When  he 
was  asked  if  he  drank  much  he  replied, 
“No,  I  spill  most  of  it.”  Same  here. 

I  lock  the  wheel  again  and  dash  doWn 
for  another  sandwich.  This  time  a  ham 
sandwich  falls  out.  Good,  variety.  I  would 
like  some  chips,  but  have  you  ever  tried 
to  open  those  new  bags?  They  were 
designed  by  anti-junk  food  people.  It’s 
hard  to  cut  them  open  even  with  a  rigging 
knife. 

At  1945  we  pass  the  light  bucket  to 
port.  We’re  half  way  home  and  again 
nature  calls.  Back  to  the  pulpit.  Since 


we’re  bouncing  around  I  guess  I’ll  kneel 
this  time. 

The  second  ship  channel  bouy 
suddenly  appears  close  abdard  to  port.  I 
talk  to  it  briefly,  but  it  doesn’t  have 
much  to  say.  Oh  well,  no  big  thing.  Syb 
and  I  are  having  fun  night  sailing. 

San  Francisco  looks  beautiful  at  night 
from  out  here.  Her  skirt  of  lights  spread 
out  majestically  before  us,  waving  us 
home.  Pt.  Bonita  and  Mile  Rock  lights 
point  the  way  as  well. 

We’re  abeam  Mile  Rock  and  the  wind 
dies  again  to  a  drifting  minus  4  knots. 
Damn,  a  repeat  of  the  start.  Oh  well,  the 
tide  is  flooding  this  time  so  if  nothing  else 
we  can  drift  in  under  the  Gate. 

2155:  We  report  in  to  Committee  One 
as  we  pass  under  the  Gate.  Syb  and  I  are 
seven  minutes  ahead  of  Rick  and  Tai,  but 
he’ll  beat  us  on  corrected  time.  I  guess  we 
both  won. 

As  I  start  the  engine  and  crawl  forward 
to  strike  the  sails  I  still  wonder  why. 
Something  I  read  once  is  true.  Security  is 
necessary.  But,  it’s  only  one  aspect  of 
life.  Man  must  also  have  things  to  fight 
and  strive  for  to  enhance  the  dignity  of 
his  life. 

Next  year  (what  am  I  saying?),  it’ll  be 
different.  We’ll  have  the  autopilot 
working  and  we’ll  have  our  genoa.  Or . .  . 
maybe  we’ll  help  Latitude  38  do  their 
laundry.  We’ll  have  to  see. 

—  Andy  Marken 
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FISH 


The  salesman  in  the  fishing  tackle 
store  was  so  enthusiastic  he  had  us 
believing  that  we’d  catch  hundreds  of 
ish.  We  mirrored  his  enthusiasm  as  we 
emerged  grinning  from  his  store  loaded 
down  with  fishing  line,  hooks,  anjl  lures 
of  outrageous  colors. 

“In  the  south  Pacific  on  a  sailboat  you 
should  troll  using  a  handline  at  least  300 
lb.  test.  If  you  don’t  catch  something  in 
30  minutes,  change  lures.”  His 
implication  was  that  we  would  catch 
something  before  we  thought  about 
changing. 

Our  enthusiasm  held,  and  we  were 
afraid  to  put  the  fishing  line  over  for  the 
first  24  hours  of  our  passage,  for  fear 
we’d  be  too  seasick  to  clean  all  the  giant 
fish  we  would  immediately  catch.  But 
then,  on  the  3rd  day,  we  felt  better  and 
over  went  the  line.  We  watched  with 
baited  breath  for  30  minutes.  What,  no 
fish  yet? 

It  was  the  10th  day  out  of  San  Diego, 
and  all  3'  crew  were  on  deck,  talking 
amiably  when  suddenly  snap!  went  the 
schock  cord  attached  to  the  line.  “Fishing 
quarters!  Fishing  quarters!”  was  the 
impassioned  cry.  The  line  was  brought  up 
to  the  stern  of  the  boat  and  lo  and  behold 
a  lare  wahoo!  —  four  feet  long! 
Excitement! 

The  skipper,  Virg,  gaffed  him  and  was 
about  to  haul  him  in  when  suddenly  he 
seemed  to  come  alive.  With  a  mighty  jerk 
of  his  head,  he  yanked  the  gaff  out  of 
Virg’s  hand,  bit  through  the  leader  and 
was  gone  .  .  .  with  our  only  gaff.  We 
turned  around  for  the  gaff  overboard,  but 
to  no  avail.  Disappointed  beyond  belief, 
we  nonetheless  got  out  another  lure  and 
threw  the  line  over  the  stern.  We  watched 
intently  until  other  responsibilities  took 
us  out  of  our  fish  fantasizing.  That 
evening  when  we  brought  the  line  in,  we 
found  another  lure  gone  and  the  leader 
chewed  through!  The  next  day  as  we 
were  pulling  in  the  line,  we  felt  a  tug  and 
with  growing  excitement  got  the  line  in 
only  to  find  a  3-foot  long,  very  skinny 
fish  with  quite  a  row  of  incisors.  Ugh!  We 
threw  him  back. 

When  we  made  landfall  in  Atuona, 
Hiva  Oa,  in  the  Marquesas,  we  caught  a 
small  barracuda  just  as  we  approached. 
This  was  our  first  success  and  we  were 
delighted.  But,  in  our  excitement  laying 
off  the  village  until  daylight,  we  neglected 
to  clean  him  before  it  was  too  late,  and 


his  stench  forced  us  to  throw  him  over. 
Immedidately  there  were  sharks  all 
around  the  boat,  helping  us  to  postpone 
swim  we  had  planned  to  take. 

While  we  were  anchored  at  Autona,  we 
met  an  interesting  young  Australian  single 
hander  whose  fish  storjes  held  us  a 
captive  audience.  He  had  sailed  from 
England  to  the  Panama  Canal,  making 
several  stops,  of  course,  but  without 
having  caught  one  fish.  He  had  used  all 
types  of  lures.  However,  on  his  passage 
from  Panama  to  the  Marquesas,  he  gave 


up  on  lures  and  used  flying  fish  for  bait, 
which  ALWAYS  got  him  a  fish,  and 
sometimes  much  bigger  ones  than  he 
wanted!  Even  when  he  only  used  a  piece 
of  tin  foil  on  a  hook,  he  caught  fish. 

“I  was  getting  so  darned  sick  offish,” 
those  big  mahi  mahi  would  bite  me 
before  I  could  get  them  killed.  I  saw  this 
big  mahi  mahi  coming  toward  my  hook, 
and  I  tried  to  get  my' hook  in  because  he 
was  too  big  for  me  to  handle.  But,  he  got 
the  hook  before  I  did  and  boom!  I  hac 
him.  I  left  him  in  the  water  hoping  he’c 
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Renaissance  in  Huahine,  looking  for  the  world  like  a  Westsail  ad.  We  don’t  know  if  the  Erwins  had 
anything  to  do  with  it,  but  just  before  they  left  Westsail  filed  for  bankruptcy.  Now  that  the 
Erwins  will  be  heading  back  to  Sausalito  this  month,  Westsail  has  finally  worked  it’s  way  out 
of  bankruptcy  under  new  ownership. 


get  away  because  he  was  to  big  to  fit  into 
my  cockpit.  But  he  didn’t  get  away  and  I 
needed  the  hook,  so  I  finally  hauled  him 
in.  I  didn’t  know  what  to  do  with  so 
much  fish,  and  after  I  ate  him  for 
breakfast,  lunch,  and  dinner,  I  had  to 
throw  the  rest  overboard.” 

While  Renaissance  was  in  the 
Marquesas  we  tried  to  catch  fish  every 
time  we  weighed  anchor,  only  to  lose 
lures.  Luckily  we  were  the  recipients  of 
several  gifts  of  fish,  delicious  wahoos, 
giant  chunks  of  yellowfin  tuna  and 
sometimes,  the  very  tasty  local  red  fish. 
These  gifts  only  served  to  wet  our  palates 
and  increase  our  fish  frenzy. 

We  heard  lots  of  other  fish  stories, 
some  of  which  were  true,  I  guess.  One 
motorsailor  caught  so  much  fish  on  their 
trip  from  Hawaii,  that  the  captain  felt 
impelled  to  give  us  all  sorts  of  advice. 
“Don’t  bring  in  your  line  at  night,”  he 
said,  “fish  feed  at  dawn.  Use  a  weight  to 
keep  the  lure  down.”  Then  he  hinted  that 
our  problem  must  be  that  we  were  down 
to  only  two  people  on  the  boat.  “You’ve 
got  to  have  lots  of  hands  to  bring  in  those 
big  guys.”  We  thought  of  our  friend  Mike, 
the  single  hander,  and  had  to  wonder 
about  the  fellow’s  remarks.  He  had  also 
told  us  to  pull  the  fish  aboard 
immediately,  and  not  to  hesitate,  because 
if  the  fish  sees  you,  it  goes  berserk.  Then 
it  starts  to  fight.  Others  had  told  us  to 
leave  the  big  fish  in  the  water  until  it 
wore  itself  out. 

After  trolling  all  the  way  from  the 
Marquesas  to  Tahiti  without  cathing  one 
fish,  only  losing  lures  (some  to  big  fish 
and  some  to  a  sticky-fingered  child  in 
Rangiroa),  our  interest  in  deep  sea  fishing 
waned.  We  looked  longingly  at  the  big 
mahi  mahi  and  bonita  that  came  in  daily 
on  the  fishing  boats  in  Papeete.  “Well”, 
we  said,  “There  are  fish  in  the  sea.” 

To  make  matters  worse,  we  recalled 
vividly  a  short  cruise  we’d  made  earlier 
from  San  Francisco  to  Channel  Islands 
off  Santa  Barbara.  A  couple  had  joined  us 
and  the  wife,  a  good  friend,  was  fishing 
for  the  first  time.  She  had  a  Dole  off  our 
stern.  On  her  line  her  husband  had 
attached  3  lures,  and  on  her  first  cast, 
she’d  brought  up  3  fish!  Thus,  we  knew 
the  boat  itself  wasn’t  jinxed.  Also,  our 
crew  member,  Paul,  had  been  successful 
at  spearing  fish  UNDER  the  boat. 

Our  interest  in  fishing  revived  when  in 
Moorea,  we  were  introduced  to  the 


delicacy  of  octopus.  An  acquaintance  had 
speared  a  large  one,  with  tentacles  about 
4  feet  long.  Before  he  could  spear  it,  he 
had  to  stop  it,  which  he  managed  by 
grabbing  one  tentacle  and  allowing  the 
octopus  to  wrap  itself  around  his 
forearm!  After  killing  this  creature,  Virg 
assisted  the  fellow  in  beating  the  octopus 
against  a  tree  to  tenderize  it.  It  was 
pressure  cooked  for  about  20  minutes 
and  served  with  a  tartar  sauce.  Delicious! 
We  tried  “catching”  octopus  at  feeding 
time  (twilight  and  dawn)  near  the  reef 
several  times,  but  so  far  to  no  avail. 

In  Huahine  we  received  a  gift  of  fresh 
wahoo,  caught  by  some  sailing 
acquaintance  just  as  they  had  approached 
the  pass.  Thus,  when  we  sailed  on  to  Bora 
Bora  our  enthusiasm  returned,  and  we 
trailed  a  beautiful  new  white  and  yellow 
lure,  a  perfect  match  to  the  one  that 
caught  the  wahoo.  We  kept  looking  back 
at  it  with  hope  right  until  the  moment,we 
dropped  anchor.  While  comforting  our¬ 
selves  with  a  sundown  cocktail,  we  gazed 
off  our  stern  into  the  crystal  clear  water 
of  our  own  tropical  aquarium.  We  saw  a 
beautiful  coral  garden  with  fish  of  every 
color. 

Suddenly,  we  noticed  a  very  large 
barracuda  lurking  there,  too.  He  was  at 
least  3  feet  long.  He  mouth  was  open  as  if 
in  a  smirk,  as  he  showed  us  his  many 
canine  teeth.  A  small  blue  wrassle  fish 


was  swimming  in  and  out  of  his  mouth, 
cleaning  his  teeth!  This  was  too  much! 
Over  went  the  fish  line  with  the  lure 
attached. 

We  watched  expectantly  for  an  hour, 
as  “Barry  the  Barracuda  from  Bora  Bora” 
stared  at  the  lure.  It  didn’t  even  rate  a 
sniff,  and  he  continued  with  his  evening 
rituals. 

We  noticed  Barry  was  still  below  the 
next  morning,  and  barracuda  fever 
prevailed  all  day  with  visions  of  “poisson 
cru”.  However,  as  Virg  said, “Barry  didn’t 
get  that  big  by  being  dumb.” 

Barracuda  fever  was  contagious,  and 
everyone  who  stood  on  the  dock  near  our 
boat  eyed  him  gluttonously,  and  ran  to 
get  their  fishing  lines.  One  fellow  fished 
for  Barry  for  several  days  using  raw  fish 
for  bait  and  finally  caught  a  huge  moray 
eel  (5  feet).  Later  that  night,  while  the 
moray"  was  hanging  dead  in  the  water,  a 
12  foot  shark  glided  by  and  chomped  off 
half. 

Now  Bora  Bora  is  miles  behind  us,  and 
only  one  long  passage  separates  us  from 
the  reality  of  returning  home.  Fishing 
frenzy  still  attacks,  and  thinking  of  the 
number  of  lures  we’ve  bought  reminds  us 
of  the  salesman  in  that  fishing  tackle 
store.  Perhaps  we  ought  to  give  up  fish 
fantasizing,  and  get  a  franchise  in  a  tackle 
shop. 

—  Pam  Erwin 
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CRUISING  WITH  KIDS 


Cruising  with  your  kids?  How  do  you 
maintain  your  sanity?”  I’ve  been  asked. 
The  answer  is,  I  don’t. 

“Racing  with  your  kids?  You  must  be 
crazy!”  It’s  true,  I  am. 

But  I  am  prepared  to  offer  you  a  few 
tid  bits  on  how  to  survive  sailing  with 
your  children: 

1. )  You  can  bind  and  gag  them  and 
stow  them  in  the  bow. 

2. )  You  can  tow  them  fifty  feet 
behind  you  in  a  leaky  dinghy. 

3. )  Or  you  can  move  the  cocktail  hour 
up  to  9  am.  and  ignore  them  competely. 

There  now,  hope  those  little 
suggestions  prove  helpful. 

To  tell  the  truth  I  have  tried  every  way 
I  can  think  of  to  discourage  them  from 
coming  them  along.  I  have  tried  to  bribe 
them  with  a  trip  to  Disneyworld,  but  the 
airlines  refused  to  accept  a  four  and  six- 
year  old  traveling  alone.  I’ve  told  them 


it’s  dangerous  for  little  children  to  be  out 
on  the  big,  treacherous  ocean,  but  what 
can  you  tell  a  kid  who’s  hero  is  the  Man 
From  Atlantis? 

Whenever  I  say  we’re  going  sailing,  my 
son  cries  in  agony  that  he  will  miss  the 
Big  Blue  Marble  on  TV  and  my  daughter 
says  with  tears  rolling  down  herfcheeks 
that  we  can’t  go  until  she  finds  her  Baby 
Spitty-up  Doll’s  underpants. 

However,  if  I  dare  to  hire  a  sitter  and 
leave  the  little  darlings  at  home,'  I  hear 
“Why  don’t  you  ever  take  us  to  the  Ucok 
Plug?  (Yacht  Club  to  a  4  year-old.)  Or, 
“You  promised  to  teach  me  how  to  fish 
this  time,  ”  clutching  his  plastic  Fisher 
Price  fishing  pole,  complete  with  plastic 
fish. 

Whenever  I  venture  off  on  a  trip  with 
children,  I  am  very  organized  in  the  way  I. 
prepare.  I  always  pack  the  night  before 
because  in  the  morning  I  can  never 
remember  how  many  kids  I  have. 

I  always  make  a  list,  when  I  can  find  a 
pencil.  Many  of  my  lists  were  written 
with  eyebrow  pencil  until  my  daughter 
discovered  it.  Lately  I’ve  had  to  squint  at 
words  written  in  pale  orange  with  a  carrot 
stick. 

I  also  make  a  list  of  things  for  my 
husband  to  do  because  he  usually  can’t 
think  of  anything  useful  toward  our  goal 
—  getting  everything  and  everybody  to 
the  boat.  He  will  busy  himself  with  some¬ 
thing  appropriate  like  pulling  weeds  or 
putting  algaecide  in  the  water  bed  unless  I 
write  down  for  him: 

1. )  Pack  your  underwear. 

2. )  Take  the  Christmas  tree  out  of  the 
stationwagon. 

3. )  Find  Baby  Spitty-up’s  underpants. 

And  when  we  finally  do  get  it  all 

together,  we  look  like  a  band  of  gypsies 
traveling  around  the  world.  We  must  take 
along:  assorted  books,  cassettes;  toys, 
games,  weapons,  super-hero  figures,  and 
crayons,  which  usually  occupy  the 
children  for  the  first  five  minutes  of  the 
automobile  trip.  They  never  touch  the 
stuff  once  we  load  it  all  in  the  boat. 

A  wagon.  (We  never  had  the  good 
fortune  to  locate  a  dock  cart.) 


\ 

A  wardrobe  of  appropriate  clothing; 
bathing  suits  (in  case  it’s  warm),  wool 
sweathers  (in  case  it’s  cold),  windbreakers 
(in  case  it’s  windy),  foul  weather  gear  (in 
case  it  rains),  visors  (in  case  it’s  sunny), 
watch  caps  (in  case  it’s  cloudy). 

And  miscellaneous  gear  —  hotplate  and 
TV  for  the  likelyhood  that  we  might  have 
shore  power,  butane  stove  and  coleman 
lantern  in  case  we  don’t;  boat  wax  and 
teak  oil  in  case  we  are  in  the  mood  for 
maintenance;  paperback  novels  and 
bloody  mary  mix  in  case  we’re  not.  Then 
there’s  always  towels,  pillows,  and 
sleeping  bags. 

“Why  don’t  you  just  leave  all  that 
stuff  on  the  boat?”  you  may  well  ask.  We 
would,  except  that  we  need  some  if  it  for 
the  cub  scout  camping  trips,  and  some  of 
it  for  whenever  there’s  a  rain  storm  and 
the  electricity  goes  off  at  home.  (I  believe 
PG&E  has  wired  our  neighborhood  with 
polyester  thread  strung  between 
toothpicks  . . .  but  that’s  another  story.) 

The  MAIN  reason  we  can’t  leave  it  all 
on  the  boat  is  that  sandwiched  handily  in 
between  each  pruise  is  a  race.  If  we  left  all 
that  gear  aboard  we: 

1. )  Would  never  be  able  to  find  our 
spinnaker  pole. 

2. )  Might  be  accused  of  carrying 
moveable  ballast. 

3. )  Would  weigh  an  extra  2,000 
pounds  that  our  handicap  doesn’t  cover. 

Even  when  we  are  just  cruising,  I  have 
been  accused  of  stowing  all  the  pork  and 
beans  in  just  the  wrong  spot,  balance- 
wise.  Men  are  so  picky  about  “fore  and 
aft  trim“  and  “angle  of  heel”.  Big  Deal. 
We’re  only  going  over  to  Angel  Island.  Do 
we  have  to  try  and  beat  every  boat 
between  here  and  there?  Of  course  we  do. 

But  back  to  the  subject  of  sailing  with 
kids.  You  really  haven’t  experienced  rage 
until  you’re  racing  hard  on  the  wind  on  a 
port  tack  carrying  your  150  genoa,  crew 
hugging  the  rail  and  you  hear 
“STARBOARD!”.  Only  after  much 
panicky  scrambling  back  into  the  cockpit 
and  preparing  to  come  about,  you  realize 
it  was  your  smart  aleck  kid  in  the  cabin 
doing  the  yelling. 


You  haven’t  experienced  terror  until 
you’re  surfing  downwind  at  eight  knots 
and  you  glance  around  to  see  Junior 
practically  handing  by  his  toes  from  the 
lifeline  in  an  attempt  to  see  the  rudder. 

You  haven’t  experienced  indignation 
until  you’ve  attempted  to  wash  chocolate 
milk  out  of  your  brand  new  reefable  jib. 

But  sailing  with  children  does  have  its 
brighter  moments.  I’ll  think  of  some  in  a 
minute. 

Actually  children  can  be  quite  a  help 
on  the  boat.  They’ll  do  things  they 
wouldn’t  dream  of  doing  at  home,  like 
drying  the  dishes  or  waxing  the  winches 
—  for  a  minute  or  two  at  least. 

They  will  very  thoughtfully  gobble  up 
three-quarters  of  the  hors  d’ouvers  in 
order  that  you  may  stay  on  your  diet. 


They  can  be  so  cute  clomping  around 
in  your  big  sailing  boots,  or  hiding  the 
unfinished  portion  of  their  peanut  butter 
sandwich  in  them. 

Ingenious  too,  rigging  up  a  slide  from 
the  bow  berth  using  the  cockpit  cushions, 
or  drawing  submarines  in  feltpen  all  over 
your  charts.  Clever  little  rascals. 

But  their  company  aboard  beats  some 
alternatives,  for  instance  dogs,  which 
must  be  transported  ashore  frequently  to 
“do  their  duty”.  Kids  will  quite 
independently  make  use  of  the  head  and 
pump  it  out  noisily  just  as  the  Harbor 
Master  strolls  by,  in  an  area  prominently 
marked  “No  Discharge.” 

Kids  on  the  boat  can  be  a  million 
laughs.  It’s  so  jolly  to  find  one  of  them 
peering  earnestly  into  the  bilge  holding  an 


empty  Cracker  Jack  box. 

It’s  a  regular  riot  to  hear  them  sing  the 
22nd  chorus  of  “The  Wheels  on  the  Bus 
Go  Round  and  Round.  .  .,  The  driver  on 
the  bus  goes  .  .  .  the  snake  on  the  bus 
goes  .  .  ,<the  baby  on  the  bus  goes  .  .  .  ” 
etc.,  etc.,  ad  nausuem.  I  will  personally 
maime  anybody  who  shall  ever  be  so 
inconsiderate  as  to  teach  my  children 
“One  Hundred  Bottles  of  Beer  on  the 
Wall”. 

And,  it’s  very  amusing  when  you 
finally  finish  recaulking  all  the  stanchions 
and  find  the  kids  playing  catch  with  your 
very  last  can  of  Coors. 

My  heartiest  advice  would  be, 
whenever  you  sail  with  children,  be  sure 
to  bring  along  one  important  thing:  you 
sense  of  humor.  —  Sue  Rowley 


page  57 


LITTLE  BOAT. 


fl  guy  could  get  killed  sailing  a 
20-foot  sailboat  from  Vancouver  to  San 
Francisco  in  the  early  Spring.  A  guy 
could  also  get  killed  right  there  on  the 
dock.  It  was  Canadian  Bruce  Read  who 
taught  us  all  this  good  stuff. 

Bruce  and  Barbara  Read  had  moved 
themselves  and  their  boat  from  Toronto 
to  Vancouver  last  August.  Bruce  had 
done  quite  a  bit  of  sailing;  the  English 
Channel,  the  Mediterranean,  and  had 
owned  a  Quarter  Tonner  on  the 
sometimes  squally  Lake  Ontario.  But  for 
all  that  sailing,  the  one  thing  Bruce  really 
wanted  to  do  was  make  a  long  ocean 
passage.  So,  even  if  it  wasn’t  the  right 
time  of  year,  and  even  though  he  didn’t 
have  a  ‘perfect’  cruising  boat,  he  and 
Barbara  decided  just  to  go  ahead  and 
do  it. 

A  communications  consultant,  Bruce 
was  short  on  time  and  had  to  pass  on 
thoughts  of  sailing  to  Hawaii.  He  decided 
that  a  run  from  Vancouver  to  San 
Francisco  would  whet  his  appetite  for 
longer  future  cruises.  It  did.  The  passage, 


like  almost  every  passage,  also  proved  to 
be  a  valuable  learning  experience. 

The  Read’s  boat,  a  Nordica  20,  proved 
rather  confining  at  dockside  where  there 
is  a  natural  inclination  for  more  creature 
comforts.  Nevertheless,  the  small  boat 
proved  quite  suitable  for  the  passage, 
despite  the  squalls,  storms  and  one  full 
gale. 

Setting  out  from  Cape  Flattery,  the 
Reads  made  their  first  stop  at  Crescent 
City.  As  expected,  it  was  rather  cold,  the 
squalls  were  annoying,  and  the  sighting  of 
numerous  huge  logs  100  miles  offshore 
was  disconcerting.  Nevertheless-  things 
went  well. 

The  Nordica  20,  a  full-keel 
double-ender,  was  equipped  with  twin 
genoas  hanked  on  the  forestay  in  a 
staggered  fashion.  This  was  done  on  the 
advice  of  sailmaker  Ken  Langford  who 
used  the  same  system  while  sailing  a 
Freya  around  the  world.  This  system 
provided  a  lower  center  of  gravity  than 
the  common  ‘running  twins’,  and 
comined  with  the  Nordica  20’s  full  keel 
resulted  in  minimal  rolling  at  sea.  A  QME 


windvane  was  installed  on  the  stern  —  a 
difficult  thing  to  do  with  a  double-ender, 
and  the  Read’s  found  its  performance 
unsatisfactory  upwind  and  simply 
hopeless  downwind.  The  Auto-Helm  by 
Nautec  proved  invaluable  and  sailed  the 
Boat  most  of  the  time  while  drawing  just 
14  amp  per  hour. 

Oddly  enough,  this  20-foot  double- 
ender  sometimes  displayed  better 
performance  on  the  ocean  than  did 
Bruce’s  Quarter  Tonner  on  Lake  Ontario. 
Despite  its  full  bow,  the  Nordica’s 
bottom  is  very  flat  and  allowed  the  boat 
to  easily  surf  at  up  to  8  knots,  and  even 
pinned  the  knotmeter  once  at  10  knots. 
Naturally  such  speeds  aren’t  the  most 
comfortable  on  a  long  passage,  and  the 
best  day’s  run  turned  out  to  be  1 1  3  miles 
or  an  average  of  about  5  knots.  Even  with 
reliable,  hand  starting  single  cylinder 
inboard  Vire  engine  the  boat  would  move 
easily  at  five  knots. 

The  Reads  equipped  their  boat  with  a 
liferaft,  an  EPIRB,  and  a  survival  pack; 
but  it  was  off  Crescent  City  that  they 
discovered  that  a  VHF  radio  would  have 
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Bruce  and  Barbara  Read  on  their  Nordica  20  in  Alameda 


BIG  ADVENTURE 


been  an  excellent  investment.  About  30 
miles  south  of  Crescent  City  they  picked 
up  a  weather  report  that  predicted  a 
strong  southerly.  Since  most  previous 
reports  had  been  inaccurate,  they  ignored 
it.  For  a  day  they  decided  to  buck  the 
strong  winds  and  high  seas.  Finally  they 
became  convinced  that  the  storm  was  for 
real  and  rode  with  it  toward  the  reef 
shrouded  Crescent  City  entrance.  That 
city  has  two  sets  of  range  lights  -  an 
inner  and  outer  set.  In  the  darkness  with 
the  sails  struck  they  motored  past  the 
outer  set  that  had  been  knocked  out 
three  days  earlier  in  a  storm.  Before  they 
realized  what  had  happened  they  were 
among  the  rocks  and  had  caught  their 
prop  in  a  lobster  trap. 

Several  flares  were  fired  which  were 
immediately  seen  from  the  highway  along 
the  coast.  They  raised  the  main  and 
Barbara  used  a  spotlight  to  try  and  work 
the  boat  out  of  the  perilous  maze  of 
rocks.  Fortunately  the  Coast  Guard 
showed  up,  and  although  they  could  not 
reach  the  little  sailboat,  tremendous 
magnesium  flares  were  fired  from  deck 
guns.  Night  became  like  day,  and  the 
Reads  sailed  out  to  the  Coast  Guard 
vessel  where  they  were  taken  in  tow.  A 
VHF  radio,  it  was  decided,  would  have 
prevented  this  scrap  with  potential 
disaster. 

The  trip  got  increasingly  rough  as  they 
continued  further  south.  After  3  days  of 
constant  15  to  20  knot  winds,  they  were 
suddenly  hit  by  what  the  Coast  Guard 
labled  a  full  gale.  For  awhile  they  tried  to 
sail  with  it  toward  Fort  Bragg.  Several 
times  they  were  knocked  down  and  twice 
Bruce  was  catapulted  from  the  cockpit 
into  the  raging  waters.  The  first  time  he 
was  able  to  grab  the  lifeline  and  pull 
himself  back  aboard,  the  second  time  he 
had  to  drag  himself  back  to  the  boat  with 
the  safety  harness  he  had  attached  to  the 
mast.  After  two  trips  into  the  drink, 
Bruce  decided  it  might  be  worth  trying  to 
hove  to.  It  was,  as  the  boat  rode  out  the 
storm  in  relative  comfort  and  no  danger. 
In  ten  hours  they  drifted  with  the  gale  to 
just  off  Fort  Bragg.  It  was  a  rather 
startling  way  to  learn  that  it’s  better  to 
hove  to  with  the  storm  than  fight  it,  but 
it’s  a  lesson  Bruce  says  he’s  sure  to 
remember. 

Despite  the  incidents  the  trip  provided 
a  good  training  run  for  the  Reads  who  are 
planning  longer  future  cruises. 


After  arriving  in  Alameda  Bruce  also 
taught  us  that  you  have  to  be  careful 
around  boats  even  at  the  dock.  We 
hoisted  him  to  the  top  of  the  mast  —  at 
which  time  the  rope-to-wire  splice 
exploded  in  our  hands.  Only  a  sudden 


death  grip  at  the  top  of  the  mast 
prevented  Bruce  from  free-falling  on  our 
tender  little  bodies.  It  could  have  been 
nasty,  but  it  wasn’t  —  and  that’s  why 
Bruce  and  Barbara  are  rarin’  to  go  again. 

—  Latitude  38 
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SIGHTINGS 


dedicated  to  suzane  ritchie 


Thirteen  boats  entered  the  Sausalito  Cruising  Club’s  Lorelei  Race  for 
women.  They  raced  under  cloudy  skies  and  moderate  winds.  The  1 :00 
PM  start  was  dominated  by  Rosemary  Marshall  on  her  Newport  30, 
“Roquefort”,  and  she  never-  lost  the  lead  during  the  12.5  mile  race 
around  Knox,  Yellow  Bluff,  No.  8,  Harding  Rock,  back  to  No.  8,  and 
finish. 


Rosemary  finished  10  minutes  ahead  of  the  second  boat,  a  Knarr, 
“Shaman  III’  skippered  by  Ann  Shellabarger  who  did  a  splendid  job  for 
not  flying  a  spinnaker.  Carol  Jesmore  steered  her  Ariel,  “Rustel” 
to  third  place. 

The  cloudy  skies  cried  by  4:00  hampering  the  finish  for  the  last  few 
boats.  Poor  visability  and  an  increasing  flood  tide  brought  the  last  boat 
in  a  5:34,  one  hour  behind  “Roquefort”. 

Order  of  finish:  Rosemary  Marshall,  Ann  Shellabarger,  Carol 
Jesmore,  Shary  Irwin,  Carol  Horan,  Kristina  Van  Braeda  Kouff,  Joan 
Burns,  Sallie  Rowe,  Carol  Falk,  Carolyn  Hufft. 

Next  year  let’s  have  double  the  number  of  boats  entered.  This  is  a 
great  opportunity  for  female  sailors,  (experienced  or  not,  to  compete  for 
one  of  the  most  coveted  trophies. 

—  Dianne  Chute 


is  that  skip  allan  in 


powder  puff  sailing 

On  Sunday,  April  2,  the  women  of  Coyote  Point  Yacht  Club  held 
their  eighth  annual  Spring  Powder  Puff  Regatta.  Nine  ladies  persuaded 
or  coerced  the  gentlemen  to  let  loose  of  their  prized  possessions  for  the 
day.  The  boats  ranged  from  a  Swan  44  to  a  Ranger  23. 

In  past  Powder  Puff  Regattas  the  entries  were  divided  into  two 
divisions.  “A”  Division  consisted  of  boats  with  women  skippers  and  all¬ 
women  crews.  "B”  Division  specified  women  skippers  and  all-women 
crews  with  one  man  allowed  aboard  for  safety  or  to  pour  wine. 

This  year’s  winners  were  Ree  Zaphiropoulos  skippering  the  Swan  44, 
“Papou”,  to  first  in  Division  “A”,  and  Peggy  Slater  who  bested  the 
remainder  of  “A”  fleet  for  second  in  her  Catalina  27,  “Peggy”.  The  “B” 
Division  was  won  by  Sally  Hess  in  “Galatea”,  and  Ericson  29. 

Next  on  the  women’s  racing  schedule  at  Coyote  Point  is  the  Fall 
Powder  Puff  to  be  held  October  22  and  their  annual  women’s 
Invitational  Regatta  scheduled  for  November  4.  For  further 
information  on  the  invitation  race,  contact  Nancy  Campbell,  at  the 
Coyote  Point  YC,  1  820  Coyote  Point  Drive,  San  Mateo,  94401 . 

-  from  the  Coyote  Point  Yacht  Club 


A  few  weeks  ago  we  received  a  copy  of 
a  neat  little  book  on  sailing  for  “children 
of  all  ages”.  We  loved  the  drawings,  they 
reminded  us  of  the  little  events  that 
happen  when  you  leisurely  cruise  around 
the  Channel  Islands.  We  liked  the  book 
and  apparently  so  do  a  lot  of  people,  it’s 
already  in  it’s  second  printing.  The 
following  is  the  cover  letter  that  Skip 
Allan  sent  with  it,  we  thought  you  might 
find  in  interesting. 


Latitude  38, 

May  I  introduce  'you  to  Marta  Ogil vie, 
my  first  mate  aboard  “Wildflower”? 
Marta  has  recently  completed  a  rather 
unique  book:  “Sailing  on  Firefly”,  a 
children’s  book  that  is  fun  for  all  ages. 


SIGHTINGS 


Perhaps  inspired  by  two  cruises  we  took 
down  the  coast  to  the  Channel  Islands, 
“Sailing  on  Firefly”  is  a/Story  filled  with 
the  wonder  of  it  all. 

There  are  no  crisises  or  shipwrecks, 
just  Marta’s  delightful  drawings.  Tho 
some  say  the  turtle  and  the  bear  strike  a 
resemblance  to  the  skipper  and  the  mate 
of  “Wildflower”,  in  fact  the  two 
characters  come  from  childhood  stories 
told  by  Marta’s  father  many  years* ago. 

I’ve  watched  this  book  take  shape 
from  Marta’s  initial  sketches  as  we  lay 
anchored  at  Santa  Cruz  Island.  It  is  truly 
an  act  of  love.  She’s  done  the  whole  thing 
including  the  design,  layout,  publishing, 
and  distribution.  I  tell  you,  this  is  one 
determined  lady! 

Skip  Allan 


this  is  for  yacht  clubs 

If  you  are  on  the  membership  committee  of  a  yacht  club,  you  might 
be  interested  in  the  following  letter  we  received  from  Kathy  Siegel  and 
Steve  Wolf  of  San  Francisco: 

“Your  March  article  on  the  PHRF  was  intriguing,  we  didn’t  realize  it 
could  be  that  simple  and  inexpensive  to  get  into  racing.  Our  problem  is 
that  we  don  t  belong  to  a  yacht  club  and  don’t  really  know  anyone  to 
introduce  us  to  a  club  that  would  meet  our  interests  and  budget. 

Here’s  a  suggestion  for  a  future  article:  A  review  of  all  the  yacht 
clubs  on  the  bay  -  summarizing  their  facilities,  cost,  orientation,  and 
attitude.  We’d  appreciate  your  help  as  we’d  like  to  race  this  summer.” 

The  way  we  see  it  at  Latitude  38,  yacht  club  memberships  are  a 
peculiar  sort  of  problem.  People  new  to  sailing  or  people  who  just  want 
to  start  racing  and  need  to  join  a  yacht  club  often  view  them  as 
formidable  institutions  -  after  all  they  all  say  “members  only”  at  the 
gates  —  and  just  don’t  know  how  to  apply  for  membership.  At  least 
that’s  the  way  we’ve  always  viewed  them. 

On  the  other  hand,  yacht  clubs  always  seem  like  they  are  looking  for 
new  members,  particularly  those  who  are  willing  to  race  under  the 
club’s  burgee? 

So  how  the  hell  do  these  groups  who  seem  to  want  each  other  get 
together?  We  frankly  don’t  know,  but  there  ought  to  be  some  way. 

While  we  like  Kathy  and  Steve’s  idea  of  doing  an  article  on  all  the 
yacht  clubs  on  the  bay,  there  are  so  many  it  would  take  up  an  entire 
issue.  Besides,  when  we  got  around  to  describing  the  “attitudes”  at 
various  clubs  we  know  we’d  be  asking  for  trouble. 

But  here’s  our  offer.  If  your  yacht  club  would  like  to  write  a  brief, 
and  really  quite  brief,  piece  on  your  club  and  how  people  can  join, 
please  send  it  to  us  and  we’ll  be  happy  to  publish  it.  There  are  clubs  out 
there  looking  for  new  members,  and  their  are  potential  members 
looking  for  clubs  -  we’d  like  to  help  the  two  of  you  get  together. 

colin  archer  all  wet 

The  second  annual  Colin  Archer  Memorial  Race  was  recently  held  in 
pouring  rain,  but  despite  the  weather  even  more  boats  showed  up  than 
last  year.  The  Colin  Archer  race  is  for  double-enders  and  featured  7 
Mariah  31s,  6  Traveller  32s,  4  Rafikis,  3  Westsails,  and  others. 

The  course  for  the  race  was  slightly  different  from  last  year  when 
the  finishes  in  all  classes  were  unbelievably  close  (we  still  don’t  believe 
them).  The  race  started  off  Alameda,  went  out  around  Bonita,  through 
Raccoon  Straits  and  back  to  Alameda.  First  Overall  and  winner  of  the 
Mayor  of  Alameda’s  Trophy  was  Rick  Oliveira  in  Horizons,  a  Traveller 
32. 

Division  I  was  won  by  Bill  Rickman  in  a  25-foot  Spitzgatter, 
Division  II  went  to  overall  winner  Rick  Oliveira;  Division  III  to  Don 
Carlson  in  Pyrrhic  Victory,  a  Rafiki  37.  Even  with  the  sloppy  seas  and 
wet  weather  everyone  enjoyed  the  race  and  the  well-attended  party 
after  the  race.  Look  for  the  Colin  Archer  to  be  even  bigger  next  year. 

x-rated  boats 

Wouldn’t  you  know  they  started  in  Santa  Cruz?  Ultra  lights  like  the 
Santa  Cruz  27,  Moore  24,  Santana  525  and  J -24  have  long  played  havoc 
with  handicapping  systems.  This,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  the  boats 
don’t  meet  minimum  displacement  and  ballast  requirements  led 
sailors  with  these  boats  to  petition  the  Handicap  Divisions  Association. 

Not  knowing  exactly  what  to  do  with  them,  the  HDA  came  up  with 
an  interim  solution  of  giving  them  their  own  division  -  “X” 
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SIGHTINGS 


The  man  pictured  here  is  Barclay  Warburton  III,  which  explains  why 
he  threw  his  cigarette  away  before  being  photographed.  Barclay  was 
recently  out  west  to  promote  the  upcoming  Pacific  International  Sail 
Training  Races  —  a  kind  of  “Tall  Ships  West’,  which  is  being  sponsored 
by  the  American  Sail  Training  Association. 

Barclay  is  an  old  hand  at  this  business  which  started  in  England  in 
1956  as  the  Sail  Training  Association  and  has  taken  Europe  by  storm 
ever  since.  Barclay  took  his  Brigatine,  Black  Pearl,  to  the  1972  event  in 
England  which  featured  vessels  from  21  countries  and  over  2,500  cadets 
and  trainees.  So  impressed  was  he,  that  on  his  return  to  the  States, 
Warburton  organized  the  American  Sailing  Training  Association.  The 
first  ASTA  event  was  attended  by  8  vessels;  this  year  there  will  be  over 
45  participating  in  a  similar  east  coast  event. 

Two  classes  of  boats  can  participate  in  ASTA  events.  Class  A 
features  the  glamor  boats,  the  square-riggers  and  such  from  150  tons 
Thames  to  over  500  tons.  Class  B  is  for  boats  30  feet  and  over  and*, 
naturally  comprises  a  majority  of  vessels  involved. 

The  purpose  of  ASTA  events  is  two-fold.  The  first  is  to  promote 
sail  training  as  an  “educational  and  character  building  experience”  for 
cadets  and  trainees  —  all  of  whom  must  be  between  16  and  25  and' 
comprise  over  half  of  each  vessel’s  crew.  Cadets  are  generally  those 
folks  heading  for  careers  in  the  Coast  Guard  or  merchant  marine; 
trainees  are  any  youngsters  looking  for  a  “taste  of  the  sea”.  How  does 
your  youngster  go  about  getting  a  taste  of  the  sea  on  these  boats? 
Barclay  didn’t  have  that  information  available  at  the  time  we  spoke  to 
him,  but  it  should  be  available  soon  through  the  local  committee.  The 
second  purpose  of  sail  training  is  to  promote  international  relations  — 
since  cadets  and  trainees  are  men  and  women  between  16  and  25 
all  kinds  of  relations  develop  quite  naturally. 

This  year’s  event  is  the  first  ever  on  the  west  coast,  and  if  the  truth 
be  known  is  a  bit  of  a  last-minute  put  together.  It  was  done  at  the 
request  of  the  Captain  Cook  Bi-Centennial  Committee  in  Canada;  the 
CCBC  asked  the  ASTA  to  put  together  a  Tall  Ship’s  Race’  to  go  along 
with  all  the  hoopla  up  north.  The  ASTA  did  the  best  they  could  on 
such  short  notice.  The  race  begins  in  Hawaii  on  June  24th  and  travels  to 
Victoria,  Vancouver,  Seattle,  and  San  Francisco  before  terminating  in 
Long  Beach. 

Since  these  events  normally  take  years  to  coordinate,  readers  should 
not  expect  a  event  of  the  ASTA/OpSail  proportions  that  knocked 
everyone  silly  in  1976.  Barclay  is  hoping  for  as  many  as  eight  Class  A 
boats,  but  right  now  sees  only  four  as  definite.  As  we  remember  them, 
they  are:  The  Miranda  from  Uraguay,  the  Guyas  from  Ecuador,  the 
Osprey  which  is  a  private  Japanese  vessel  owned  by  an  Englishman, 
and  Eagle,  the  Coast  Guard  Training  Vessel. 

It  is  expected  that  there  will  also  be  a  large  number  of  Class  B  boats 
to  accompany  the  bigger  vessels.  Barclay  mentioned  two.  One  is 
Cornelius  Vanderstam’s  99-foot  motorsailor,  a  vessel  which  has  gone  to 
Europe  for  10  STA  events.  Another  Class  B  hopeful  is  Adventurous  out 
of  Seattle,  hoping  to  make  the  race  with  an  all-female  crew  and  a  large 
armada  of  girl  scouts.  Of  course,  everybody  needs  money,  and  the 
Adventurous  girls  are  trying  to  hustle  up  $10,000  necessary  to 
participate.  Warburton  made  the  observation  that  European  boats  have 
little  or  no  difficultly  getting  sponsorships  from  corporations.  In 
America  things  are  a  little  different.  Corporations  are  much  more 
willing  to  put  up  prize  money,  and  if  they  sponsor  things  at  all,  they 
want  to  know  what  chances  ‘their’  boat  has  of  winning.  Winning  may 
be  the  goal  of  the  business  sector,  participation  if  the  goal  of  the  ASTA. 

Look  for  the  Tall  Ships  during  the  early  to  middle  part  of  August.  In 
the  meantime,  Latitude  38  will  see  if  we  can  find  out  how  you  go  about 
getting  your  youngster  on  one  of  these  ships. 


crime  prevention 


Read  your  April  Issue  article  on  “Steal 
to  Order”  operations  in  Sausalito.  It 
happened  to  me  in  February  of  this  year. 
Main  sail;  main  sheets,  cover,  3  halyards 
plus  blocks  and  snapshackles. 

The  article  sounded  like  you  had  a  fix 
on  this  thieving  S.O.B.!  I’m  a  Sicilian 
sailor  from  Sausalito  and  I  know  certain 
crime  prevention  steps  that  can  be  taken, 
if  you  know  the  whereabouts  of  this 
individual.  -The  Avenger! 

Avenger  —  We  make  it  our  business 
not  to  ask  for  names  specifically  for  the 
purpose  of  not  being  an  accessory  to  any 
Sicilian  crime  prevention  techniques.  He 
knows  who  he  is,  and  he  knows  he 
probably  ought  to  leave. 


SIGHTINGS 


the  coast  is  clear 

Are  you  aware  there  is  a  large  marina 
going  in  at  Pillar  Point  Harbor  at  Half 
Moon  Bay?  We  weren’t,  but  then  we 
don’t  get  around  much.  According  to 
Burt  Babkes  there  will  be  several  hundred 
berths  going  in  very  shortly,  a  couple  of 
hundred  for  commercial  boats  and  a 
couple  of  hundred  for  recreational  boats. 
Apparently  the  project  was  slated  for 
1500  hundred  berths  initially,  but  that 
got  drastically  reduced. 

But  who  wants  to  sail  out  of  Half 
Moon  Bay?  Lots  of  sailors  no  doubt,  as 
all  the  alloted  berths  have  already  been 
spoken  for.  We  haven’t  done  much 
sailing  off  Half  Moon  Bay,  but  it’s 
reported  to  be  just  great. 

Anyway,  Burt  Babkes  and  John  Powell 
would  like  to  see  if  there  is  any  interest  in 
forming  a  sailing  group  -  perhaps  a  yacht 
club  —  for  people  with  boats  on  the  San 
Mateo  county.  If  you’re  interested  in 
sailing  at  all,  racing  or  cruising  —  and  even 
if  you  don’t  have  a  boat  —  Burt  and  John 
would  like  to  discuss  the  concept  of  an 
active  sailing  group  with  you. 

Call  Burt  Babkes  at  728-5021  or  John 
Powell  at  728-5761. 


sign  of  the  times 

According  to  the  ruling  of  Judge 
William  Schwarzer  in  San  Francisco, 
the  Coast  Guard  searching  your  boat 
without  a  warrant  is  a  violation  of  the 
Fourth  Amendment  right  to  privacy. 

Now  you’re  going  to  wonder  who  is 
really  going  to  mind  that  much  if  the 
Coast  Guard  stops  you  for  a  few  minutes 
for  a  safety  inspection?  The  people  who 
minded  were  those  folks  on  the  sloop 
Delphene  which  when  searched  on  San 
Francisco  Bay  were  discovered  to  have 
4,000  pounds  of  pot  aboard.  Pot  is  not 
one  of  the  items  required  by  the  Coast 
Guard  for  vessel  safety. 

The  Coast  Guard  says  they  ara  going 
to  keep  right  on  boarding  boats  for  safety 
checks  anyway.  There  have  been 
increasing  complaints  that  the  Coast 
Guard  has  been  boarding  numerous  boats 
during  the  night  along  the  California 
coast  for  “routine  safety  inspections”, 
and  some  people  think  they  have  been 
looking  for  more  than  fire  extingushers. 


the  good 


The  above  photo  was  taken  near  Embarcadero  Center  near  the  old 
site  of  the  Oakland  Yacht  Club  which  is  now  in  Alameda.  It  is  the  most 
recent  stage  of  the  development  by  the  Port  of  Oakland  and  DNOD  of 
The  rundown  Brooklyn  Basin  area.  It  looks  like  it  will  be  an  aesthetic 
improvement  over  what  was  once  there. 

The  photo  below  is  uglier  than  it  looks.  The  truck  belongs  to  the 
Port  of  Oakland,  and  the  two  gentlemen  are  in  the  process  of 
disassembling  what  was  once  the  very  happy  and  prosperous  offices  of  a 
yacht  broker.  We  think  these  people  were  treated  with  extreme 
indisgression  on  the  part  of  the  Port  of  Oakland.  Recently  we  learned 
they  have  relocated  at  Glen  Cove  Marina,  aind  are  quite  happy  to  be 
there.  Glen  Cove  they  tell  us  is  a  great  place  to  be,  and  is  located  just 
past  the  Carquinez  Bridge  on  the  northern  side.  It’s  a  good  place  to 
stop  going  to  or  returning  from  the  Delta. 

die  bad 


can’t  tell  a  meeting  by  its  topic 


A  public  meeting  on  the  topic:  “Sailing  Opportunities  in  the  Golden 
Gate  National  Recreation  Area:  An  Alternative  to  Marinas”  will  be  held 
at  7:30  PM  on  May  16  at  the  Visitor’s  Center  at  Fort  Mason.  The 
meeting  will  probably  last  into  the  next  week  if  the  topic  title  is  any 
indication. 

The  purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to  see  if  there  is  enough  interest  in 
boat  rentals  /  sailing  cooperatives  in  the  Golden  Gate  Recreation  Area. 
If  you  are  interested  in  a  Ibw-cost  alternative  to  the  traditional  plan  of 
boat  ownership,  you  might  want  to  attend.  Call  Christopher  Barry  at 
362-1092  weekdays  during  business  hours  for  more  information. 
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SUPPOSE  THEY  GOVE  A  BOAT  SHOW.... 


IT  ALMOST 
HAPPENED 


When  was  the  last  time  you’ve  been  to 
a  really  great  boat  show?  Unfortunately, 
for  many  northern  California  sailors  it 
was  the  last  time  they  attended  the  Long 
Beach  Boat  Show,  in  god  forgive  us,  you 
know  what  part  of  California.  How  good 
was  that  show?  Some  folks  flew  down 
two  and  three  times  to  see  it. 

There  are  two  things  necessary  for  a 
great  boat  show.  All  the  boats  and  lines 
have  to  be  represented  and  well-displayed 
to  please  the  shoppers,  and  there  has  to 
be  heavy  customer  traffic  to  please  the 
exhibitors.  Combine  these  t  -dients 

with  the  growing  interest  in  sailing  and  an 
exciting,  dynamic  show  that  leaves  every¬ 
one  smiling  is  almost  a  certainty. 

If  it  can  happen  in  Long  Beach,  why 
can’t  it  happen  here?  The  simple  reason  is 
that  the  two  ingredients  —  a  complete 
display  of  boats  and  heavy  crowds  have 
rarely,  if  ever,  come  together.  As  a  result 
local  shows  have  often  been  lackluster 
affairs  with  only  sporatic  success  in  the 
eyes  of  showgoers  and  exhibitors.  It’s  not 
a  case  where  the  ways  and  means  for  a 
great  show  are  not  available  —  it’s  just 
that  there  is  not  a  sufficient  unity  within 
the  industry  to  put  one  on. 

For  years  the  mainstay  show  has  been 
the  Sports  and  Boat  Show  at  the  Cow 
Palace  each  January  —  a  show  that  some 
feel  is  no  longer  the  definitive  show  it 
once  was.  That  show’s  concept  has  spread 
to  a  general  ‘outdoor  recreation’  show 
and  consequently  sailors  have  often  had  a 
hard  time  getting  a  good  look  at  the  boats 
for  the  hordes  of  ‘recreation  people’  and 
the  ‘what’s  playing  at  the  Cow  Palace 
tonight’  crowds.  It  has  always  been  a 
good  show  for  hardware  dealers.  Despite 
its  middle-age  diversity  the  Cow  Palace 
show  gets  great  support  from  the  dailies 


and  draws  tremendous  crowds.  As  a. 
boat  show,  the  Cow  Palace  event  is  static, 
but  is  still  strong  and  probably  always 
will  be. 

The  ‘pure’  boat  shows  are  the  Northern 
California  Marine  Association  Show  held 
in  the  Fall  in  the  Oakland  Coliseum  and 
the  Spring  .and  Fall  shows  held  at  Mariner 
Square. 

The  shows  at  Mariner  Square  have 
been  a  source  of  increasing  anger  and 
growing  bitterness  lately.  The  problem 
seem  to  be  that  unlike  the  other  shows  it 
is  not  held  on  ‘neutral  ground’.1  The  show 
is  put  on  by  one  of  the  many  John  Beery 
marine  enterprises,  which  include  —  and' 
here  is  the  crux  of  the  problem  —  new 
boat  sales,  brokerage  boat  sales,  a 
powerful  marine  hardware  distributing 
company,  as  well  as  various  other, 
business  interests  in  the  Mariner  Square 
area. 

Dealers  not  located  in  Mariner  Square 
have  long  felt  that  a  show  in  Mariner 
Square  gave  an  unfair  advantage  to 
various  John  Beery  companies  as  well  as 
the  other  dealers  who  happen  to  rent  of¬ 
fice  and  berth  space  there.  Nevertheless, 
boat  dealers  and  hardware  exhibitors  have 
grudingly  displayed  at  the  show,  feeling  it 
necessary  due  to  the  nucleus  of  boat 
lines  that  were  centered  there  at  the  time. 
But  the  times,  boat  lines,  and  perhaps 
most  important,  the  attitudes  have  been 
changing. 

Last  Fall  the  sh’ow  hit  a  highwater 
mark  in  industry  dissatisfaction  and 
dealers  representing  many  of  the  major 
‘hot’  lines  on  the  bay  chose  not  to  attend. 
Some  didn’t  attend  because  the  show  was 
rescheduled  to  a  date  just  prior  to  the 
Northern  California  Marine  Association 
Show  at  the  Oakland  Coliseum,  and  some 
saw  it  as  a  power  play  on  the  part  of  John 
Beery  companies,  pitting  themselves 
against  the  rest  of  the  local  marine 
industry.  Other  dealers  who  declined  to 
participate  felt  that  the  show  was 
scheduled  in  the  very  middle  of  the  prime 
selling  season,  and  was  an  attempt  to 
disrupt  their  business  when  they  should 
be  pulling  in  their  greatest  profits.  What¬ 
ever  the  reasons,  real  or  imagined,  many 
showgoers  felt  gyped  when  many  of  the 
‘hot’  boats  they  assumed  would  be  there 
just  weren’t. 

Those  who  did  show,  particularly 
hardware  exhibitors  in  the  ‘tank’  were 
very  angry  when  promises  to  direct 


customer  traffic  to  that  distant  area  never 
materialized.  Some  simply  abandoned 
show  and  their  investment  after  the  first 
day,  and  at  least  one  reportedly  refused 
to  pay.  One  exhibitor  who  did  stay 
s  resorted  to  his  sense  of  humor  and 
opened  up  a  lemonade  stand  at  his  booth, 
and  claims  to  have  made  more  money 
than  anyone  else  in  the  area.  His  humor 
was  short-lived;  after  it  was  observed  that 
he  was  doing  a  great  business  in  the  very 
warm  tank,  a  competitive  Mariner  Square 
concession  was  set  up  just  in  front  of  the 
tank.  Right  or  wrong,  incidents  of  this 
nature  have  led  some  people  in  the 
industry  to  feel  that  the  various  John 
Beery  companies  are  not  satisfied  with  a 
‘fair  share’  of  the  market,  or  even  a  dis¬ 
proportionate  share  —  many  feel  they 
want  it  all. 

This  year’s  recently  completed  show  at 
Mariner  Square  was  renamed  the  San 
Francisco  In-The-Water  Boat  Show,  a 
name  some  construed  to  be  trading  on 
the  reputation  of  the  Cow  Palace  show,, 
which  for  years  has  been,  albeit 
accurately,  referred  to  as  the  San 
Francisco  Boat  Show.  Despite  the 
dramatic  increase  in  the  price  of  berths 
and  booths  (someone  calculated  it  more 
expensive  then  the  much  heavier  attended 
Cow  Palace  show)  there  was  a  strong 
turnout  byvexhibitors.  Unfortunately,  the 
crowds  stayed  away  in  droves  and  was 
variously  described  as  “the  worst  ever”, 
“the  shits”,  and  as  “a  turkey  big  enough 
to  feed  India  for  a  year”.  These 
sentiments  were  not  unanimous,  but  did 
represent  the  vast  majority  of  opinions 
passed  along  to  us. 

How  come  the  show  soared  not  like  an 
eagle,  flew  not  like  a  wren,  but  laid  like  a 
brick?  Some  felt  there  was  residual  bad 
feelings  from  the  Fall  show  when  not  all 
the  boats  people  assumed  would  be  there 
were  not.  Others  felt  that  $4  a  head  for 
adults  and  $2  for  kids  was  an  awful  heavy 
tab  for  folks  who  could  see  the  vast 
majority  of  boats  for  free  by  waiting  a 
week  or  driving  to  the  dealer’s  office. 
Many  were  observed  looking  down  at  the 
show  from  the  street,  but  apparently  not 
willing  to  pay  to  get  in.  Some  of  those 
who  did  pay  theN admission  were  angered 
when  they  found  some  boats  locked  up 
by  dealers  who  decided  that  such  light 
attendance  did  not  warrant  manning  their 
boats.  One  dealer  found  that  many 
potential  customers  seemed  to  be 


AND  NOBODY  CAME 


unusually  truculent  —  an  attiude  he 
attributed  to  the  high  admission  price  and 
what  he  felt  was  a  smug  and  surly 
attitude  on  the  part  of  show  personnel. 

Are  the  boat  shows  in  Mariner  Square 
dead?  Probaibiy  tiot,  but  if  the  numbers 
of  dealers  who  told  us  they  would  never 
show  there  again  keep  their  vow,  future 
shows  will  hardly  be  comprehensive. 
Ironically  those  who  say  they  won’t 
show  in  the  future  were  not  so  much 
disturbed  by  the  lack  of  crowds,  but  by 
other  things.  One  exhibitor  who  has  been 
at  every  show  —  and  who  at  times  paid 
when  his  mind  told  him  ‘no’  but  his 
conscience  ‘yes’  —  appeared  this  time 
only  on  "a  ‘money  back  if  not  satisfied’ 
basis.  He  says  that  he  was  not  satisified 
and  is  asking  that  his  money  be  refunded 
as  promised.  The  lack  of  attendance  did 
not  bother  him,  it  was  simply  the  shows 
long  history,  in  his  mind,  of  not 
delivering  on  the  promises  they  had 
made. 

Another  dealer,  who  previously  felt  he 
‘had’  to  show  in  the  past  feels  that  it  has 
become  a  matter  of  principle  not  to  show 
in  the  future.  He  cited  the  environment 
and  aura  of  the  show  as  being  horrible  for 
conducting  business.  He  felt  that  the 
constant  clamoring  of  various  John  Beery 
company  names  and  personnel  over  the 
P.A.  system  as  an  insulting  and 
unpalatable  indisgression.  While  he  was 
perfectly  satisfied  with  his  berth  location, 
he  was  angered  to  see  other  dealers  boats 
being  pushed  into  boat  show  Siberia  in 
order,  as  he  saw  it,  for  other  John  Beery 
boats  to  move  into  prime  locations. 

Perhaps  the  most  indicative  change  of 
attitude  toward  the  show  has  been 
displayed  by  a  dealer  who  has  ignored  the 
show  the  last  two  times,  and  who  is 
normally  a  ‘boat  show  heavy’.  For  years 
this  dealer  insisted  on  buying  all  his 
marine  hardware  through  John  Beery 
distributing  company  —  despite  the  fact 
that  company  whose  boats  he  sells  had  a 
distributorship  in  direct  competition  with 
the  John  Beeryx  company.  His  reasoning 
was  simple;  way  back  in  his  first  year  of 
business,  he  would  have  gone  undpr  had 
the  John  Beery  company  not  strung  out 
his  billing  —  that  he  always  said  was  a 
kind  of  graciousness  that  is  not  easily 
forgotten.  That  dealer  has  become  so 
disenchanted  and  disgusted  with  the 
inequitable  concept  of  the  show  that  he 
says  he  will  not  participate  in  any  future 


show,  even  under  the  most  severe 
ultimatums  of  his  manufacturers. 
The  times  and  attitudes  have  both 
changed. 

Even  after  the  show  was  over  there 
was  more  dissatisfaction.  One  dealer  who 
did  display  at  the  show  was  disturbed 
when  a  potential  customer  told  him  over 
the  telephone  that  he  had  been  let  into 
the  show  free  by  salesmen  at  the  John 
Beery  company  —  not  once,  but  twice. 
This  is  an  unfortunate  contrast  with  one 
family  who  were  hasseled  because  some 
one  had  let  them  in  the  show  free  to  see 
their  boat  which  was  being  used  as  a 
display.  A  show  held  on  ‘neutral  ground’ 
many  feel  would  end  unpleasant 
inequities  such  as  these. 

As  previously  stated,  not  all  exhibitors 
were  unhappy  with  the  show,  although 
the  majority  who  spoke  to  us  were.  Show 
personnel  claimed  that  50  boats  were  sold 
during  the  first  weekend  at  an  average 
price  of  over  $70,000.  This  claim  became 
a  source  of  continual  amusement  to 
bankers  and  boat  dealers  who  kept  asking 
among  themselves  how  much  of  that 
action  they  had  taken.  A  few  people 
actually  believed  the  standard  boat  show 
hype  and  were  depressed  and  wondered 
what  was  wrong  with  themselves  or  their 
boats. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  emotional 
feelings  about  John  Beery  and  his  various 
companies  among  the  sailboat  industry  in 
northern  California.  There  is  great 
admiration  for  the  numbers  of  people  he 
has  introduced  to  sailing  and  the 
companies  he  has  developed.  There  is  also 
jealousy,  a  most  common  human  feeling 
when  someone  does  well.  (Hell,  if  we 
tweaked  our  conscience  a  bit  we’d  have 
to  admit  we  probably  feel  jealousy  or 
something  akin  to  it  since  none  of  the 
John  Beery  companies  have  felt  it  worth¬ 
while  to  advertise  in  our  publication. 

*  There  is  also  a  great  fear  of  John  Beery, 
primarily  due  to  the  tremendous  power 
that  resides  in  his  marine  hardware 
distributing  company  —  power  enough  to 
make  many  shiver  in  their  seaboots. 

From  talking  with  a  number  of  people 
in  the  industry,  it  is  our  opinion  that  the 
shows  in  Mariner  Square  will  shrivel  to 
little  more  than  a  Mariner  Square  dealer’s 
show  unless  there  are  drastic  steps  to 
overhaul  the  show.  It  seems  as  if  many 
exhibitors  will  stay  away  unless  the  show 
sponsorship  is  either  ‘neutralized’  or  more 


delicately  handled,  the  logistics  are 
completely  revamped,  and  a  spirit  of 
cooperation,  humility,  and  mutual 
respect  replace  what  many  feel  is  the 
current  rampant  pomposity. 

In  light  of  the  recent  events,  the 
Northern  California  Marine  Association 
Show  which  is  held  in  the  Oakland 
Coliseum  has  the  best  chance  of 
becoming  a  great  boat  show.  Seemingly  it 
is  the  one  show  that  everyone  can 
support  without  reservation.  The  NCMA 
show  is  held  on  ‘neutral’ grounds  and  the 
profits  are  used  to  the  benefit  of  both  the 
marine  industry  and  the  sailing  public. 
The  NCMA  is  a  non-profit  organization, 
and  among  other  things  was  instrumental 
for  helping  relieve  the  heavy  insurance 
burdens  unfairly  levied  on  the 
recreational  boating  industry  by  the 
Longshoreman  and  Harbor  Worker’s  Act. 
Previously  recreational  boatyards  had  to 
pay  as  much  as  $40  in  insurance 
premiums  on  each  $100  earned  by  a 
worker  —  the  NCMA  has  helped  reduce 
that  to  a  nearly  workable  margin.  80%  of 
the  NCMA’s  budget  comes  from  the 
proceeds  of  the  boat  show  held  in  the 
Oakland  Coliseum,  a  show  that  will  be 
held  October  11-15  this  year.  Admission 
price  for  that  show  is  $3  for  adults. 

In  the  past  the  NCMA  show  has  been  a 
good  one,  but  like  all  the  rest,  not  a  great 
one.  All  it  needs  to  be  great  is  the 
unqualified  support  of  the  entire  marine 
industry.  It  is  a  show  we  will  support 
wholeheartedly  as  being  most  beneficial 
to  both  the  industry  as  a  whole,  and  the 
sailing  public  in  general. 

We  believe  that  northern  Calfornia 
does  need  a  great  boat  show.  It  is  no 
longer  the  1960’s  where  there  were  only 
4  or  5  major  boat  lines  from  which  to 
choose  from.  Sailors  have  become  far 
more  independent  and  confident  in  their 
opinions  of  what  boat  is  right  for  them. 
Consequently  it  is  in  everyone’s  interest 
that  there  be  an  opportunity  for  buyers 
to  get  together  with  all  the  sellers  at  one 
'ocation  on  a  periodic  basis.  Dealerships 
in  northern  California  have  also  spread 
with  the  greatly  increasing  variety  of  new 
boats,  and  they  will  continue  to  spread.  A 
great  boat  show  makes  sense,  a  bunch  of 
mediocre  boat  shows  don’t. 

Sailing  is  growing  like  crazy  —  isn’t  it 
about  time  the  industry  united  to  present 
a  show  worthy  of  local  sailors  and  sailing 
conditions?  —  Latitude  38 
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COMPASS  ADJUSTERS 


CHUNG  HWA  36  DIESEL  KETCH 


LLWAL  Is’0"  SAILAWAY  F0R  0NLY  $39'500  ■ 

BEAM  1 VI 0"  Call  or  Write  for  Specifications.  BALL.  5,000 


OCEANIC  YACHT  SALES  COMPANY 

759  ORKNEY  AVE.  SANTA  CLARA,  CA.  95050 
(408)  988-1173 


PROFESSIONAL  QUALITY 
ADHESIVES  AND  COATINGS 

Clear  penetrating  epoxy  sealer  for  wood  or  ferro-cement, 
$16/2  gal.  kit.  Linear  polyurethane  paints  —  all  the  colors 
of  the  rainbow  —  $20/2  gal.  kit.  Antifouling  paints  —  both 
tin  and  copper  types  —  from  $30  to  $55/gal.  Polysulfide 
rubber  2-component  sealants  for  caulking,  bedding;  epoxy 
adhesives  —  $16/gal.  Floatation  foam  -  $18/2  gal.  kit.- 

SMITH  &  CO. 

1220  S.  49TH  STREET,  RICHMOND  (415)  237-5986 


DOUGLAS  WILDE 


PHONE  383-2791 

L.D.  McCROSKY 


PATHFINDER  SELF-STEERING  WIND  VANES 
"Successfully  Used  For  Years" 

Buy  direct  from  manufacturer.  Call  Bill  Paulson. 
453-8722  454-9285 
Western  Sales  Mfg.  Co.,  San  Rafael,  Calif. 


CAL  T -4  1975 

Perfect  24'  bay  boat  in  excellent  condition.  Equipment  includes 
6  HP  outboard,  whisker  pole,  RDF,  compass,  knotmeter,  all  lights, 
new  battery  with  charger,  and  more.  Sails  and  rig  in  excellent 
condition.  Berthed  in  Alameda.  $8,975.  (415)  332-2854,  evenings. 


YACHTCRAFT  IS  BACK! 


30'  THRU  55'  SAILBOAT  KITS 
AVAILABLE. 

Dealer  for  Volvo  Penta.  Boat  Repair. 
Boatbuilders  Space.  Atlantic  Sails, 
25  to  30%  Off  List  Price.  Complete 
Marine  Supply  &  Electronics  at  25% 
Off  List  Price! 

SAIL  AW  AYS” 


909  Elizabeth,  Alviso,  CA  95002  P.O.  Box  521  Phone  263-1453 


PEARSON  30' 

Primo  full  keel  blue  water  cruiser,  heavy  glass,  Bristol  cond.,  many 
custom  features,  beautiful  lines,  ail  rigging  led  to  cockpit,  5  sails, 

5  winches,  fatho.,  knot.,  log,  R.D.F.,  a  rare  find  at  $22,900.  Phone 
776-2054  days,  388-7330  home. 

MARINE  SURVEYOR 

FRANK  OLIVEIRA 

Call  Before  9AM  Available  Seven 

or  After  6PM  (4 15)  388-2239  Days  a  Week 

CREW  POSITION  WANTED 

S.F.  Bay  sailor,  with  coastal  cruising  experience,  seeks  to  crew  to 
Hawaii,  South  Seas  or  wherever.  Available  now  for  extended  cruise 
and  will  pay  own  expenses.  Will  assist  in  final  preparations.  Frank 
McDonald,  1570  Newborough  Dr.,  Sacramento,  CA  95833.  (916) 
925-6300. 

EXPLORE  ALASKA'S  WILDERNESS  UNDER  SAIL 

We  offer  a  series  of  3  to  9-day  wilderness  sailing  cruises  designed  to 
teach  sailing  to  both  novices  and  experienced  sailor  alike,  amidst 
some  of  the  most  spectacular  scenery  and  wildlife  in  the  world.  For 
a  full  brochure  write:  Verdant  Island  Sailing  School,  3439  Scarlet 

Rd.,  Anchorage  Alaska  99503.  Phone:  907-272-7209. 

HANDYMAN  SPECIAL 

Unfinished  Gillmore  Cruising  Sloop,  includes  ferrocement  hull, 
deck,  boom,  gaff  bowsprit  and  some  hardware.  L.O.A.  22'10". 
Beam  8'7".  Asking  $1700.  Call  (408)  426-5871  Santa  Cruz. 

32'  MOWER  DESIGN  "FLIRT" 

Beautifully  restored  classic  in  excellent  condition  throughout. 
Master  Mariner  Winner.  1914  by  Flowers.  P.O.  cedar  over  oak.  Much 
new  gear,  grey  marine  inboard,  cozy  cabin  with  wood  stove.  Berth 

20,  Sausalito  Yacht  Harbor.  $11,500.  332-7799. 

HELP  WANTED 

Qualified  Salesperson.  Must  have  good  sales  background  and  work 
weekends.  East  Bay  Sailboat  Dealer.  If  you  want  MORE  than  just  a 
job,  write  c/o  Box  1678,  Sausalito  for  appointment. 

CAL  20  No.  10 

Clean,  light  &  fast  5  hp  OB  compass  bow  pulpit,  5  sails  with  spin  & 
drifter.  Tapered  mast  keel.  Recently  sandblasted  faired  in  with 
phenolic  micro-balloons  &  w/epoxy.  $4,000.  946-0881. 

CATALINA  22 

Excellent  condition  with  good  main  and  jib,  depth  sounder,  over¬ 
sized  winches,  jiffy  reefing,  bow  pulpit,  compass,  anchors,  wisker 
pole,  trailer,  6  H.P.  Mercury  outboard,  plus  extras.  See  at  Alameda 
Marina  dry  storage  area.  $4,950.  (415)  278-8025. 

STOLEN 

From  "Phyrric  Victory"  (Cal  29),  Berkeley  Marina,  M  Dock,  Berth 

132:  (1)  Intech  FM  VHF  Mariner  Model  V106,  Serial  No.  2866; 

(2)  Ratheon  Portable  RDF  G  band  battery  operated  (green).  3/7/78. 

Abel  Franssens,  P.O.  Box  2432,  Berkeley  94702,  548-2995  (days). 

MAST  AND  SAILS 

New  36'  Aluminum  mast  painted  with  linear  polyurethane.  Made  by 
LeFeill.  $1100.  Also  new  main  and  jib  by  Lee,  made  for  Rawson  30, 
$790.  Call  388-8458. 

ERICSON  29  -  PARTNERSHIP 

Partner  needed  for  an  Ericson  29  berthed  in  Sausalito.  In  good  con¬ 
dition  and  fully  equipped.  Call  Glen  Fuller  for  details  in  the  evening 
at  (415)  494-6768  or  (415)  564-9416. 

PARADISE  FOR  SALE...GO  FOR  IT 

abbard  this  41 '  Garden  ketch.  Its  loaded  with  extras  from  sails  to 
spares,  e.g.:  diesel,  generator,  battery  charger,  freezer/refrig.,  depth, 
Anefhometer.  two  compasses,  VHF.sumlog,  RDF,  85  gal.  water,  85 
gal.  fuel,  three  banks  batteries,  10  sails,  windlass,  vane,  dinghy, 
canopy,  mast  steps  and  much  more.  Write  P.O.  Box  1 037  Alameda, 
94501  for  details,  or  call  (415)  938-5573.  Hurry  1 

JOHN  SELBACH  YACHTS 

Small  Boat  Sales 

Laser  —  A.M.F.  Alcort  —  Sunfish 

330  Canal  St.,  San  Rafael,  94901  -  (415)  456-1001 

332-2822  Brochures  on  Request 

LEARN  TO  SAIL  IN  SAUSALITO 

Basic,  Intermediate,  Advanced  Gordon  Henderson 

WANTED 

150%  JIB  SAIL  FOR  CORONADO  25 

Contact  John  at  (408)  688-7961  with  price  and  condition. 

rigging  problems’  cau  J  Rigging-Rig  Tuning-Compass 

RDMAIMC  iff  Adjusting-Electronic  Installation- 

nUIVIAIWt  y/  Refinishing-Outfitting-Yacht  Deliveries. 

YACHT  / 

ilA_.  Jjf  RONALD  R  ROMAINC  KARL  ROMAINE 

QPPWIrPC  (if.  can.  *«*t.,*.  cau* 

dtnviUEd  “  415/453-3969  805/644-4011 

FRANK  E.  BILEK  -  MARINE  SURVEYOR 

Insurance  and  Buyer's  Surveys.  Certified  by  the  National 
Association  of  Marine  Surveyors.  Bay  &  Delta,  Power  &  Sail. 

415  232-7638  BEFORE  9:30  AM 

-w  -gWilliam  N. 

O 2300  Bridgeway 

rJunilaUIl  ssas* 

Marine  Surveyor &Consultant  <4i5)  332-41  is 

WHY  NOT  A  CLASSY  CLASSIFIED? 

Lather  yourself  in  loquacious  luxury!  A  Classy  Classified  allows 

you  40  remarkably  descriptive  words  to  sell  your  boat,  service  or 
product.  The  cost?  A  sniveling  $10  for  private  parties,  a  pecuniary 
$20  for  businesses.  Please  no  telephone  call  or  special  requests  for 
unusual  designs  —  we're  classy  but  we're  cheap,  too!  Send  your 
check  and  your  ad  copy  to  P.O.  BOX  1768,  Sausalito,  Ca.  94965. 

L^^arrj^k u 

r  .  r..g 

MAGELLAN  35 

A  robust  aft-cabin  diesel  world-cruiser  that  sails  super!  Rugged  strip- 
planked  mahogany  and  teak,  spacious  and  beautiful  Eldrige 
— Mclnnis  design  built  in  1965  by  American  Marine.  Five  sails,  62 

HP  Lehman  diesel,  200  gallons  tanks,  refrigeration  and  much 
equipment.  The  best  of  both  worlds.  $44,000.  Owner.  538-1514. 

FOR  SALE 

1  Ton  Gantry  Crane,  18'  Walking  Beam,  18'  Hi,  40'  Long.  Easily  ex¬ 
tendable,  $1500.  Ideal  for  building  steel  boat.  (415)  635-1646 

MARINE  INSURANCE!  SPECIALIST 
HELENE  GARDNER  AGENCY 

P.O.  Box  2128  Castro  Valley  -  415-886-6064 

87  Jack  London  Square,  Oakland  —  415-834-1802 

NAUTICAL  KNOTS 

Knot  decorated  pen  sets,  bell  pulls,  nautical  lamps,  monkey  fists, 
wall  bags.  Custom  knotting  or  will  teach. 

GEORGE  DEPUY 

21 2  Jules  Ave.  Bus:  334-291 4 

San  Francisco,  Ca  94112  Res:  586-2335 

WHITE  DOVE  WOODWORKING 

jC - /  *  [  Quality >  boat  carpentry,  repairs,  interiors, 

cabinetry,  finishing,  woodcarving, 
furnishings.  (415)  6584384 

Michael  Childs  Sharon  Humber*on 

38'  CUTTER 

1976  Downeast,  like  new,  1200  miles  cruising  and  85  hours  on  en¬ 
gine.  Well  appointed,  and  equipped.  Call  John  now.  391-1998  day 
and  459-0958  night. 

FOR  SALE 

Alcohol  stove,  3  burner  with  oven,  tank  and  hose,  etc.  Matching  ice 
box.  Both  for  $350.  Jerry  O'Donnell  877-5355. 

INTERNATIONAL  ONE  DESIGN 

Beautiful  33'  wood  racing  sloop,  excellent  condition.  Very  fast  boat 
w/excellent  racing  record.  Active  class  in  YRA,  KIF  and  Interna¬ 
tional  racing.  Fully  equipped  w/6  hp  outboard  and  cover.  3-plus 
suits  of  sails.  Ready  to  win  —  Only  $8000.  Call:  Jim  Davies  at  (415) 
472-1400  (W),  (415)  479-4983  (H). 

1;  WANTED 

Expert  Fiberglasser  to  glass  in  main  cabin  windows  of  Ericson  35. 

Top  dollars  for  perfect  job.  (415)  922-0366. 

1977  NEWPORT  27-S 

Race/Cruise  in  this  two-tone  beauty.  Three  sails  including  a  Mitchell 
8-colored  spinnaker  and  a  125%  genoa.  5  winches,  compass,  AM/FM 
cassette,  brass  lamp,  and  just  hauled.  Must  sell  due  to  house 
purchase.  $1 7,950/Offer.  Leave  message  at:  372-6827. 

V 

THE  BOAT  THAT  SAILED  TO  AFRICA 

AQUARIUS,  31'  steel  sloop.  Mason  design,  new  Yanmar  diesel,  six 
sails  including  twin  staysails,  sounder,  RDF,  mahogany  cabin,  coam¬ 
ing,  interior.  Hauled,  completely  restored,  April  1978.  Sturdy,  safe, 
proven  cruiser.  $25,000  from  owner.  332-7388. 

FOR  SALE 

Must  sell  our  Pearson  28.  A  fast,  comfortable  boat,  fully  equipped. 

In  the  water  only  8  months.  Call  548-6080. 

\  ,  ( 

THE  BOOK  ABOUT  THE  BOAT  THAT  SAI  LED  TO  AFRICA 
"The  Voyage  of  Aquarius,"  338  pages  including  photographs.  If 
you  can't  buy  the  boat,  ten  bucks  will  get  you  a  personally  inscribed 
copy  of  the  book.  Add  sales  tax.  Box  1860,  Sausalito. 

LEARN  TO  SAIL  IN  A  LASER!! 

Private  lessons  from  an  experienced  Laser  sailor.  $10/jir.  Call  Shi¬ 
mon  552-2508  or  564-2535. 

GE0RGC  GIAN0LA  l  SONS  s  * 

■OAT  COVCM  •  CUSHIONS  A  DRAPERIES  A? 

.  HIGHEST  QUALITY  WORK  *7  ■  «/* 

FREE  ESTIMATES 

StO  HARBOR  DRIVE  * 

332-3339  sausalito.  calif,  sasss 

MERMAID  DIVERS 

HuH  cleaning  and  impaction,  zinc  and  propeller  work, 
brtghtwork  and  maintenance. 

"  GIVE  YOUR  BOTTOM  A  WOMAN'S  TOUCH  * 

Shelly  Stevent  332-0845 -  Seusalito 

MARINE  SURVEYOR  APPRAISER 

JACK  MACKINNON 

Call  Anytime  (415)276-4351 

Brokers  Of 
New  Or  Used 

SAILS 


BtL 


'dlls 


Let  us  sell  your 
old  sails  for  you 
or 

send  for  our  current 
list  of  beautiful 
cruising  sails  at 
bargain  prices. 


Industrial  Center  Building  No.  105 
Gate  5  Road 

Sausalito,  CA  94965  (415)  332-9515 


BOB  TCFFT  CRUISinG 

iv  +lf-Jj2-}690  + 


2829 BRIDQEU/ttif, SUITE 20lfSMISRLITO.CR.  94965 

26'  Garden  diesel  gaff  cutter,  "VASHON  ISLAND,"  1967  .$33,000 

30'  Garden  canoe  stern  cruising  sloop,  1955 . $22,000 

30'  Herreshoff  ketch,  1962,  excellent  sailer . $22,000 

31'  Stone  diesel  sloop,  "CORAL,"  1956,  ready  to  go  ...  .$29,500 

31 '4''  Rasmussen  diesel  cruising  sloop,  "TEHANI" . $30,000 

31'6"  Lapworth  Dasher,  "BABY  GRAND  II,"  1961 . $20,000 

32'  Alden,  Cheoy  Lee  motorsailer,  diesel,  1971 . $42,500 

32'  Kendall  cutter,  1972,  best  one  we've  seen . $49,950 

34'  Angleman  Sea  Spirit  diesel  ketch,  1968,  loaded . $37,500 

35  Garden  diesel  ketch,  1963,  vane  and  much  new  gear. try  $38,500 

3?'  Garden  Wanderbird  diesel  ketch,  1967,  beautiful . $52,000 

37'  Hanna  Carol  diesel  ketch,  1965,  A/P,  Loran,  etc . $60,000 

43'  S  &  S  diesel,  1970,  custom  one-off  cruising  sloop  .  .  .  .$79,000 
44'  Stonington  diesel  motorsailer,  American  Marine,  1964  .$67,500 

45'  New  Zealand  Corten  steel  diesel  ketch,  1962 . $75,000 

50'  Rhodes  diesel  yawl,  "XANADU,"  1950,  very  elegant  !  ^$72^500 

57'  S  &  S  diesel  yawl,  "ORION,"  1934,  great  sailer . $65,000 

64'5"  Cox  &  Stephens  diesel  schooner,  1932,  "BAR  LOVENTO". 

•  . . $100,000 

73'  Shock  diesel  schooner,  1927,  in  beautiful  condition  .  .  $125,000 

SPECIALIZING  IN  OFFSHORE  CRUISING  BOATS 


YACHT  SALES,  inc. 


POST  OFFICE  BOX  943  BRIDGEWAY  AT  TURNEY  SAUSALITO,  CALIFORNIA  94965  (415)332-2060 


25'  x  10'6"  Cape  Cod  Cat  '75:  Triple  planked 
cold  molded  and  glassed.  Diesel  powered. 
Sleeps  4,  salty  interior  has  fireplace,  lamps, 
dining  table.  Full  covers,  beautiful  joiner  work. 
This  classic  design  is  truly  a  work  of  art  and  a 
bargain  at . .  ,  L'i ;  yv  V  >  ,$19,900 


32'  Coronado  1973:  Center  cockpit  double 
cabin  sloop  w/plush  interior,  cockpit  dodger, 
VHF,  fatho.,  hot  water,  shower,  refer.,  etc. 
Outstanding  buy . asking  $27,500 


BROKERAGE  SAILBOATS 


50'  Calkins  —  A  show  boat . $90,000 

44'  Island  Clipper  by  Fellows  .  .  .  .try  $25,000 

43'  Garden  "Porpoise" . try  $73,000 

40'  Offshore  tri  cabin . .  .try  $58,000 

38'  Atkin  "Ingrid"  Ketch  .  .  . . $39,500 

36'  Atkin  D.E.  Schooner . try  $20,000 

35'  Sea  Goer  Yawl  Dies . $28,000 

35'  Ed  Monk  Motorsailer . try  $9,000 

33'  Islander  full  keel . try  $25,000 

30'  Mahogany  Dragon  —  beautiful  .  .  .  $5,900 

30' Lagier  Cruising  Sloop . $23,500 

30'  Pearson  '76  A-1 . try  $23,500 

30'  Knarr  —  trophy  winner  ......  .$13,000 

29'  Dutch  Trintilla . only  $22,500 

29' Cal  -  loaded . $29,500 

29'  Herreshoff  Ketch . try  $1 5,500 

27'  Bugeye  Ketch  —  inboard . $6,500 

26'  Pearson  '76  —  used  4  times . $16,950 

26'  T  Bird  —  show  boat . $6,750 

24’  Cal  2-24 . try  $5,500 


Ericson  29':  Bristol  condition  &  loaded,  10 
'sails,  bow  &  stern  pulpits,  life  lines,  life  raft, 
Barlow  winches,  speedo.,  fatho.,  stereo,  covers, 
cockpit  cushions,  fabric  interior,  etc.,  etc . 

. . asking  $24,000 


32'  Pearson  Vanquard:  We  have  2  of  these 
1  heavy  fiberglass  full  keel  cruising  sloops.  Both 
in  top  shape  and  well  equipped..  .  .try  $24,000 


Wood 
<Bb  Glass 


SKIPPER 


Yacht 

Sales 


47'  CHEOY  LEE . 

47'  ENGLISH  KETCH . 

45'  THIRTY-METER . 

41'  FLUSH  DECK  KETCH,  Lister  diesel 
41’  RHODES  KETTENBERG.  .  .  '  .  . 

40'  ACKERMAN . 

37'  ISLANDER . 

37'  CUSTOM  STEEL . 

36'  COLUMBIA . 

36'  COLUMBIA . 

36'  AFT  CABIN  OLSEN,  wood . 

35'  MAGELLAN  AFT  CAB . 


35'  LION .  22,000 

33' MOORE  MOTORSAI LOR .  20,000 

33'  MASON  ALUMINUM .  32,000 

33' SPAULDING .  28,000 

32'  BLOCK  ISLAND  CUTTER .  29,000 

31'  DEL  REY . 25,000 

30' TARTAN . 33,950 

30'  YANKEE . INQUIRE 

30' PACIFIC . 14,000 


27'  BUGEYE  KETCH . 1 

27'  CATALINA . . . . . 13,500 

27'  NEWPORT . \  .  ; . * . 15,800 

26' PACIFIC  CLIPPER . 9,500 

26' PEARSON  ARIEL . 11,900 

26' RUSSELL  CUTTER . ' . 11,750 

26'  RANGER . . . - . 11,850 

26' THUNDERBIRD . 6,200 

25'  CAL . 8'500 

25'  PETERSON  225,  1977,  loaded . 18,500 

24'  BAHAMA  DEL  REY . 6,500 

24' SEAFARER,  with  trailer . 9,800 

24'  COLUMBIA  CONTENDER . 4,000 

24'  COLUMBIA  CHALLENGER . two  from  5,500 

23'  RANGER . -  10,500 

20'  BAY  LADY . ' . 3,950 

19'  ACORN . 2,300 

18'  CAPE  COD  CAT . 6,300 


SELECT  BROKERAGE  LISTINGS 


$110,000 
55,000 
6,000 
45,000 

39.500 

51.900 

34.500 
45,000 
33,000 

27.900 

45.900 
44,000 


30’  ISLANDER . 

29'  COLUMBIA  DEFENDER 


.  23,500 
.  16,850 


CHEOY  LEE  BERMUDA  30.  Similar  to  above. 
FG.  with  teak  overlays,  new  rigging  &  lowest 
asking  price  on  the  west  coast.  $24,500 


PEARSON  30'.  So  clean  it  could  have  just 
come  from  the  boat  show.  Destroyer  wheel, 
custom  SS  anchor  &  first  class  electronics. 
$29,500 


EXCALIBUR  26.  This  race  winner  has  6  sails, 
5  winches,  a  new  mast,  and  other  gear  to  make 
her  highly  competitive.  Owner  anxious.  $8,950/ 
offer 


32'  STEEL  AFT  CABIN  SLOOP  built  1971 
Holland  Volvo  25  hp  Diesel  engine.  Teak  decks, 
mahogany  interior,  5  sails,  dodger,  cruised  from 
Holland.  $42,000 


RANGER  33.  This  1974  Ranger  is  very  well- 
equipped  for  both  racing  and  cruising.  Pine¬ 
apple  Sails:  main,  club  jib,  150%  genoa,  work¬ 
ing  jib,  &  Radial  head  spinnaker.  Signet  instru-’ 
ments:  windpoint,  windspeed  &  knotmeter. 
Datamarine  knotmeter,  VHF,  Pedestal  steering, 
7  Lewmar  winches,  hot  pressure  water  and 
more!  $36,000 


RHODES  43'.  This  classic  Rhodes  sloop  has 
loads  of  sails  and  recent  equipment.  Impressive 
recent  race  record.  7'  headroom  in  main  cabin 
and  6'  headroom  forward.  Only  $24,900 


BANK  FINANCING  AVAILABLE  /  BERTHS  AVAILABLE  FOR  ALL  BOATS 


1535  Buena  Vista  Ave.  Alameda 


(415)  522-6500 


GLEN  COVE  YACHT  SALES 

(formerly  Sea  Horse  Yacht  Sales) 

(707)  552-4206 

(415)  261-0600 

2020  GLENCOVE  RD. 

VALLEJO,  CA  94590 

20  CAL  needs  cosmetics 

OFFER 

35’  PIVER  TRIMARAN  diesel 

INQUIRE 

23  COLUMBIA  with  trailer 

5,600 

35'  CORONADO  aft-cabin 

35,000 

23  TANZER  4  sails,  ob,  more 

5,500 

35’  H0RSTMAN  TRI 

22,500 

25'  CAPE  DORY  fuiikeei 

11,600 

35'  RASMUS  aft  cabin,  diesel 

54,000 

26  REINELL  dodger  and  inboard 

10,500 

37’  GULFSTAR 

63,000 

dodger,  dsl,  other  options 

28’  CRUISING  SLOOP 

12,000 

38’  ATKIN  INGRID  KETCH 

39,500 

rough  but  functional 

equipment  for  long  range  cruising 

29  CAL  exc.  condition,  inb. 

25,500 

40’  CRUISING  CUTTER 

69,500 

"Queen  Bee"  ,  bristol. 

30  CORONADO  very  clean,  inb. 

24,500 

44’  S&S 

43,950 

32'  CORONADO  aft  cabin  and  dodger  27,500 

45’  COLUMBIA 

86,000 

M.S.,  completely  cruise  equipped 

33’  ISLANDER 

22,500 

45’  NEW  ZEALAND 

120,000 

full  keel,  atomic-4  w/30  hrs.,3  sails 

CRUISING  CUTTER  top  quality 

33  5  S  0.0.  competitive 

15,000 

60’  CHAPPELLE  KETCH 

55,000 

"*•  1 

now  returning  from  Mexico 

wave  traders 

1702  BRIDGEWAY  BLVD  •  SAUSALITO  CALIFORNIA  94965-415-332-3661 


BROKERAGE  BOATS 

45'  MUMMERY  CUTTER  of.,.,  $1204)00 

Remarkably  beautiful  hand-crafted  vessel  —  extremely  strong 
composite  construction.  Ideal  for  extended  world  cruising, 
perfect  condition  —  must  be  seen. 

50’  PIVER  TRIDENT  $72,900 

The  ultimate  in  a  roomy  cruising  boat  —  sleeps  1 1  in  absolute 
comfort  —  4  heads,  3  showers,  Ketch  rigged,  47  H.P. 

Perkins  diesel  —  documented  and  has  charter  insurance  right  now. 

33’  DICK  CARTER  DESIGN  t„  $38,000 

Built  by  Olympic  Yachts  of  Greece  —  10  Barlows  (62  speed) 

11  bags  sails  —  25  H.P.  Volvo  Diesel.  Quality  boat  loaded 
with  gear  —  new  boat  ordered,  must  sell. 

33’  VANGUARD  $29,500 

"Common  Sense  of  Sailboat  Buying"  calls  this  a  KEY  BOAT  — 
Heavily  built,  full  keel  fiberglass  cruising  boat. 

Proven  blue  water  sailor  with  2  trips  to  Hawaii. 

IT  ERICKSON  Competitive  @  $18,500 

S.F.  Slip,  Inboard,  VHF,  Dual  Log,  Fathometer,  Knotmeter, 
wind  direction,  wind  speed  &  close  hauled  indicator. 
Excellent  condition  throughout. 

26’  INTERNATIONAL  F0LKB0AT  $14,500 

Built  by  Marieholm  Bruk  of  Sweden,  one  of  the  world's  finest 
small  production  yachts.  Brand  new  sails  and  outboard,  VHF. 

30'  ISLANDER  MK  II . $25,600 

30'  WINSLOW  KETCH . $20,000 

30'  HURRICANE  (2) . $15,500 

31'  MASON-INTREPID  STEEL  SLOOP . $25,000 

32'  DIESEL  FISHBOAT,  COMMERCIAL . $16,000 

35'  YORKTOWN  CUTTER . $38,200 

35’  ERICKSON  MK  I . $36,500 

36' ATKINS  ERIN  SCHOONER . $25,000 

38'  KETTENBERG . ; . $31,000 

40'  CONCORDIA  YAWL . $59,000 

CT-41  KETCH . $77,500 

41'  GULFSTAR . $77,000 

41'  ERICSON . $49,000 

48' STAYSAIL  SCHOONER . $45,000 

45'  SQ.  METER  SLOOP . > . $8,800 

47’  BUGEYE  KETCH . $42,000 


SPECIAL  VALUES 

NEW  &  USED 

Complete  Kainer  Steering  System . $350 

Power  Windlass . $200 

New  Lunenberg  Windlass . $580 

30  Amp,  3-Wire  Shore  Power  Cable . 65c/Ft. 

2  Barient  28  Alum.  Winches  (New) . *. . $825 

Complete  Edson  Pedestal  Steering . $250 

Silva  Compasses  (New) . $50 

9.5  H.P.  Evinrude,  Long  Shaft,  used . $400 

5.5  H.P.  Seagull  Long  Shaft,  used . $250 

3-Burner  Propane  Stove,  2  Tanks . $150 

1  Pair  (only)  Meisner  Aluminum  22  2-Speed  Winches  $390 

Bomar  Aluminum  Hatch,  used . $150 

1  Pair  S/S  Elvstrom  Thru  Deck  Winches,  used . $120 


BRUCE  ANCHORS 

THE  FIRST  IMPORTANT  ADVANCE  IN  ANCHORS 
SINCE  THE  1930's 

Lightweight,  short  scope  capability  holds  well  in  rock,  sand, 
coral  and  mud.  Priced  to  sell  at  Wave  Traders. 

11  lb.  =  20  lb.  Plow.  .$62 
44  lb.  =  80  lb.  Plow.  $212 


4  lb.  =  10  lb.  Plow.  .  .  $30 
22  lb.  =  40  lb.  Plow.  $119 


/'  l 


ROPE 

SAMPSON  YACHT  BRAID 
The  Real  Thing 

'  The  Brand  You  Intend  to  Buy 

Not  one  of  the  substitutes  others  try  to 


1/4”.  .  .  . 

tell  you  is  just  as  good. 

. 1 5c/ft.  7/16” . 

.  .  .  38c/ft., 

5/16”  .  .  . 

. 22c/ft.  1/2” . 

.  .  .  47c/ft. 

3/8”  .  .  .  . 

. 30c/ft.  5/8” . 

.  .  .  80c/ft. 

NU  BLU  NYLON 

i 

DuPont  707  Fibre  -  Stronger  &  less  subject  to  weathering 

CO 

CO 

than  standard  nylon. 

. 15c/ft.  5/8” . 

....  38c/ft. 

1/2”.  .  .  . 

. 24c/ft.  3/4” . 

....  49c/ft. 

DACRON 

1/4” . 7c/ft. 

5/16”  .  . 

. 12c/ft.  7/16” . 

.  .  .  22c/ft. 

3/8” .  .  . 

. 18c/ft.  1/2” . 

.  .  .  27c/ft. 

HONDA  GENERATORS 

DEPENDABLE  PORTABLE  POWER 

EM  400 . $284 

El  000  . $357  E  2500  . $626 

E  1500  . $465  E  3500  . $780 


HONDA  OUTBOARDS 

New  1978  Models 

All  include  remote  tanks.  All  4  cycle,  12  V  charging  circuits 

7.5  H.P.  Short . $570  9.9  H.P.  Short . $690 

7.5  H.P.  Long . $580  9.9  H.P.  Long . $705 


